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Foreword

Freedom from violence is critical to achieving a
sustainable future in which every child can grow
up healthy, well-nourished, resilient, well-educat-
ed, culturally sensitive and effectively protected
from neglect, abuse and exploitation.

As the target date for achieving the Millennium
Development Goals (MDG) draws near, the inter-
national community is discussing how to shape a
sustainable development agenda beyond 2015.

This year we celebrate the 25th Anniversary of the
Convention of the Rights of the Child. As United
Nations Member States intensify their efforts to
agree on the next generation development frame-
work, we have a golden opportunity to tackle vio-
lence against children.

In recent consultations around the world, organ-
ized to help inform the post-2015 agenda, violence
was recognized both as a human rights viola-
tion in itself and as a major barrier to progress in
education, health and other development goals.
Stakeholders highlighted children’s particular vul-
nerability to poverty and violence, and the mes-
sage was clear—violence must end!

This report highlights children’s own identifica-
tion of violence as one of the biggest obstacles
to their healthy development. Governments, local
decision-makers, parents, civil society organisa-
tions and businesses need to respond to children
by taking decisive action to protect them from vio-
lence in all settings and at all times. Children need
to participate in the shaping of a future sustain-
able development agenda and have a critical role
to play in creating non-violent societies and pre-
venting violence.

We cannot afford to ignore the voices of the
world’s children: they will lead the societies of to-
MOITOW.

As an ethical and human rights imperative, as
a matter of good governance and sound eco-
nomics, the protection of children from violence

needs to be treated both as a stand-alone con-
cern and a cross-cutting priority in the post-2015
development agenda. We look forward to further
strengthening our collaboration and joining hands
with all partners to ensure that children’s voices
and recommendations are reflected in the new
Sustainable Development Goals.
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Executive summary

The protection of girls and boys from all forms of
violence is a concern the international community
cannot afford to omit from the post-2015 devel-
opment agenda: this is a human rights impera-
tive and it is also a question of good governance
and sound economics. Despite important pro-
gress made in the achievement of the Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs) and the knowledge
that the protection of children from violence and
the promotion of their well-being is closely linked
to the development and well-being of societies,
violence remains a harsh reality for millions of
children around the world. Moreover, the impact
of violence on children’s health, education and
socialisation remains largely invisible and unad-
dressed. A major reason for this is the fact that no
clear goal, targets or indicators were identified in
the MDGs to mobilize action and to monitor pro-
gress in children’s protection from violence.

The urgency of addressing violence against chil-
dren has emerged as a strong concern in regional
and thematic consultations as well as in the nu-
merous national consultations held across the
world in preparation for the new global develop-
ment framework. Children and young people, as
well as other stakeholders involved in these con-
sultations have highlighted a constant and clear
concern: violence is a major obstacle to child de-
velopment and it needs to be brought to an end!

From the consultations held with children three
major issues have emerged:

1. Across regions children express deep concern
at the high levels of violence affecting their
lives: in the community; in schools; in the work
place and also within the home.

2. In children’s views, some manifestations of
violence have a special incidence in certain
regions, while some groups of children are
particularly marginalized and exposed to vio-
lence, including those belonging to minorities.

3. Children perceive violence not only as a crucial
and distinct priority in the Post 2015 agenda,
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but also a concern that needs to be addressed
in other development goals—especially those
set for education, health, gender equality and
poverty eradication.

Guided by thisimportant process, three crucial ac-
tions are needed to address violence against chil-
drenin the new sustainable development agenda.

First, the protection of children from violence,
including the most vulnerable and marginalized
girls and boys, must be made an explicit prior-
ity and recognized as a cross-cutting concern.
Second, it is essential to identify concrete bench-
marks and tools to monitor progress over time in
this area. Third, genuine opportunities and plat-
forms to involve children and young people in the
shaping of this agenda and inits future implemen-
tation must be established and sustained.

“Peace and stability are fundamental develop-
ment outcomes, especially in the realm of per-
sonal security and enabling people to feel safe as
they go about their daily lives. (...)

Sadly, violence is a global phenomenon. Violence
against women and children occurs in all coun-
tries. Homicide too, is global.

The UN My World survey on the post-2015 devel-
opment agenda showed that protection against
crime and violence ranks high among all popula-
tion groups in all regions.

Let us therefore work together to develop a post-
2015 development agenda that will address the
underlying causes of violence and conflict wher-
ever they occur.

Let us use sustainable development and human
rights to provide the foundations for lasting peace.

And let us build effective and trustworthy institu-
tions, promote the rule of law and pay closer, ear-
lier attention to human rights abuses.”

United Nations Secretary General, Ban Ki-moon,
New York, 24 April 2014!

United Nations Secretary General, Ban Ki-moon, New
York, 24 April 2014. http://www.un.org/sg/statements/
index.asp?nid=7614



1. Introduction

In the fourteen years since the Millennium Declara-
tion and the establishment of the MDGs, children
continue to be victims of all forms of violence in-
cluding neglect, physical aggression, emotional
abuse and sexual violence as well as forced into
marriage, killed in the name of honour, and exploit-
ed through begging and bonded labour, targeted
by gang and community violence, tortured, and are
victims of enforced disappearances and inhumane
sentencing. Violence against childrenis widespread
and pervasive and continues to compromise social
progress and development. It is strongly associ-
ated with poor rule of law and weak enforcement,
high levels of organized crime and homicide rates,
and a culture of impunity. For children, violence in
their daily lives goes hand in hand with vulnerabil-
ity and deprivation, high risks of poor health, poor
school performance, and long-term welfare de-
pendency. In today’s world, violence against chil-
dren remains pervasive and concealed. Its impact
is often irreversible, damaging the development of
the brain, especially in younger children, and com-
promises children’s physical, mental and social de-
velopment, health and education.

Beyond the negative impact onindividual child vic-
tims and their families, violence is associated with
far-reaching costs for society. It diverts billions of
dollars from social spending, slows economic de-
velopment and erodes nations’ human and social
capital. In the USA alone, the total lifetime costs
of child maltreatment, including health care, child
welfare, criminal justice, and the value of lost fu-
ture productivity and earnings are thought to be
US$124 billion every year.2 Put simply: violence can
destroy social and economic gains that took years
and decades to build. Without freedom from vi-
olence, in all its forms and manifestations, the
sustainable social and economic development of
nations cannot be fully achieved.

2 Toward a World Free from Violence. Global Survey on Vio-
lence against Children, Office of the Special Representa-
tive of the Secretary-General on Violence against Children
(OSRSG VAC), New York 2013. P xiv.

The protection of children from violence has been
voiced as a special concern by the many consulta-
tions held around the world in the lead up to the
Post-2015 Development Agenda. Similarly, the
report by the High-Level Panel on the Post-2015
Development Agenda recognized the importance
of ensuring both protection against and the elimi-
nation of all forms of violence against children. As
stressed by the High Level Panel, “to fulfil our vi-
sion of promoting sustainable development, we
must go beyond the MDGs; they did not focus
enough on reaching the very poorest and most
excluded people; and they were silent on the dev-
astating effects of (...) violence on development.”

In this regard, the High Level Panel suggested the
consideration of strategic goals and targets, in-
cluding the prevention and elimination of all forms
of violence against girls, ending child marriage, and
promoting the elimination of all forms of violence
against children in the context of security. Echo-
ing the crucial relevance of the High Level Panel’s
report, many child protection actors emphasised
the urgent need of ensuring an explicit priority
to children’s protection from violence. Moreover,
they underlined the decisive importance of main-
streaming this phenomenon as a cross-cutting
concern, with clear benchmarks and tools to mon-
itor progress over time, covering all forms of vio-
lence against girls and boys in all settings.

A distinct priority on children’s protection from vi-
olence is needed in order to ensure the necessary
leverage to effectively address violence against
children as a development priority.

For this reason child focused agencies are joining
hands to ensure that this opportunity is not missed.
This report is the outcome of a strong partnership
promoted between the Special Representative
of the UN Secretary General on Violence against
Children (SRSG VAC) and child-focused agencies
following a meeting held in Sweden in November
2013 organized by Plan International, Save the
Children, SOS Children’s Villages, Children’s Fund,
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UNICEF and CONCORD. This report has been joint-
ly developed by Plan International and Save the
Children, in close cooperation with the SRSG VAC.

Joint statement by UN Child Rights Experts: Kirsten Sandberg, Chairperson
of the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child; Marta Santos Pais, Special Representative

of the UN Secretary-General on Violence against Children; Leila Zerrougui,

Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General for Children and Armed Conflict;
Najat Maalla M’jid, UN Special Rapporteur on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution
and Child Pornography; and Susan Bissell, UNICEF’s Chief of Child Protection

New York and Geneva, 20 November 2013

Governments should make children’s protection from violence a priority in the post-2015
development agenda and back their commitments with proper funding

“Every day, millions of children are affected by con-
flict, suffer from violence, neglect, abuse and ex-
ploitation at home, in schools, in institutions, in the
community and in places where they work. These
situations are not inevitable and they can be effec-
tively prevented,” the experts said in a call to mark
Universal Children’s Day on 20th November.

The post-2015 framework is a renewed opportunity
to ensure that children’s rights are front and cen-
tre in the global development agenda to effectively
prevent and address violence against children and
fight impunity for crimes committed against them.

“To achieve sustainable development, protecting
children from violence needs to be a priority and a
cross-cutting concernin the post 2015 agenda,” the
five experts stressed.

Countries affected by violence tend to lag behind,
with higher levels of poverty and malnutrition, poor
health and school performance and special risks
for vulnerable children including those who migrate
or belong to minorities. Violence is often associat-
ed with poor rule of law and a culture of impunity.
It has far-reaching costs for society, slowing eco-
nomic development and eroding nations’ human
and social capital.

3 Access at: http://srsg.violenceagainstchildren.org/
story/2013-11-20_930#sthash.eGKyzhBc.dpuf

“The post-2015 development agenda should ad-
dress inequalities that heighten the risks of vio-
lence, abuse and exploitation of children. Gov-
ernments should meet their obligation to protect
children from violence,” the experts emphasized.

“The post-2015 agenda should include a strategic
goal and indicators on child protection to prevent
and address all forms of violence against girls and
boys, and to bring to justice those responsible for
these acts, including physical and emotional vio-
lence, child sexual abuse and exploitation and the
recruitment of children in armed conflict. Without
freedom from violence, sustainable development
cannot be fully achieved,” the experts added.

“We urge national governments and the interna-
tional community to support this process and to
provide adequate resources to protect children
from violence, abuse and exploitation, in devel-
opment and emergency situations. Inclusive, sus-
tainable and duly funded child protection systems
should be established in all countries, supported by
sound investment in social protection programmes
to address the root causes of child rights violations,
to promote universal access to basic social servic-
es that help families care for and protect their chil-
dren, and to safeguard the rights of children in need
of assistance and alternative care,” they added.?



2. Background

2.1. Method

This report is informed by a desk literature review
of a wide range of reports and contributions per-
taining to the post-2015 Development Agenda.
These include: the UN Conference on Sustain-
able Development (Rio+20) outcome report; the
High-Level Panel Report; the work of the UN Sys-
tem Task Team (UNSTT) on the Post-2015 Devel-
opment Agenda; the work of the Open Working
Group on the Sustainable Development Goals
(OWG on SDGs), as well as the National Consul-
tation processes for the Post-2015 Development
Agenda, including consultation reports and focus
group materials; Global Thematic Consultations
and Regional Thematic Consultations.

The main focus of this report is the review of the
National Consultations on the Post-2015 Develop-
ment Agenda and children’s call for the inclusion
of child protection from violence as a priority and
cross-cutting concern in the new Sustainable De-
velopment Goals. Thereport highlights the national
priorities identified and most importantly children’s
own perspectives on their protection fromviolence,
as well as recommendations and commitments
which have been made toward ensuring children’s
protection from violence in the Post-2015 Develop-
ment Agenda. A full list of the national consulta-
tions reviewed is provided in Annex 2.

2.2. The national consultation process

National consultations have been conducted all
over the world in preparation for the new global
development framework. They included broad
multi-stakeholder dialogues, designed to particu-
larly target and engage the active participation of
vulnerable populations, who otherwise might risk
not being heard or marginalised in national con-
sultation processes.* The national consultations

4 United Nations Development Group (UNDG), The Global
Conversation Begins: Emerging Views for a New Devel-

included the participation of a range of civil socie-
ty organisations, NGOs, UN organisations, private
sector representatives, labour and trade unions,
as well as governments, parliamentarians, local
decision makers, academia and expert groups.
Countries were selected on a broad spectrum:
including regional and geographic distribution,
country typology and also based on a number of
different development challenges.>

The national dialogues included a variety of con-
sultative methods, such as online surveys (My
World); one on one interviews; focus group dis-
cussions, consultation tours;® regional and local
consultations; and thematic consultations with
expert groups. Children and young people were
selected as a central focus group in most na-
tional dialogues. Groups of particularly vulnerable
children were also included and consulted, such
as: orphans; children from disadvantaged back-
grounds in rural and urban settings; children with
disabilities; children who are heads of households;
child victims of violence; children deprived of their
liberty; indigenous children; and children belong-
ing to minorities.

The national consultations provide a unique op-
portunity to capitalise on the significant recom-
mendations put forward by children and young
people on their expectations for the future, on
challenges that need to be overcome to safeguard
their well-being and required actions to address
those same challenges.

opment Agenda, 2013. (Access at: http://www.undp.org/
content/dam/undp/library/MDG/english/global-conver-
sation-begins-web.pdf).
5 ibid.
United Nations in Indonesia, The World Indonesia Wants,
Report on the UN-led Post-2015 Consultations in Indone-
sia, August 2013.



Why it is crucial to place the protection of
children from violence at the center of the
global sustainable development agenda

“The protection of children from violence has
been voiced as a special concern by the many
national consultations held around the world to
inform the post 2015 global development agen-
da (...) Similarly, the significant intergovernmen-
tal process currently underway reaffirms this
concern. It reiterates strong commitments to
prevent and address violence in schools and in
public spaces; to end violence against girls and
incidents associated with child, early and forced
marriage; toreduce crime, violence and exploita-
tion of children, as well as to eliminate discrimi-
natory laws, policies and practices, and secure a
culture of non-violence; and it calls for effective,
accountable and transparent institutions and
justice systems which are crucial to safeguard
children’s right to freedom from violence and
to fight impunity (...).The protection of children
from violence, including the most vulnerable
and marginalized girls and boys, must be made
an explicit priority and recognized as a cross-
cutting concern across relevant focus areas of
the global development agenda. This process
needs to be supported by inclusive, sustainable
and duly funded child protection systems, and
sound investment to ensure children’s universal
access to basic social services to help families
care for and protect their children”.

Marta Santos Pais,

Special Representative

of the Secretary-General

on Violence against Children’

7 Access at: http://srsg.violenceagainstchildren.org/

story/2014-04-24_988#sthash.RqvHkUel.dpuf
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Why it is crucial to place the protection of
children from violence at the center of the
global sustainable development agenda

"We need a goal on ending Violence against
Children. This needs to be a truly universal agen-
da. We missed it in the MDGs and continue to
neglect children today. We must combine leg-
islation with social change. This is the only way
to transform power relations and norms related
to violence at all levels. | wish to emphasize the
urgency to address violence against girls. They
are subject to specific forms of violence that oc-
curin childhood such as FGM and child marriage.
But do not leave boys out of this equation. They
are partners in solutions to discriminatory prac-
tices and experience specific forms of violence
and neglect as a result of gender discrimination.

It should not be taken for granted that children
areincluded in adolescents and/or youth groups.
Doing so will be a major setback to children who
have been central in the Millennium Declaration
and most recently in the Rio+20 outcome docu-
ment. We must recapture the World Fit for Chil-
dren plan of action and be accountable to the
fact that we have unfinished business with chil-
dren that has been lagging for decades”.

Charles Badenoch,

World Vision’s Vice-President for Global Advocacy
during the High Level Event of the president

of the General Assembly on “The Contribution of
Women, the Young and Civil Society

to the Post-2015 Development Agenda”,

6 March 2014, New York

”"We strongly recommend that the promotion
and protection of the rights and well-being of
children be well reflected in the post-2015 de-
velopment agenda, including the issue of elimi-
nation of any form of violence and discrimina-
tion against children”.

Costa Rica,

on behalf of the Latin American

and Caribbean States,

Statement made during the High Level Event

of the President of the General Assembly

on The Contribution of Women, the Young

and Civil Society to the Post-2015 Development
Agenda”. 6th March 2014, New York



3. Main findings of the consultation process

3.1. Violence—a priority for children and youth

Countless children and young people have been
involved in the consultations on the post 2015
agenda. Time and time again, children’s message
was strong and clear: violence is a major obstacle
to child development and it urgently needs to be
brought to an end!

Across regions children express deep concern at
the high levels of violence affecting their lives: in
the community; in schools; in the work place and
also within the home.

For children, violence constitutes a major barrier
to their development and well-being, and to the
ability of leading a good life. Girls are at particular-
ly high risk of sexual violence, and boys at special
risk of more severe forms of domestic violence,?
crime related violence and homicide.

This explains why children themselves rank
protection from violence as their second high-
est development priority, immediately after
education. In turn, education is recognized as in-
dispensable to prevent and address violence. In
children’s views, education strengthens life skills
and healthy life styles and helps to prevent vio-
lence, counter intolerance, and enhance dialogue
and critical thinking, helping to prevent fear and
violence related drop-outs—such as those asso-
ciated with early pregnancy, early and forced mar-
riage and child labour.

8 Domestic violence’ for the purpose of this report refers to
violence perpetrated by an intimate partner or by a fam-
ily member, usually referring to violence that occurs within
the home setting. This includes violence against women,
girls and boys. It includes all forms of violence, including
physical punishment and sexual violence. Children identi-
fied domestic violence as a major concern and obstacle to
their healthy development and well-being. The review of
the national consultations concluded that children referred
to domestic violence as violence that occurred within the
family and in the home setting, intrafamilial violence was a
synonymous term used to reference this type of violence in
the context of the national consultations.

“In the World we want there will be no domestic
violence”

Child group number]1,
provincial meeting Dok. South, Angola

“| dream to finish school, get a job, get married,
have two kids, have a house, have a car and have
some peace at home without violence in the
family...”

Student from Tete, Mozambique

“| don’t think us (we are) focusing enough on
abuse against children. They are (not) trying but
instead they are turning a blind eye. And while
they are not paying attention more children are
dying...”

Youth focus group participant, Jamaica

In children’s views, various manifestations of vio-
lence have a special incidence in certain regions,
while some groups of children are particularly mar-
ginalized and exposed to violence. This regional
perspective is further detailed in section 4 below.

Violence is identified as a priority by children in all
regions, in all social groups, including in conflict-af-
fected countries, as well as those not affected by
conflict. In this regard, it is important to recall that
90% of violent deaths occurring every year take
place in non-conflict situations.® Thus, children’s
protection from violence needs to be secured at
all times and in all countries and not only in war
affected nations.

Throughout the national consultations, violence
was more frequently identified as a major de-
velopment concern by children and women,
than any other focus groups. There is a consen-

9 Geneva Declaration, Global Burden of Armed Violence,
2011. (Access at: http://www.genevadeclaration.org/
measurability/global-burden-of-armed-violence/global-
burden-of-armed-violence-2011.html).
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sus among children themselves that violence is
a major obstacle to their healthy development.
However, other focus groups, such as the private
sector, labour organisations and civil society or-
ganisations, did not always reflect this in their dis-
cussions and recommendations.

In order to reflect the importance and urgency
of protecting children from violence, children
themselves are calling for the development
agenda to explicitly incorporate their protection
from violence.

Children perceive violence not only as a crucial
priority in and of itself for the Post 2015 agenda,
but also as a cross-cutting concern that many
other goals need to effectively address—espe-
cially under education, health, gender equality
and poverty eradication.

The interrelated nature and obstacles created
by violence in various settings and in relation to
different themes will be discussed in the subse-
quent sections of this report.

Between 2012-2013 more than 12’000 children
and young people, between the ages of 8 to 17
years old, participated in consultations organ-
ised by child focused agencies around the world.
They identified that “violence against children
was prioritised by boys and girls as one of their
most significant concerns that must be ad-
dressed in the Post-2015 agenda.

They found that girls and boys want to end:

“Physical and humiliating punishment in homes,
schools, care institutions and other settings

Sexual violence and abuse in homes, schools,
care institutions and other settings

Harmful child work

Child marriage, trafficking and other harmful
practices”.'®

10 source: A World Without Violence against Children: Chil-
dren and Young People’s Voices and Recommendations
for the Post 2015 Agenda, Joint report by Plan Internation-
al, Save the Children, UNICEF, Child Fund, Child Link, Terre
des Hommes, Every Child, Family for Every Child, SOS Chil-
dren’s villages, Butterflies, World Vision, SOLWODI, CH,
Pendekezo Letu, Partners for Every Child,Movimiento Mun-
dial por la Infancia de Latinamerica, y El Caribe.

3.2. Violence—a cross-cutting priority across
multiple development goals

The national consultations brought to light chil-
dren’s perception of violence as a major stan-
dalone priority, as well as a cross-cutting concern,
which a number of development goals need to ef-
fectively address. As violence against children is
multidimensional and cannot be dealt with as a
single cause and effect relationship, this section
looks at violence as a cross-cutting issue under a
number of sectors, in line with the current propos-
al for Sustainable Development Goals™. It is based
on findings from the comprehensive consultation
process, including both the national consultations
and the 11 Thematic Consultations.

3.2.1. Endpovertyinallits forms everywhere

Poverty and violence against children are highly
interconnected, and the links between the two
are multifaceted. Violence and deprivation have
a cumulative impact on children’s development,
increasing the risks of poor health, poor school
performanceandlong-termwelfare dependency.’?
The interlinkages between poverty and violence
were frequently discussed during the national
consultations for the post-2015 development
agenda. Stakeholders, including children, identi-
fied the obstacles that exist to their development
and well-being, the underlying reasons and their
proposed solutions to these problems. In this con-
text, participants identified violence as an un-
derlying cause of poverty, in the same manner
poverty was commonly identified as an underly-
ing cause of violence.

Child labour and the sexual exploitation of chil-
dren, for example, were seen to follow in the
footsteps of poverty. Indeed, children are often re-
quired or forced to contribute to the family income,
perpetuating a cycle of poverty and they may drop
out of school to engage in fulltime labour that will
most probably be under paid and hazardous to
the development and health of the child.

Outcome of United Nations General Assembly Open Work-
ing Group on Sustainable Development Goals, July 2014.

Toward a World Free from Violence. Global Survey on Vio-
lence against Children, Office of the Special Representa-
tive of the Secretary-General on Violence against Children
(OSRSG VAC), New York 2013. p11.



In the national consultations, children reported
being subjected to multiple forms of violence, dis-
crimination, exploitation and hazards in the work
place, and expressed the wish to stay in school,
identifying it as a means of attaining a higher level
of life quality, and as a means to break the cycle
of poverty.

The interlinkage between poverty and violence
calls for concerted multi-stakeholder action, af-
fecting a multitude of thematic development
areas such as inclusive and quality education,
protection against discrimination, universal ac-
cess to basic social services, food security and the
effective protection from violence. The consulta-
tions highlight children’s particular vulnerability to
poverty and violence, and as such recommenda-
tions were made by all groups of stakeholders in
most countries to particularly address children
and young people in national and international
development plans.

Violence, abuse and exploitation are reinforcing
dimensions of poverty'? and cannot be addressed
separately but rather should be addressed in a ho-
listic manner.

3.2.2. Promoting Equality and Protection
from Discrimination

The challenges to child protection as a result of
poverty and inequality are more difficult to over-
come when they are compounded by social ex-
clusion and discrimination. Children, as well as
other stakeholders, in many of the consultations
highlishted discrimination against children with
disabilities, children belonging to minorities and
disadvantaged children, as a major concern. Mar-
ginalisation and discrimination take place in the
community, in schools, in homes, in the work-
place, and perpetrators were identified as the
general public, teachers and peers in schools,
family members and public institutions such as
health care service providers and judicial bodies.

13 See also: Recommendations for a Post-2015 Development
Agenda, Recapturing the vision of a 'World Fit for Children,
Joint Position Paper, Child Fund Alliance, Plan Internation-
al, Save the Children, SOS Children’s Villages, UNICEF and
World Vision.
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Wide discrepancies between rural and urban
service provision was identified as a particular
development concern in Moldova, Senegal, An-
gola, Algeria, among other countries. Stakehold-
ers called for the safeguard of equitable access
to basic services, such as health care, education
and justice and called for increased presence of
civil society organisations, NGOs and UN agencies
in rural areas to ensure that children can access
the services they need, and are entitled to. These
services are also deemed as essential to prevent
risky behaviour among adolescents and children
in rural areas affected by poverty. Such risky be-
haviour was deemed in the consultations to lead
to, or be the result of, violence, and to be strongly
associated with the continuance of a culture of
violence in many countries.

Equity was recognised by a wide range of stake-
holders as an underlying prerequisite to ensure
stable and peaceful communities, as large social
divides are seen to negatively affect social cohe-
sion and solidarity, as well as aggravating a sense
of frustration among impoverished populations.

3.2.3. Ensureinclusive and equitable
quality education and promote life-
long learning opportunities for all

In most countries, children spend more time in the
care of adults in educational settings than any-
where else outside of their homes. Schools have
a responsibility to protect children from violence,
therefore adults who oversee and work in schools
are required to ensure a safe non-violent environ-
ment that supports and promotes children’s dignity
and development. In this connection, the Conven-
tion on the Rights of the Child (CRC) calls on States
Parties to ensure that school discipline is admin-
istered in a manner consistent with the child’s hu-
man dignity and in conformity with the principles
and provisions of the Convention.”* Despite this,
in schools around the world many children are ex-
posed to sexual, physical and emotional violence,
and are surrounded by a culture of violence.

4 CRC article 28, $ 2. As cited in “Toward a World Free from
Violence. Global Survey on Violence against Children”. Of-
fice of the Special Representative of the Secretary-Gen-
eral on Violence against Children (OSRSG VAC), New York
2013. p.34.



8 Why children’s protection from violence must be at the heart of the Post-2015 development agenda

Overall, education was ranked the highest priori-
ty among all focus groups in the national consul-
tations, across all regions, including by children
themselves. Children identified education as the
best opportunity to improve their well-being, and
recognized the potential of education to develop
their talents and abilities, to strengthen their life
skills and provide them with the necessary skills
to lead non-violent and productive lives. Howev-
er, in the consultations children also highlighted
violence in schools as a major obstacle to their
well-being and development.’> Children recog-
nised being subject to many manifestations of vi-
olence in schools:'® these include bullying, gender
based violence, discrimination, violence by teach-
ers and other staff. An emerging concern among
children in school is the enormous pressure they
are under to succeed academically, and at times
pushing children to commit suicide.

The effects of violence in school cannot be ignored
and they include; fear, perpetration of violence,
disengaged students, learning impairments, men-
tal health problems, physical problems (in cases
where the violence is very severe) and also chil-
dren dropping out of school.

In Egypt, most childrenin the focus group who had
dropped out of school identified violence perpe-
trated by teachers as the main reason for leaving
school.

The Costa Rica Consultation addressed the issue
of violence against children in schools and rec-
ommended improving relations and ties between
families and schools. Children called for teach-
ers’ increased responsibility to address bullying
through preventive action, including responsible
parenting, providing assistance to children who

15 The following national consultations identified violence
in schools as a special concern: Brazil; Costa Rica; Peru;
Honduras; Saint Lucia; Albania; Serbia; Turkey; Tajikistan;
Irag; Egypt; Yemen; India; Indonesia; Vietnam; Bangladesh;
Malawi; Mozambique; Nigeria, Senegal, Gabon, Togo, Tan-
zania and Rwanda.

6 Brazil, Costa Rica, Peru, Honduras, Saint Lucia, India, Indo-

nesia, Vietnam, Bangladesh, Malawi, Mozambique, Nige-
ria, Senegal, Gabon, Togo, Rwanda, Zambia.

bully, identifying causes of bullying and organising
projects to prevent this form of violence."”

In Vietnam children called for greater protection
from violence in schools, including bullying, which
children and youth identified as a widespread
problem. “I am looking forward to a future when
school violence no longer exists. | wish my school
mates and students in general would be more
friendly to one another”.

Male student, 14 years old, Long An, Vietnam.'8

Some of the most commonly identified reasons
for girls dropping out of school was early or forced
marriage and early pregnancy, most commonly
resulting from sexual violence:'®

“One of the main reasons for gender inequality is
child marriage which deprives girls from elemen-
tary and secondary education. This leads to un-
educated mothers and uneducated children. It is
a vicious cycle.”

A girl 20 years old, from an urban area
National youth consultation in Shirvan, Azerbaijan.

The national consultations show a wide consen-
sus on the importance of quality education which
provides children and young people with a cur-
ricula that encompasses a holistic approach to
education, that teaches life-skills, including sexual
education, and which is adapted to national and
local circumstances. Education is seen as key to
overcome social acceptance of violence against
children and to address gender inequality through
gender sensitive education that is inclusive and
non-discriminatory toward girls, towards persons
with disabilities as well as children belonging to

7 UN Country Team, the Ministry of Planning of Costa Rica,
Building a development agenda, Costa Rica’s National
Post 2015 Consultation, April 2013.

United Nations Viet Nam, Consolidated Report on Viet
Nam’s Post-2015 Consultation Process, 2013.

Consultations that identified early marriage and early
pregnancy as a main reason for girls dropping out of
school: Tajikistan, Kazakhstan, Azerbaijan, Albania, Tur-
key, Indonesia, India, Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, Bang-
ladesh, Egypt, Irag, Yemen, Senegal, Uganda, Gabon, Ni-
ger, Rwanda, Zambia, Mozambique, Dominican Republic,
Costa Rica, Tanzania.



minorities and marginalised groups. Focus groups
and stakeholders recognized that academic learn-
ing is not sufficient to provide children with the nec-
essary skills to become well-functioning citizens,
or active professionals. Children and young peo-
ple are calling for a curriculum that strengthens
and emphasises inclusion, human rights, peace
and peaceful communication, and provides chil-
dren with the skills necessary to address vio-
lence and other challenges in life. Children and all
stakeholders are also calling for quality education
that teaches healthy life skills, including the effects
of drugs, alcohol and tobacco.

The Thematic e-discussions recognized that
education should “equip citizens with skills in
dialogue and critical thinking, enabling them to
counter messages of intolerance and all forms of
violence.”2° The Thematic Consultation on Educa-
tion also stressed the need to ensure a safe and
healthy learning environment as essential to
quality education.

The interconnected benefits of investments in
quality education are immeasurable—generat-
ing greater economic returns and growth for in-
dividuals and societies, creating lasting impact
on health and gender equality, and leading to
safer, more resilient and stable societies. It plays
a crucial role in shaping personal and collective
identities, promoting social capital and cohe-
siveness, and in the formation of responsible cit-
izenship, based on principles of respect for life.

Education also has a key role to play in conflict
prevention and peacebuilding as well as in dis-
aster preparedness and risk reduction.

“Equitable, Quality Education and Lifelong
Learning for All” is proposed as the overarching
goal for education.?'

20 UNESCO, UNICEF and the UN, Post-2015 Global Thematic
Consultation on Education, Summary Report of the e-dis-
cussion on Equitable Access to Education, The World We
Want, p 8.

Executive Summary of the Education Global Thematic
Consultation.

21
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In Zambia, Women’s groups identified violence
against women and girls as a result of a lack of
education, age-old social practices, and inad-
equate policy and implementation measures.
They highlighted that those most affected were
girls, as well as women, with a low level of edu-
cation. They identified as solutions: education
and life-skills; governance and accountabil-
ity; policy and interventions to address gender-
based violence.

School children identified school drop out as a
major impediment to development. Child mar-
riage and teenage pregnancies were identified
to be the most common reasons for dropping
out. 22

Early childhood development (ECD) was raised
by several national consultations as important
to address poverty and rural-urban disparities,
both of which are underlying causes of violence.
In Tanzania, representatives from universities and
research institutions identified ECD as a cross-
cutting concern, and an effective tool to address-
ing poverty reduction especially in rural areas, and
to ensure that those children do not fall behind.

22 7ambia National Consultation on the post-2015 Develop-
ment Agenda.
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The Turkey Consultation

“The cross-cutting issue of Early Childhood Devel-
opment (ECD)-which spans health, social protec-
tion and education-has been discussed as part of
the inequalities theme. The reason why ECD is in-
cluded in Inequalities, is because global research
has identified ECD as a powerful equalizer. Social
inequalities in early life contribute to inequities
in health later on, through ECD and educational
attainment. Children from disadvantaged back-
grounds are more likely to do poorly in school and
subsequently as adults are more likely to have
lower incomes and higher fertility rates, and be
less empowered to provide good health, nutrition
and stimulation to their own children, thus con-
tributing to the inter-generational transmission of
disadvantage. The seeds of adult gender inequity
are also sown in early childhood. Gender sociali-
zation and gender biases in the early years of life
have impacts on child development, particularly
among girls. Reducing health inequalities within a
generation requires a new way of thinking about
child development. An approach is needed that
embraces a more comprehensive understanding
of the development of young children, including
not just physical survival but also social/emotional
and language/cognitive development.”

3.2.4. Achieve gender equality and
empower all women and girls

Violence against women and children, and gen-
der-based discrimination, were the most com-
monly identified forms of violence, among all
national consultations reviewed. They were iden-
tified as important obstacles to development
in all regions and by all categories of stakehold-
ers, including children. Multiple forms of violence
against women and children were identified, these
include: gender based sexual violence, sexual har-
assment, child marriage, teen pregnancy, FGM/C,
domestic violence, verbal and physical abuse, and
sexual violence as a weapon of war.

23 United Nations Egypt, Egypt Post-2015 National Consulta-
tions, May 2013.

24 See also the Istanbul Declaration.

“The Istanbul consultations on ECD mentioned the
following priorities for the national and global lev-
els: ensure funded, inclusive and integrated ECD
policies and (promote) protective programs for all
young children 0-8 years, especially the most dis-
advantaged, by 2020: ensure national and subna-
tional data is routinely collected to monitor trends
and disparities in the ECD and generate evidence
based knowledge to inform budgeting and policies;
support the expansion of a global alliance with a
portaland clearinghouse for the generation, sharing
and dissemination of knowledge and for research
development and networking; create an innovative
global funding mechanism for early childhood de-
velopment that will support the above at all levels,
with an increased role for local government”.

“Everything is based on education. If we want
peace in the world, if we want a sustainable envi-
ronment and future, if we desire resources to be
used efficiently, it all depends on education. Each
of these depends on the values we teach to human
beings who are in early childhood. If we can achieve
this, the problem will be solved anyway.”23

Mayor of Istanbul 24

A further concern highlighted by women and girl
victims of violence in the consultations was the ex-
istence of social practices and beliefs that inhibit
women and girls from reporting incidences of vio-
lence, particularly sexual violence. In Egypt, wom-
en and girls revealed that they are reluctant to
report incidences of sexual harassment and rape
because they are perceived as being partially or to-
tally responsible for having been attacked, due to
being ‘inappropriately’ dressed or having been out
on the streets at ‘inappropriate’ hours.?s Victims of
sexual abuse in Malawi spoke of the cultural be-
liefs that prevent them from speaking out when a
male member of the family abuses them, as it is
deemed disrespectful. Based on this, most girls
take alongtimetoreveal abuse to the authorities.2®

25 United Nations Egypt, Egypt Post-2015 National Consulta-
tions, May 2013.

26 Government of the Republic of Malawi and the UN, Malawi
Post 2015 Development Agenda, National Consultations



The post-2015 consultations reiterate global re-
search findings?” that show that many manifesta-
tions of violence have a gender-dimension, with
girls particularly at risk of sexual violence and boys
of physical punishment and gang-related violence.

In order to address gender-based violence, stake-
holders pointed at the need to change the mind-
set of people and toensure women’s and children’s
(girls and boys) active participation in decision-
making, education and the work force. In Asia,
Europe and the Commonwealth of Independent
States (CIS) countries, the need to eradicate the
social barriers to women’s and girls’ freedom of
mobility was highlighted as a means of furthering
women’s empowerment and addressing gender-
based violence.

In Latin America and the Caribbean, Africa, Europe
and the CIS countries, the need to address and
change the norms of masculinity and male culture
that perpetuate gender based violence was high-
lighted. Among the recommendations made were:
the adoption of a legal prohibition of all forms of
violence against women and girls in all settings;
ensuring effective implementation of the Conven-
tion on the Elimination of Discrimination against
Women (CEDAW) and removing all reservations
towards it's complete implementation; include
gender sensitisation and the rights of women and
children into the school curriculum from an early
age; promote and disseminate information on
the rights of women and girls in rural areas; and
strengthen the legal protection from discrimina-
tion to provide stronger protection of women and
children from gender based discrimination.

The national consultations in all regions high-
lighted the need to include boys and men in
gender sensitisation processes and education
programmes, giving particular priority to the mat-
ter of transforming male norms as a means of
addressing violence and building peaceful and
stable social interactions in all settings.

on the Post MDGs, Report, May 2013.

27 Toward a World Free from Violence. Global Survey on Vio-
lence against Children, Office of the Special Representa-
tive of the Secretary-General on Violence against Children
(OSRSG VAC), New York 2013, p. xv.
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In Egypt, women pointed out that the dissemi-
nation of information and awareness raising
campaigns aimed at strengthening the rights of
women and girls, should be led by the government
and the media in order to be effective.2®

In different regions, including Latin America and the
Caribbean?®, stakeholders also called for increased
access to sexual reproductive health services for
women, children and adolescents, including fam-
ily planning services and sexual reproductive infor-
mation and education to address the problem of
sexual violence toward women and children.

The Thematic Consultation on Education con-
firmed the effects of gender discrimination and
violence on the education of girls, identifying sex-
val and reproductive issues such as teenage preg-
nancy and sexual violence as factors leading to
greater dropout rates of girls from schools, lead-
ing to further disadvantage and inhibiting girls’
empowerment. “In the absence of effective sexu-
al and reproductive health education, adolescent
girls are especially vulnerable to pregnancy and
sexual violence, which negatively impact school
participation and attainment.”?°

The High Level Dialogue on Health held in Gaboro-
ne, in March of 2013, recognized that “Sexual and
reproductive health and rights (and in particular
delivering on universal access to contraceptives)
must be addressed. Special attention is required
for adolescents and youth, including comprehen-
sive sexuality education, as well as protection
from sexual violence and abuse”?'. Children and
adolescents in all regions®?, along with civil socie-
ty, NGOs and UN Agencies, similarly called for the
need to address teen pregnancies through the use

28 Egypt Post-2015 National Consultations.
29 Bolivia, Brazil, Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Ja-
maica Saint Lucia.

30 Executive summary of the Education Global Thematic
Consultation, p 4.

31 Meeting Report, High Level Dialogue on Health in the post-
2015 Development Agenda, Gaborone, 4-6 March 2013.

32 Dominican Republic, Costa Rica, Colombia, Ecuador, Ja-
maica, Turkey, Bangladesh, Irag, Senegal; Zambia, Mo-
zambique, Bangladesh, among others.
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of sexual reproductive education for children and
young people.

Overall, the consultations highlisht an urgent
need for greater sensitivity toward the gender di-
mensions of violence, including, very importantly,
the recognition that addressing gender-based vio-
lence means working with boys and men as well
as girls and women.

Recommendations made to protect and
strengthen sexual reproductive rights
of women and girls, and invest in sexual
reproductive health education

Pakistan: “Proper legislation and their imple-
mentation mechanisms should be put in place
to discourage and prevent child marriages and
other forms of child abuse.”

“The new (development) framework should pro-
vide a greater focus on sexual and reproductive
rights for women. The right of women to the use
of contraceptives and family planning should be
reinforced in the new framework.”

Bolivia: Thematic priorities for the development
agenda included: Sexual reproductive rights,
health and education; eradicating all forms of vi-
olence against women and increase the budget
dedicated to sexual violence.

Dominican Republic: Children identified love,
family, protection, protecting family and life
in peace as their main priority concerns. They
pointed out that their sexual rights were not be-
ing respected.

Indonesia: The Expert group on population
dynamics made the following recommenda-
tion: Address and harness population dynam-
ics through rights based and gender-responsive
policies, which ensure the sexual and reproduc-
tive health and rights for all, eliminate discrimi-
nation, coercion and violence, and promote
inclusive and participatory approaches to devel-
opment planning.

Gabon: Family planning is an essential tool to
ensure that girls and women attain sexual repro-
ductive empowerment.

3.2.5. Children’s protection from harmful
practices, including female genital
mutilation/cutting (FGM/C)

Harmful practices, including FGM/C, were raised
as a development concern both under the theme
of Gender equality, and under Health in many of
the national consultations. Harmful practices
were identified broadly across the African conti-
nent and also in Asia and the Middle East33 as an
obstacle to social development, and especially
the empowerment of women and girls.

FGM/C and other harmful practices, such as hon-
our killings, early and forced marriage, degrading
initiation rites, son preference and witchcraft ritu-
als, greatly impact children’s health and develop-
ment, and instil a deep fear of violence in their
everyday lives. In the consultations, both boys and
girls voiced concerns about these practices in
all regions, pointing at the negative effects these
practices have on their development, but also at
the negative impacts these practices have on
their sense of security within their families and
communities. Supporting the proactive role of
the family and a clear legal ban on these practises
are essential to ensure children’s effective protec-
tion.?* Promoting good examples of how families
and communities are strengthened by opting to
eliminate harmful practices, and other forms of
violence against children, is a good way to posi-
tively address and overcome these practices.

Women, girls and boys, civil society, Govern-
ments, UN agencies, health experts, academia,
NGOs and UN Agencies, participating in the na-
tional consultations called for the prohibition of
FGM/C and other harmful practices. Among the
recommendations and suggestions made were to
engage in awareness raising campaigns, particu-
larly in poverty stricken rural areas, as part of ba-
sic health care services in order to ensure that the
ban on the practice of FGM/C is enforced.

33 Ethiopia, Burkina Faso, Djibouti, Gambia, Gabon, Uganda,
Liberia, Senegal, Mozambique, Nigeria, Egypt, Iraq, Moroc-
co, India and Indonesia.

34 Office of the SRSG VAC and Plan International, Protecting

Children from Harmful Practices in Plural Legal Systems,
New York, 2012.



In the Egyptian consultation, there was concern
among women and girls that conservative dis-
course has led to the questioning of the criminali-
zation of FGM/C, which is seen as a dire regression
of the gender cause.

“The African Group believes that it is important
to adopt and accelerate the effective implemen-
tation of laws and policy measures that would
remove discriminatory provisions in legal frame-
works and promote women and girls’ access to
justice; furthermore, to work with community
leaders, men and boys as strategic partners in
the elimination of all forms of discrimination
and violence against women and girls; by under-
standing and addressing the root causes of gen-
der inequality such as unequal power relations,
social norms, practises and stereotypes that
perpetuate discrimination against women and
girls which include among others, harmful prac-
tises, child, early and forced marriage, female
genital mutilation, commercial sexual exploita-
tion, child pornography, domestic violence and
trafficking in persons.”
Statement by
H.E. Ambassador Jodo Soares Da Gama,
Permanent Representative of Guinea-Bissau to
the UN, on behalf of the African Group
during the 58th session
of the Commission on the Status of Women.
New York, 2014

3.2.6. Ensure healthy lives and promote
well-being for all at all ages

Health was identified as one of the top priority are-
asinthe consultations. Globally, the consequences
of violence on children’s health and development
are well documented.?> Violence has a devastat-
ing impact upon children, threatening both their
survival and development and can lead to:

= Fatal or non-fatal injury (possibly leading to
disability).

35 Toward a World Free from Violence. Global Survey on Vio-
lence against Children, Office of the Special Representa-
tive of the Secretary-General on Violence against Children
(OSRSG VAC), New York 2013. p.2.

Main findings of the consultation process 13

Nearly two-thirds of premature deaths and one-
third of the total disease burden in adults are as-
sociated with conditions or behaviours that be-
gan in their youth, including: tobacco use, a lack
of physical activity, unprotected sex or exposure
to violence.

Promoting healthy practices during adolescence,
and taking steps to better protect young people
from health risks is critical to the future of coun-
tries’ health and social infrastructure and to the
prevention of health problems in adulthood.33

= Health problems (including failure to thrive,
and lung, heart and liver disease and sexually
transmitted infections in later life).

= Cognitive impairment (including
school and work performance).

impaired

= Psychological and emotional conseguences
(feelings of rejection, impaired attachment,
trauma, fear, anxiety, insecurity and shattered
self-esteem).

=  Mental health problems (anxiety and depres-
sion, hallucinations, memory disturbances and
suicide attempts).

= Risky behaviours (substance abuse and early
initiation of sexual activity).

= Developmental and behavioural consequenc-
es, such as non-attendance at school, and an-
tisocial and destructive behaviour, leading to
poor relationships, school exclusion and con-
flict with the law.

= The risk of further victimization and an accu-
mulation of violent experiences, including vio-
lent relationships in later life.

Every year, violence affects millions of children of
all ages and stages of development. An estimated
430 children and young people aged 10-24 years
die every day due tointerpersonal violence alone.?”

36 WHO 2013, Young People: Health Risks and Solutions.

37 WHO 2013, Young people: health risks and solutions. (Ac-
cess at: http:/www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/
fs345/en/).



14 Why children’s protection from violence must be at the heart of the Post-2015 development agenda

In a written submission to the Thematic Consul-
tation on Health, domestic violence?s contextual-
ized with reference to women'’s rights and status,
and gender relations- was identified as a key issue
to be addressed by the post-2015 framework.2° In
the consultations, several stakeholders adopted
this approach of identifying domestic violence- vi-
olence against women and children- as a grow-
ing health concern.

Child and teenage pregnancy was also a major
health challenge identified in the consultations
in all regions. The main causes of child and teen-
age pregnancies were identified by the majority
of stakeholders as child marriage and sexual vio-
lence. The WHO has identified early pregnancy
and childbirth as one of the major health prob-
lems faced by young people, and estimates that
it affects 16 million girls aged 15-19 years of age
annually.*® Therefore protecting women and girls
from sexual violence ensures that young girls will
not die due to the complications and risks that
they face while pregnant and during child birth,
due to the fact that their bodies are not fully de-
veloped.#

Stakeholders participating in the national con-
sultations called for a more holistic approach to
health, including preventive healthcare, violence
prevention plans, mental healthcare services as
well as sexual reproductive education and ser-
vices. During the Tenth Open Working Group ses-
sion on Sustainable Development Goals, Ethiopia

38 *Domestic violence’ for the purpose of this report refers to
violence perpetrated by an intimate partner or by a family
member, and usually referring to violence that occurs with-
in the home setting. Thisincludes violence against women,
girls and boys. It includes all forms of violence, including
physical punishment and sexual violence. Children identi-
fied domestic violence as a major concern and obstacle to
their healthy development and well-being. The review of
the national consultations concluded that children referred
to domestic violence as violence that occurred within the
family and in the home setting, intrafamilial violence was a
synonymous term used to reference this type of violence in
the context of the national consultations.

39 Health in the post 2015 agenda, Report on the Global The-
matic Consultation on Health, April 2013, p 99.

40 Thijs estimate was made in 2002 by the WHO.
41 WHO 2013, Young People: health risks and solutions.

called for the incorporation of a health target on
ending all forms of violence against women and
children emphasising that violence is not only a
human rights concern- but also a crucial public
health question.

Youth bulge

In the consultations, a commonly addressed
health and population dynamics concern was a
growing “youth bulge”. Turkey for example has
a population of which more than 50 per cent
is comprised of persons below the age of 2942,
Some countries such as Sudan“® and Yemen“4
have populations with close to, or above, 50 per
cent being below the age of 18. The median age in
Sub Saharan Africa is 18 years.

In Yemen, as is also the case in other countries,
youth unemployment calls for an increased and
meaningful participation of young people in deci-
sion making processes, as a way of ensuring social
stability. In the case of Yemen, youth unemploy-
ment of 15-24 year olds, was at 52.9 per cent in
2012. This, combined with youth’s limited influ-
encein decision-making, was identified as a signif-
icant source of frustration and a cause of violent
behaviour among young people.*s

In Turkey, where every one-in-two peopleis a child
or a young person, the need to address youth as a
population dynamics priority was highlighted dur-
ing the HABITAT Youth Consultation held in 2013.
The consultation called for the implementation
of youth specific policies that are developed in a
holistic manner, and recommended the provision
of comprehensive and informative services as a
priority concern, including accessible and inclu-
sive youth-friendly health care services, especially
in the field of adolescent health. The consultation

42 United Nations Turkey Country Team, Development Agen-
da of Turkey for Post 2015, National Consultations Report,
2013.

43 |n Sudan 47% of the population was under the age of 16,
in 2008. “Sudan Views” Contribution to Post-2015 Global
Development Agenda, February 2013.

44 Half of the population of Yemen is under 15. United Nations
Yemen, Post 2015 Country Consultation, August 2013.

45 ibid.



suggested structuring human rights education
and sexual health education by age and integrat-
ing these dimensions into the curricula from pri-
mary school and onward.4®

Preventive healthcare,
including violence prevention

Violence was identified as a serious health con-
cernintheconsultations, with particular attention
being given to the effects of sexual violence and
gender based discrimination, domestic violence,
crime and the interrelation between substance
abuse and violence affecting children’s lives. The
national consultations call for a broad approach
to improving health, and prioritising preventive
health approaches as a long-term solution to
violence against children and women.

In Europe and the CIS, consultations identified
“risky behaviour” as both a major health concern
for young people and children, as they become in-
volved in substance abuse, including nicotine and
alcohol dependency, as well as risky sexual be-
haviour. This behaviour and “risky lifestyle” is in-
terrelated with various forms of violence, such as:
sexual violence; sexual exploitation; peer violence;
gang violence; and homicide.*’

The elimination of gender based violence, par-
ticularly sexual violence, was clearly identified as
a health prerogative in relation to the HIV/AIDS
epidemic, as sexual violence toward women and
children are identified drivers of the epidemic.

The Papua New Guinea consultation called for the
integration of child protection measures into the
national health services. In Montenegro, children
and youth, civil society and NGOs, recommended
incorporating child protection mechanisms such
as child and youth friendly counselling, complaint
and reporting mechanisms into already existing
health care service provision.

Children and young people expressed the need to
have permanent places towhich they canturnwith

46 Development Agenda of Turkey for Post 2015.

47 WHO further identifies the increase of these behaviour-
al risk factors as a result of having been a victim of child
abuse.
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their worries, both in cases involving their physical
health, but also their mental health, including as
a result of violence. It was seen as necessary to
provide both women and children with safe and
easily accessible places to report incidences of
violence. Screening programs as part of primary
health care services were also recommended as
a means of identifying and addressing violence as
a health concern, and were seen to have great po-
tential to improve data collection on violence.

From the national consultations, it is clear that chil-
dren and young people are calling for systematic
support systems to prevent falling into substance
abuse, and also services to help those children and
young people that have become substance abus-
ers. Recommendations made included preventive
health approaches, such as lifestyle coaching in
the school curricula, to teach about healthy life-
styles and the effects and dangers of substance
abuse. Children and youth in Brazil recommend-
ed creating more facilities for culture, leisure and
sports and other measures to reduce drug traffick-
ing and drug use. This was a suggestion brought
up by several stakeholders also as a means of re-
ducing children and youth’s incentive to engage in
crime, violence and gang activity, as part of a holis-
tic approach to child protection and health.

Children in Peru, Costa Rica, India, Papua New
Guinea, the Philippines, Angola, Gabon, Azer-
baijan and Moldova identified alcohol related
violence as a form of violence to which they are
frequently subjected, and from which they call for
protection. In Peru, children feel that parents are
not being good role models, that they are often
drunk and violent.

In Djibouti, young people identified violence
against women and children as a health concern,
identifying poverty as the underlying cause, and
that in order to address the problem good govern-
ance within the health sector is necessary.

The national development plan for 2013-2017,
jointly developed by UNDP and the Government of
Djibouti,encompasses a priority area aimed at im-
proving access to basic social services, with par-
ticular focus on vulnerable groups such as women
and children, adolescents and youth. Within this
thematic priority, the national development plan
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identifies women and children’s protection from
violence as a target.

Many consultations across the regions also high-
light the need to ensure that health goals and
targets do not purely reflect quantitative meas-
urements. As part of this rationale, the concern for
the mental health of the population, and particu-
larly of children, has become an emerging concern
among stakeholders. In Mali, Kazakhstan, Tur-
key and Azerbaijan, among others, stakeholders
made recommendations to include targets on the
implementation of special psychological support
services for children. The Azerbaijan consultation
recommended including psychological support
services in schools, so that they are easily acces-
sible to children. These recommendations high-
light the broad support for a holistic approach
to addressing the effects and causes of violence
against children across and within key sectors in
the Post-2015 Development Agenda.

“Regardless of its phrasing, the argument for an
overarching development goal aimed at improv-
ing health and well-being is that it addresses the
need for action on the underlying determinants
of health and well-being, including the root
causes of ill health, poverty, gender inequality,
violence, etc.

This will require cooperation and policy coher-
ence across sectors to maximise synergies be-
tween their different goals.

Discrimination against women and girls, includ-
ing gender-based violence, economic discrimi-
nation, reproductive health inequalities, and
harmful traditional practices, remains one of the
most pervasive forms of inequalities and one of
the most important underlying causes of poor
health outcomes for women and children.”#8

48 gource: Health in the post-2015 Agenda, Report on the
Global Thematic Consultation on Health, April 2013

3.2.7. Promote sustained, inclusive and
sustainable economic growth, full
and productive employment and
decent work for all

The Education Consultation identified the provi-
sion of education as a catalyst for inclusive eco-
nomic growth, minimizing social inequalities and
contributing to the eradication of discrimination.
Quality education that offers life skills training, as
well as vocational training, was also identified as
an important means of addressing youth unem-
ployment.

In a number of the consultations reviewed,*° youth
unemployment was identified as a risk factor for
increased levels of violence and insecurity, which
has devastating effects on the lives of children
and the development of society as a whole. In
Egypt, civil society identified:

“The idleness and frustration of young people
has given rise to unprecedented hooliganism and
sexval harassment in a region which was always
calm and cohesive. Drug use and trade are on the
rise. As the sense of insecurity is rising, protective
families are placing more restrictions on the mo-
bility of women and girls who are often discour-
aged from pursuing education and encouraged to
marry early.”

The effects of young people’s involvement in gang
violence echoes throughout all levels of society
and has adverse effects on the lives of the chil-
dren and young people that are constantly sur-
rounded by fear of violence, forced involvement in
crime and violent crime, as well as being recruited
by armed forces. Children, NGOs and civil society
organisations participating in the national con-
sultations recommended targeted interventions
to ensure that children and young people have
meaningful extra-curricular activities to engage
in and to minimize youth unemployment, as pre-
rogatives to ensure children’s protection from vio-
lence.

49 Brazil, Jamaica, Peru, Costa Rica, Uganda, Tanzania, Tur-
key, Sudan, among others.



Child labour

Brazil and Nicaragua stated during the tenth Open
Working Group Session that “..we need to address
slave and forced work as well as the elimination
of child labour as a priority. We suggest creating
a new item [...] which would read: “end child labor,
forced labor, human trafficking and slavery”.5°

Like many countries in the world, Azerbaijan is
a country of origin, transit and destination for
men,women and children who are victims of traf-
ficking. Women and children are exploited sexu-
ally, while men’s labour is exploited in Azerbai-
jan and abroad. The government increased law
enforcement efforts against labour trafficking
of Azerbaijanis, provides protection and reinte-
gration services to identified trafficking victims,
and continues to raise awareness of trafficking
crimes. There is need to further identify foreign
victims of human trafficking as well as to inves-
tigate companies presumed to engage in forced
labour of migrant workers. In order to be able to
provide the required assistance to migrants and
vulnerable migrants (such as victims of traffick-
ing, unaccompanied minors and migrants with
health problems) it is critical to establish and
implement SOPs including specific roles, re-
sponsibilities and resource allocated to identify
and refer migrants within the varied migration
scenarios to appropriate services.>!

In many countries, child labour is still a perva-
sive phenomenon, limiting opportunities for
these children for the rest of their lives.>?

In the national consultations, human trafficking
and child labour were identified as development
concerns in Asia, the Arab States, Latin America
and the CIS countries, reflecting findings from key
UN reports.s3

50 10th Open Working Group Session on Gender Equality and
Women’s Empowerment, Education, Employment and De-
cent Work for All, Health and Population Dynamics.

51 Source: Azerbaijan National Consultation.

52 Source: Final report, Thematic Consultation on Growth
and Employment.
53 According to the ILO, there are 168 million child labourers

around the world—almost half of whom (73m) are in primary
school age, below 11; 85 million are involved in hazardous ac-
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As previously mentioned, children reported that
they have to work in order to contribute to the
family income, as parents were unable to provide
for their families due to poverty. In Bangladesh
and other countries, children that have dropped
out of school to work expressed that they wish to
return to school, and that they wish that their par-
ents or guardians would manage to care for their
families without the children having to work.

Working children and young people also ex-
pressed that they wished to be protected from
verbal and physical abuse in the work place and
reported that they were subjected to such abuse
on a regular basis. Children reported verbal abuse
as particularly socially accepted, and also ex-
pressed that they recognized, as children, that
they were particularly exposed to verbal abuse,
and other forms of discrimination due to their age.

3.2.8. Make cities and human settlements
inclusive, safe, resilient and
sustainable

Emerging issues noted in the Sudan, Indonesia
and Vietnam consultations were the challeng-
es posed by rapid urbanisation. In Sudan it was
noted that the rate of urbanisation poses serious
threats to development, security and health, due
to the acute deficiencies in infrastructure and the
capacity to provide basic social services. In Latin
America and the Caribbean, peripheral urban are-
as were noted as particularly affected by violence,
drugs and crime. Children and young people in
these areas identify violence as their main con-
cern, and are calling for effective programs to
eliminate violence in their communities.

The national consultations iterated concerns that
urban areas have become a particular focus of vi-
olence, of all kinds, particularly affecting children,
including gang and drug violence, with devastat-
ing consequences for children’s survival and de-
velopment.

tivities and more than 11 million girls in domestic work, often
enduring physical, emotional and sexual abuse. According to
UNQODC, child trafficking is pervasive and on the increase—it
rose by 27% between 2007 and 2010 and in some regions
child victims represent more than 60% of all those detected
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32.9. Promote peaceful and inclusive
societies for sustainable
development, provide access to
justice for all and build effective,
accountable and inclusive
institutions at all levels

Creating peaceful and inclusive societies

Achieving stability and social cohesion was a top
priority concern among most national consulta-
tions reviewed. This view has also been reflected
in subsequent discussions on the post-2015 agen-
da, during the tenth OWG session on the SDGs,
Australia, the Netherlands and the UK pointed out
that: “1.6 million people who voted in the MyWorld
survey put “honest and accountable government”
and “freedom from crime and violence” among the
top seven issues they want the SDGs to address”.

Children’s exposure to violence is well document-
ed by UN reports. According to the recent UNODC
global study on homicide, 8% of victims of violent
deaths are children below 15 years of age; and
50% of all victims of homicides are between 15
and 30 years of age.>* All focus groups that par-
ticipated in the national consultations, including
children, identify freedom from crime, violence
and fear as a priority concern and recommenda-
tions were made to integrate the elimination of
all forms of violence into the post 2015 develop-
ment agenda.

The problem of violence against children was
often identified as a national priority concern
in countries affected by high rates of organised
crime and homicide.>®> The consultations found
that crime and social violence adversely affect
children, as they are more vulnerable to exploita-
tion and poverty. Children therefore need special
protection from crime, organised crime, exploita-
tion and deadly violence.

The Thematic Consultation on Violence, Citizen
Security and the Post-2015 Development Agenda,
held in Panama City in February of 2013, recog-

54 United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), Glob-
al Study on Homicide, 2013.

55 Examples include; Jamaica, Brazil, Uganda, Mali, Sudan,
Dominican Republic, Bolivia.

nized the “far-reaching impacts of violence” and
the devastating effects of violence on develop-
ment. The Panama Consultation also recognized
the visibility of youth violence in Latin America and
the Caribbean, and pointed at the need to pro-
vide equal attention to reducing violence against
women, girls and boys.

The Papua New Guinea national consultationiden-
tified “Peace and Safety” as a stand-alone emerg-
ing priority, and “Acting on gender based violence,
tribal warfare, child abuse and all other forms of
violence and exploitation” as the first issue to be
addressed under this theme. For children to live
well in the future, the youth group in this consulta-
tion said that it was most important to have a sta-
ble family, parents to have good parenting skills,
and for children to receive an education. Children
reemphasised that maintaining a peaceful and
safe environment, free from alcohol abuse and
drugs, domestic violence and tribal fighting were
key aspects of well-being in their community. The
survey conducted among school children revealed
that 50 per cent of the responses by girls indicated
that they wanted law and order to be improved to
protect women and girls from violence.

Several consultations highlighted the need to in-
crease children’s access to recreation spaces and
activities. In Kazakhstan such programmes were
suggested as a means of addressing children and
adolescent’s involvement in “risky behaviour” in-
cluding crime, violence and gang related activi-
ties.5¢ Similar recommendations were made in
Latin America and the Caribbean, where young
people are to a great extent involved in criminal
and violent acts and lifestyles. Youth unemploy-
ment, the lack of incentives to attend school,
drug addiction, peer pressure and forceful gang
involvement, have all been pointed out as under-
lying reasons as to why children and adolescents
are drawn to “risky behaviours”. In Brazil, children
and adolescents point to violence between, and
committed by, children and adolescents as a
great fear and as a great risk in their everyday lives.

56 United Nations Country Team in Kazakhstan, Post 2015
The Future We Want: National Consultations in Kazakh-
stan, May 2013.



“Children’s freedom from violence is a fundamental
human right recognised by the Convention on the
Rights of the Child and its Optional Protocols, and
addressed by other important legal standards. The
ratification and effective implementation of these
treaties constitutes a crucial step in promoting the
prevention and elimination of violence and protect-
ing children from all forms of violence. We believe
that as the international community considers the
future global development agenda beyond 2015,
violence against children, including the most vul-
nerable and marginalised girls and boys, should
be recognised as a priority. In addition, restorative
justice mechanisms should be in place to protect
the best interest of children. They provide an al-
ternative for addressing offending and promoting
accountability for the offence, while shielding chil-
dren from the harmful effects of their involvement
with the criminal justice system. (...) We urge states
to strengthen mainstreaming of children’s protec-
tion into national laws and policies.”
Statement by Pakistan,
Ambassador Mr Maric-Dordevic,
Clustered interactive dialogue with the SRSG VAC,
Human Rights Council 25th session,
Geneva 12th March 2014

In the Montenegro consultation, participants iden-
tified that quality social services and effective
child protection mechanisms can improve the so-
cial and economic situation of a country: 68.7 per
cent of participants recognized that the quality of
life was dependent on the quality of social and
child welfare and protection services.

In the consultations, personal security was a ma-
jor concern across all focus groups and stakehold-
ers, in all regions. The effects of various forms of
violence on the lives of people and the cost im-
plications for the community is immense. In the
consultations, children identified the need to
protect them from violence in all settings, and
that child protection is a tool to ensure that cy-
cles of violence are not perpetuated throughout
communities and across generations. Effective
child protection policies and mechanisms were
recognized in the consultations as key tools in
addressing violence in the community, and in
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“Child protection in the post-2015 development
agenda: to address violence and prevent future
armed conflicts we encourage UN Member States
to call for the inclusion of a child protection goal in
the post-2015 development agenda, with specific
targets and indicators addressing both child pro-
tection in conflict and non-conflict settings.”

Joint NGO Oral Statement:

Save the Children, Terre des Hommes, World Vision,
War Child Holland, Defence for Children International,
SOS-Torture Network, Geneva Call

“First, a goal on peaceful societies would be a truly
universal goal. No country is free from violence—
not my own country—and all countries therefore
have an interest in promoting freedom from vio-
lence and peaceful societies..(..) In addition, pro-
moting freedom from violence is a way of address-
ing the most vulnerable populations and situations
and ensuring that no one is left behind. We suggest
the following measurable universal targets as the
most transformational:

1. Reduce the number of violent deaths by x % by 2030.

2. Eliminate all forms of violence and exploitation
against women and children.”

Swedish statement at OWG 11,
Ambassador Anna Brandt, May 2014

shaping non-violent social connections, through
a life-cycle based approach.

“Stronger commitment is needed regarding
the prevention and reduction of violent deaths,
safeguarding universal access to independent
justice, and independent national human rights
institutions, as well as the professionalism and
accountability of the security forces, as pro-
posed in the Report of the High Level Panel on
the post-2015 development agenda. It is also of
utmost importance to include consideration of
the reduction of crime, giving particular attention
to the protection of children and women from
violence in this new framework. We would there-
fore welcome targets in these specific thematic
areas supporting a goal on peaceful societies.”

Statement made by Portugal

during the 10th Open Working Group Session on
the Sustainable Development Goals,

March 31-April 4, 2014, New York.



20 Why children’s protection from violence must be at the heart of the Post-2015 development agenda

Rule of law, capable institutions

During the Global Thematic Consultation on Con-
flict, Violence and Disaster,5” speakers voiced a
consensus on the need for “inclusive and account-
able governance, justice, and gender equality as
core building blocks for a post-2015 framework”.58

Stakeholders in the consultations recognize the
multidimensional nature of addressing social co-
hesion and identify the elimination of violence,
corruption, the strengthening of good governance,
ensuring effective access to justice for all people,
and vulnerable groups’ active social participation
as central concerns that need to be addressed.

“Sadly, violence is a global phenomenon. Vio-
lence against women and children occurs in all
countries.
Homicide, too, is global (...)
Let us build effective and trustworthy institu-
tions, promote the rule of law and pay closer,
earlier attention to human rights abuses.”
United Nations Secretary General,
Ban Ki-Moon
New York, April 2014

The need for effective, accountable and transpar-
ent public institutions has been systematically
echoed by the initiatives and reports promoted
in the post 2015 development agenda, reiterating
findings from the many national consultations=°
of the need to have trust in institutions, especially
when reporting human rights abuses.

57 Global Thematic Consultation on Conflict Violence and
Disaster, Finland, March 2013. (Access at: http:/www.
worldwewant2015.org/conflict).

58 post 2015 Development Agenda Bulletin, Summary of the
Post-2015 Development Agenda Consultation on Conflict,
Violence and Disaster, Volume 208, Number 5, Friday 15
March 2013.

59 Global Thematic Consultation on Conflict, Violence and
Disaster.

State Secretary for International Development
Cooperation, Sweden, noted that disagreement
exists in every society, and reiterated achieving
freedom from violence in the post-2015 frame-
work requires, inter alia: implementing the rule
of law; strong political institutions that can fa-
cilitate inclusive and transparent dialogue pro-
cesses; robust indicators to track the impacts of
conflict and fragility on development; and prior-
itizing violence against women and girls that has
a detrimental impact on overall development.

”Addressing governance and institutional chal-
lenges are universal responsibilities—all coun-
tries have areas that need to improve in terms
of transparency and accountability to citizens,
including my own.”

Ambassador Anna Brandt,
Swedish Statement at OWG 11, May 2014

Governance and human rights are inextricably
linked (...); inefficient and weak governance and
rights abuses can cause conflict which can weak-
en governance and human rights protection.

Weak governance may cause conflict and vio-
lence at the local as well as national and inter-
national levels. It has therefore been stressed
that a post-2015 agenda also needs to ensure
personal or people’s security-for example, legal
reforms are necessary to prohibit different forms
of violence against children such as sexual or
other abuse.®°

Access to justice and reporting abuse

The Justice sector has a critical role to play in devel-
oping the legal framework for the protection of chil-
dren from abuse, and ensuring victims of violence
can access and receive timely justice, in a sensitive
manner that avoids re-victimization, and where
perpetrators are held accountable for their actions.

In the Mali consultation, girl victims of sexual
abuse highlighted the fact that although there are
some legal support mechanisms in place to pro-

60 Source: Final Report of the Global Thematic Consultation
on Governance and the Post-2015 Development Agenda



tect them when they report sexual violence, civic
educationis also needed in rural areas in order to
educate rural communities on how to handle sex-
val abuse cases. Girls spoke not only of the infra-
structure deficits of the judicial system, but also
of the social barriers to reporting, and pointed to
the need to equally address the cultural beliefs
that prohibit girls from reporting perpetrators of
sexual violence. Barriers to reporting are often
compounded by stigma and community pressure
which can dissuade children and their families
from lodging cases. Sometimes the community
prefers that the case be handled outside the jus-
tice system, this is partly due to a lack of confi-
dence in the justice system.

Throughout the review of the national consulta-
tions, it was found that children and youth have
very limited access to justice, owing to a lack of
judicial infrastructure; a lack of trust in the jus-
tice system; hostile judicial institutions and wide-
spread violence and discrimination when they
come into contact with the law, whether as vic-
tims or as perpetrators. Children and youth in the
Brazil and Lebanon consultations are calling for
separate detention facilities for children in con-
flict with the law, as well as child friendly justice
mechanisms.

In Egypt, children identified protection against
violence as their top development priority. They
called for: the development of a hotline and es-
tablishment of shelters for abused children; pro-
moting peace, human rights and gender equality
in the community through schools and civil socie-
ty; and enforcing the law to make the streets safer
and drug free.
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Participation

Given the importance of youths to the post-2015
agenda, there can be no relevant development
framework that fails to include and address the
key concerns of young people.®!

The Thematic Consultation on Governance and
the Post-2015 Development Agenda identified
that empowerment and participation are nec-
essary to tackle inequality and promote social
inclusion,®2 within which the participation of vul-
nerable populations such as women and children
was recognized. The report further recognized the
need to ensure people their right to participation
and the need to ensure effective protection of
vulnerable groups’ rights to freedom of expres-
sion and access to information. The consultation
highlighted the opportunities provided by infor-
mation and communication technologies (ICTs)
for people’s increased participation, as well as the
opportunities they provide to report incidences of
violence and human rights violations, pointing out
the affordability, accessibility and networking out-
reach of ICTs.%3

Children and youth identify the protection from
violence as a top priority and have highlighted
the negative impact that all forms of violence
and conflict have on their lives. In the consulta-
tions, they highlighted that they want to be an
active part of finding solutions and promoting
violence prevention through their active participa-
tion in civil life. Children and young people identify
their inclusion, and having their voices heard as a
means of addressing and preventing violence.

61 Source: Final Report of the Global Thematic Consultation
on Governance and the Post-2015 Development Agenda.

62 OHCHR, UNDP, UN and the Federal Republic of Germany,
Global Thematic Consultation on Governance and the Post-
2015 Development Framework: Report, March 2013, p 34.

63 |bid. p. 36.
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4. Violence in different regions and settings

In children’s views, some manifestations of vio-
lence have a special incidence in certain regions,
while some groups of children are particularly
marginalized and exposed to violence:

= |n Africa and the Middle East, early pregnancy
and harmful practices, such as child marriage
and FGM/C were frequently voiced as special
concerns by children; and in Africa, children
with disabilities were recognized as being par-
ticularly vulnerable to violence and discrimina-
tionin schools.

= In Latin America and the Caribbean, domes-
tic and family violence ranked the highest af-
ter gender based violence, followed by sexual
abuse and corporal punishment; violent crime,
gang violence and homicides were special ar-
eas of concern. At the same time, indigenous
and afro-descendent children were recognized
as the most vulnerable to violence in schools
and on the street.

= In Asia, trafficking, child labour and incidents
of violence associated with drugs and alcohol
abuse were especially highlighted by children.

= Across the European and Central Asian wide
region, violence in schools, domestic violence,
early pregnancy and child marriage ranked high
amongst children’s concerns. In this region, chil-
dren belonging to ethnic minorities, including
the Roma community, were recognized as be-
ing at special risk of violence and discrimination.

Overall, GBV is the most commonly mentioned
form of violence against children across all re-
gions by all stakeholders. It is notable in this con-
text that other interrelated violence themes, such
as child marriage, child pregnancy, and domestic
violence are very commonly identified as impor-
tant concerns®4in Africa, Asia and Europe, where-

54 The regional findings are based on the number of men-
tions that a certain form of violence against children has
received in a particular area or region.

as these issues were identified as only moderate
concerns in Latin America and the Caribbean. Do-
mestic and family violence is the runner up to GBV,
and is an important concern or a moderate con-
cernin all regions.

Personal security and safety, followed by edu-
cation, were top priorities in both conflict and
non-conflict affected countries in the national
consultations. Also, countries that have recently
been pacified, where fear of conflict and violence
is still very much present, violence against chil-
dren and the need to fight harmful practices, were
identified as important concerns.®s

[t is important to note that in conflict affected
countries, where children identified violence as
a top priority concern, they did not only point to
community violence and crime, but also, and more
frequently, violence in the family was identified as
a major obstacle to their well-being.

Furthermore, in conflict affected countries, pro-
tection against crime and violence, as well as
safety and security, was identified as top priority
concerns among all focus groups and stakehold-
ers, including children. Many consultations also
focused on the effects of widespread violence
against children and women; direct and indirect
effects deriving from the proliferation of small
arms; gang involvement; drug abuse; recruitment
into armed groups and forces; as well as wide-
spread gender based violence in the community.
In these countries, peace and security ranked high
as a development priority, and among these there
were many countries in which violence against
children was only referenced as a consequence of
conflict or generalised violence, and not as a stan-
dalone priority goal.®

65 Examplesinclude: Angola, Mozambigque, Papua New Guin-
ea, Solomon Islands, Gambia, Ghana, Burkina Faso, and
Morocco.

65 This includes: The Philippines, Timor-Leste, Costa-Rica,
Colombia, India, Pakistan and Ecuador.
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Across all regions, conflict and non-conflict af-
fected countries, there was clear consensus
among children that violence is a major obstacle
to their development, and protection from vio-
lence ranked the second highest development
priority among children in all consultations,
coming in after education.
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5. Recommendations and the way forward

All girls and boys have the right to be protected
from violence, abuse, exploitation and neglect.
There can be no doubt that violence against chil-
dren is a significant obstacle to the development
of societies and economies. The effects of vio-
lence against children echo throughout lifetimes
and on all levels of society. A sustainable develop-
ment agenda that hopes to be effective therefore
needs to encompass children’s right to protection
from violence at its very core.

The UNSTT, the High Level panel on the Post-
2015 Development Agenda and the Open Working
Group, as well as children themselves, identified
violence as a major concern and a priority for de-
velopment.

The present report highlights the need to encom-
pass children’s protection from violence across a
number of development goals as a cross-cutting
priority, as well as a clear and distinct priority with
clear benchmarks and tools to monitor progress
over time.

5.1. Why violence against children must be
recognised as a clearand distinct priority©”

Violence is recognized both as a human rights vio-
lation and a hindrance to positive development in
a wide range of areas such as education, health
and poverty reduction.

Freedom from violence is indispensable to a sus-
tainable future in which children can grow up
healthy, well-nourished, resilient, well-educated,
culturally sensitive and effectively protected from
neglect, abuse and exploitation. A distinct prior-
ity on children’s protection must seek to wholly
eliminate all forms of violence against childrenin
all settings, in developing and developed coun-

67 Child Fund, Plan International, Save the Children, SOS Chil-
dren’s Villages, UNICEF and World Vision, Recommenda-
tions for a Post-2015 Development Agenda, Recapturing
the vision of a "World fit for children”.

tries, as well as conflict and non-conflict set-
tings, including in war affected countries. Such a
priority must emphasize the right to freedom from
fear recognised by the Universal Declaration as
well as obligations enshrined in the Convention on
the Rights of the Child, from which derives a child’s
basic right to live free from violence and fear.8

Furthermore, a clear priority on children’s pro-
tection from violence is needed in the Post-2015
Development Agenda in order to ensure the nec-
essary leverage to effectively address violence
against children as a development concern. An
absolute “zero” benchmark to eliminate all forms
of violence against children would provide strong
incentive for governments to actively address
violence as a development concern and ensure
children’s effective protection in all settings, eve-
rywhere and at all times. This would also ensure
that the most vulnerable and hard to reach chil-
dren would be included, protected, and not for-
gotten in the development agenda beyond 2015.

5.2. Why violence against children must be
recognized as a cross-cutting concernin
the Post- 2015 Development Agenda

The cross-cutting nature of violence, as high-
lighted by the consultation findings, means that in
addition to being a standalone priority many vio-
lence related benchmarks and indicators must be
included under several goals or focus areas.

Children identified the need to protect them from
violence in all settings, and see that child protec-
tion is key to ensure that cycles of violence are not
perpetuated throughout communities and across
generations. Effective child protection policies
and mechanisms were recognized in the consulta-
tions as important tools in addressing violence in
the community, and in shaping non-violent social
connections, through a life-cycle based approach.

68 UN General Assembly, Convention on the Rights of the
Child, 20 November 1989, Treaty Series, vol 1577, Article 19.
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National child protection systems were identified
to be crucial to ensure healthy overall social de-
velopment and recommendations were made to
effectively integrate child protection mechanisms-
including child friendly counselling, complaint and
reporting mechanisms—into health care, educa-
tion and justice services, in order to increase ac-
cessibility for children in all areas.

The consultations highlight children’s particular
vulnerability to poverty and violence, and as such
recommendations were made by all stakehold-
ers in all regions to particularly target children and
youth in national and international development
plans.

Stakeholders called for the need to ensure equita-
ble access to basic services, such as health care,
education, child protection and justice, across the
countries, and called for increased presence of
civil society organisations, NGOs and UN agencies
to ensure that children can access the services
they need, and are entitled to. These services are
also deemed as essential to prevent the prolif-
eration of risky behaviour among adolescents and
childrenin rural areas affected by poverty.

Children identified quality education as their top
priority for the Post-2015 Development Agenda.
Consultation participants stressed the need to
ensure a safe and healthy learning environment-
free from fear and violence- as essential to quality
education. Children identified violence as a major
obstacle to their education and called for inter-
ventions to ensure the elimination of violence and
discrimination from schools, including physical
and psychological violence perpetuated by teach-
ers and by other children. Children also identified
vulnerable groups of children that are particularly
targets of violence and discrimination in schools,
and called for specific interventions to ensure their
protection, such groups include children with dis-
abilities, children from minority groups and chil-
dren particularly affected by poverty.

Stakeholders also identified quality education as
a key tool in addressing and preventing violence.
Children and all stakeholders are calling for qual-
ity education that teaches healthy life skills, in-
cluding the effects of drugs, alcohol and tobacco,
as well as communication skills that teach non-vi-

olent conflict resolution. Children and young peo-
ple are calling for a curriculum that strengthens
and emphasises inclusion, human rights, peace,
peaceful communication, and provides children
with the skills necessary to address violence and
other challenges in life.

Children, NGOs and civil society organisations
participating in the national consultations rec-
ommended targeted interventions to ensure that
children and young people have meaningful extra-
curricular activities to engage in and to minimize
youth unemployment, as prerogatives to ensure
children’s protection from violence.

Recognising that violence is a public health con-
cern the national consultations called for a broad
approach to improving health, and prioritising pre-
ventive health approaches as a long-term solution
in the prevention of violence against children and
women. Stakeholders participating in the national
consultations called for a more holistic approach
to health, including; preventive healthcare, sexual
and reproductive health education and servic-
es, violence prevention plans, as well as mental
healthcare services.

Stakeholders called for increased access to sexual
reproductive health services for women, children
and adolescents, including family planning servic-
es; sexual reproductive information and education,
to address the problem of sexual violence toward
women and children. It was widely recognized that
such a holistic approach to sexual and reproductive
health would be an effective means of addressing
and reducing teenage pregnancies as a result of
sexual violence, as well as preventing early mar-
riage. Screening programs as part of primary health
care services was also recommended as a means
of identifying and addressing violence as a health
concern, and was recognized as having great po-
tential to improve data collection on violence.

The national consultations in all regions highlight-
ed the need to include boys and particularly men
in gender sensitisation processes and education
programmes, giving particular priority to the mat-
ter of transforming male norms as a means of ad-
dressing violence and building peaceful and stable
social interactions in all settings. Stakeholders also



pointed at the need to provide equal attention to
reducing violence against women, girls and boys.

To address social norms that inhibit women and
children (boys and girls) to report sexual violence,
it was recommended to address and change
the norms of masculinity and male culture that
perpetuate gender based violence. Among the
recommendations made was to include a le-
gal prohibition on all forms of violence against
women and girls in all settings; ensuring effective
implementation of laws and policies and promot-
ing women’s and girls’ access to justice. Women,
children (girls and boys), civil society, health ex-
perts, academia, NGOs and UN Agencies, partici-
pating in the national consultations called for the
prohibition of FGMC and other harmful practices,
identifying the strengthening of laws as essential
to addressing social norms that support violence
and harmful practices against children.

Children and other stakeholders called for the
elimination of the worst forms of child labour.
Children highlighted that they were often forced
to leave school prematurely to engage in paid la-
bour in order to support the family income. Chil-
dren called for interventions aimed at ensuring
that families have the socio-economic capacity to
keep their childrenin school, to enable them toim-
prove their lives and the lives of their families later
on. Children also highlighted that they are subject-
ed to multiple forms of violence in the work place,
including physical and psychological violence,
and called for ending violence and discrimination
against children in the workplace.

The problem of violence against children was
often identified as a national priority concern
in countries affected by high rates of organised
crime and homicide.?® The consultations found
that crime and social violence adversely affect
children, as they are more vulnerable to exploita-
tion and poverty. Children therefore need special
protection from crime, organised crime, exploita-
tion and all forms of violence.

69 Examples include; Jamaica, Brazil, Uganda, Mali, Sudan,
Dominican Republic, Bolivia.
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Children recognized the negative effects of weak
justice systems that are not child sensitive, and
are difficult to access.

Children, and other stakeholders, called for ensur-
ing child sensitive reporting mechanisms as well
as child friendly police and justice facilities with
standard operation procedures. Children high-
lighted that they want to be an active part of find-
ing solutions and promoting violence prevention
through their active participation in civil life. Chil-
dren and youth identify their inclusion, and having
their voices heard, as a means of addressing and
preventing violence.

5.3. The way forward

From the consultations, three crucial actions are
needed to address violence against children in the
Post-2015 Development Agenda. First, the protec-
tion of children from violence, including the most
vulnerable and marginalized girls and boys, must
be made an explicit priority and recognized as a
cross-cutting concern. Second, it is essential mov-
ing forward that all partners join hands to identify
clear and concrete benchmarks and tools to moni-
tor progress over time in this area. Third, genuine
opportunities and platforms to involve children
and young people in the shaping and monitoring of
this agenda must be established. Building on suc-
cessful experiences such as the Child and Youth
Advisory Boards on Violence against Children in
West Africa, to capture children’s views at a global
level, children’s opinions and suggestions would
be justly recognized as indispensable to ensure
sustainable development in the post-2015 era.



Annex 1.

Violence against children is not a new topic in the
development agenda. It was central to the Millen-
nium Declaration and the Millennium Summit, and
it has been systematically echoed by theinitiatives
and reports promoted on the post 2015 agenda.

20M

In September of 2011 the UN Secretary-General
constituted a UN System Task Team (UNSTT),
mandated to coordinate, in a consultative man-
ner, the preparations for developing a Post-2015
Development Agenda. The UNSTT clearly identi-
fied that the prevention and reduction of all forms
of violence and abuse “should be at the heart of
any agenda which fully recognizes the centrality
of human security, both as a human rights imper-
ative and as integral to development”, with par-
ticular emphasis on the need to end all forms of
violence against women and girls. 7° The UNSTT
also recognized the imperative of ensuring peace
and security as being most urgent for vulnerable
populations, including children, women and girls.”

2012

In July 2012 the Secretary-General appointed the
High-Level Panel (HLP) of Eminent Persons on
the Post-2015 Development Agenda, the HLP was
tasked with developing a set of recommendations
on the post-2015 Development Agenda in order to
respond to global challenges in the 21st century.”2

70 UN System Task Team on the Post-2015 UN Development
Agenda, Realizing the Future We Want for All, Report to the
Secretary-General, New York, June 2012, $91. (UNSTT Re-
port).

71 |bid. $90.

72 The United Nations, A New Global Partnership: Eradicate
Poverty and Transform Economies Through Sustainable
Development, The Report of the High-Level Panel of Emi-
nent Persons on the Post-2015 Development Agenda, New
York, 2013, pl.

29

Violence in the Post-2015 Development Agenda

The High-Level Panel recognized “Freedom from
conflict and violence is the most fundamen-
tal human entitlement, and the essential foun-
dation for building peaceful and prosperous
societies”.’? It identified in its report the particular
vulnerability of children to all forms of violence,
exploitation and abuse, and the importance of
child protection as a specific development con-
cern. The Panel identified child protection as a
cross-cutting issue under several of its twelve
proposed development goals.”* Goal 11 -enti-
tled “Ensure Stable and Peaceful Societies’- rec-
ognized a target to “Reduce violent deaths per
100’000 by x and eliminate all forms of violence
against children’’s this target was set against the
recognition of peace and justice not only as one
of the “fundamental human aspirations but cor-
nerstones of sustainable development”.”’® Goal 2
-“Empower girls and Women and Achieve Gen-
der Equality”- also incorporated two targets on
children’s protection from violence- “Prevent and
eliminate all forms of violence against girls and
women” and “End child marriage”.””

2013 Thematic and National Consultations

In order to develop a more comprehensive sus-
tainable development agenda that was based
on a broad consultation process, the UN Devel-
opment Group (UNDG) launched a project of
national and thematic consultations. As well as
88 national consultations, the UNDG initiated 1

73 The Report of the High-Level Panel p9.

74 The High-Level Panel on the Post-2015 Development
Agenda originally proposed 12 development goals or focus
areas. However, as the post-2015 Development discus-
sions have continued the Open Working Group proposed
19 focus areas in its tenth session, that were then reduced
to 16 focus areas as the basis of the discussions moving
forward for its eleventh session on 5-9th May 2014.

75 The Report of the High-Level Panel p 54.
76 ibid.
77 ibid. p 35.
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multi-stakeholder thematic consultations on: in-
equalities; education; health; governance; conflict
and fragility; growth and employment; environ-
mental sustainability; hunger; nutrition and food
security; population dynamics; energy; and water.
These themes were selected to reflect develop-
ment challenges faced around the world, and the
thematic consultations were led by various UN
Agencies based on the suitability of their man-
dates. The thematic consultations complimented
the national consultation process.

To take all the work of the consultations forward,
the Open Working Group on Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals (OWG’8) was mandated by the UN
Conference on Sustainable Development (rio+20)
to prepare a more detailed set of goals for the post
2015 Development Agenda for the 68t session of
the UN General Assembly based on the consulta-
tion process.

2014

Throughout 2014 the OWG has been working to-
ward clarifying and identifying focus areas and
goals for the post-2015 development agenda. In
July of 2014, the Open Working Group proposed
17 goals,”® which replaced the original 12 devel-

78 The Open Working Group was established on 22nd of
January 2013 by decision 67/555 (see A/67/L.48/rev.]) of
the General Assembly. The Member States have decided
to use an innovative, constituency-based system of rep-
resentation that is new to limited membership bodies of
the General Assembly. This means that most of the seats
in the OWG are shared by several countries.

79 The 17 proposed goals are: (1) End poverty in all its forms

everywhere; (2) End hunger, achieve food security and
improved nutrition, and promote sustainable agriculture;
(3) Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at
all ages; (4) Ensure inclusive and equitable quality educa-
tion and promote life-long learning opportunities for all;
(5) Achieve gender equality and empower all women and
girls; (6) Ensure availability and sustainable management
of water and sanitation for all; (7) Ensure access to afford-
able, reliable, sustainable, and modern energy for all; (8)
Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic
growth, full and productive employment and decent work
for all; (9) Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive
and sustainable industrialization and foster innovation;
(10) Reduce inequality within and among countries; (11)
Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resil-

opment goals identified by the High-Level Panel.
Proposed goal 16—Promote peaceful and inclu-
sive societies for sustainable development, pro-
vide access to justice for all and build effective,
accountable and inclusive institutions at all lev-
els-includes a target on children’s protection from
violence as a priority concern, through ending the
“abuse, exploitation, trafficking and all forms of
violence and torture against children”.

This reiterates the consensus that has been cre-
ated throughout the consultation process on the
recognition of violence against children as an
obstacle to the well-being and development of
societies.

Going forward, it is important to retain the mo-
mentum created and identify concrete bench-
marks and tools to monitor progress over time, to
ensure that children’s protection is not overlooked,
and that the post-2015 framework clearly identi-
fies the imperative to completely eliminate all
forms of violence against children in all settings.

ient and sustainable; (12) Ensure sustainable consump-
tion and production patterns; (13) Take urgent action to
combat climate change andits impacts; (14) Conserve and
sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for
sustainable development; (15) Protect, restore and pro-
mote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustain-
ably manage forests, combat desertification, and halt and
reverse land degradation and halt biodiversity loss; (16)
Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable
development, provide access to justice for all and build ef-
fective, accountable and inclusive institutions at all levels;
(17) Strengthen the means of implementation and revital-
ize the global partnership for sustainable development.


http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/67/L.48/Rev.1&Lang=E
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Annex Il. National consultation references
Africa
Angola Perspectivas de Angola para a Agenda Global de Desenvolvi-

http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160431

mento pos-2015, Relatério Final, Relator Filipe Jané Bottini,
Republica de Angola, Coordenagdo des Nagdes Unidas em
Angola, Luanda, 02 de Maio de 2013

Relatdério da consulta com criancase jovens «O mundo que
queremos », Luanda, 22 de Marco de 2013

Objectivos de desenvolvimento do milénio, Relatdrio técnico
da consulta nacional das OSC sobre Agenda pds 2015 « O
mundo que queremos em 2015 », Luanda, 2013

Burkina Faso
http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160534

Burkina Faso Post 2015 National Consultation Report

Burundi

http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160383

Agenda pour le développement post-2015, Rapport sur les
consultations nationales au Burundi, Ministere de Finances et
de la Planification du Développement Economigue, PNUD, Mai
2013.

Benin

http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160533

République du Benin, Rapport des consultations nationales
sur les priorités de développement de l'apres-2015, MyWorld
LEnquéte mondiale des Nations Unies pour un monde meilleur,
la République du Benin et les Nations Unies, Mai, 2013.

Central African Republic
http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160433

Results not available.

Democratic Republic of Congo
http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160435

Summary report of national consultations on international de-
velopment agenda post 2015, Democratic Republic of Congo,
2013.

Ethiopia
http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160435

The Future We Want: The Voice of Ethiopia, Post-2015 National
Consultations Final Consolidated Report, Federal Democratic
Republic of Ethiopia, Ministry of Finance and Economic Devel-
opment, One UN Ethiopia, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, May 2013.

Gabon
http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160437

Agenda Mondial Pour le Développement Post-2015, Consul-
tation-Dialogue, Rapport de Synthése de la Consultation Na-
tionale du Gabon, Le Ministére de 'Economie, de 'Emploi et du
Développement Durable, en collaboration avec le Systéeme des
Nations Unies, Mai 2013.

The Gambia
http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160537

Post 2015 Country Consultation: The Gambia, Final Reporting
Format, Dr Babagana Ahmadu, May 2013

Ghana
http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160538

Ghana, Post-2015 Development Agenda, National Consulta-
tions Report (Composite Report), UN Country Team and Na-
tional Development Planning Commission (NDPC), 3 May 2013.



http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160431
http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160534
http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160383
http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160533
http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160433
http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160435
http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160435
http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160437
http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160538

32 Why children’s protection from violence must be at the heart of the Post-2015 development agenda

Ivory Coast
http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160536

Results not available.

Kenya
http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160387

Liberia

http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160541

Post 2015 Liberia Consultation Report, An Agenda out of Fra-
gility: The People of Liberia’s contribution towards an emerg-
ing consensus on the Post-2015 Development Agenda and
Framework that will be globally endorsed and locally relevant,
Prepared by the Government of the Republic of Liberia, the
Ministry of Planning and Economic Affairs, and supported by
the UNDP and the UN Country team, March 2013.

Mali
http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160542

Rapport des Consultations Nationales sur '/Agenda de Dével-
oppement de ['Apres-2015, “Le Monde que nous Voulons”, Le
Gouvernment de la Républigue du Mali en collaboration avec
PNUD, Mai 2013.

Malawi

http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160390

Malawi Post 2015 Development Agenda, National Consulta-
tions on the Post MDGs, Report, Government of the Republic
of Malawi and the UN, May 2013

Mauritius

http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160391

Post-2015 UN Development Agenda: “the Future We Want”,
National Report Republic of Mauritius, the Government of
Mauritius and the UN, March 2013.

Mozambique

http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160393

Post 2015 Development Agenda: National Consultation Coun-
try Report, Voices and Perceptions from Groups and Organiza-
tions in Mozambique, Albino Francisco and Acia Marisa Sales,
the United Nations Mozambigue and Foundation for Commu-
nity Development (FDC), April 2013.

O Processo de Consulta Nacional Sobre a Agenda pos-2015, A
Presentado por Graga Machel, Presidente do Conselho de Ad-
ministracao da FDC, Maputo, Maio de 2013.

Contribuicoes das Organizagoes da Sociedade Civil que Ac-
tuam na Area da Crianca, No Ambito da visito do Secretério
General das Nag¢des Unidas, Férum da Sociedade Civil para os
Direitos da Crianca.

Niger
http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160544

Consultations nationales post-2015-Niger: Rapport final, Ré-
publigue du Niger et le Systéme des Nations Unies, Mai 2013.

Nigeria
http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160545

Synoptic Report on the National Consultation Process for the
Post 2015 Development Agenda-Nigeria, Government of Nige-
ria and the UN.

National Consultation on the Post 2015 Development Frame-
work: Refocusing Nigeria’s Pro-Poor Development Agenda for
National Transformation, A Report on the Expert Group Meet-
ing and the National Stakeholders’ Consultative Forum on Ni-
geria’s Post 2015 Development Framework, Office of the Senior
Special Assistant to the President on MDGs, Produced by the
Government of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, June 2012.

Rwanda

http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160395

Post 2015 Country Consultation-Rwanda, UNDG, One UN
Rwanda, UNICEF and UNDP, May 2013.
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Sao Tome and Principe

http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160438

The Formulations of Sao Tome & Principe’s Contributions to
the Post 2015 Development Agenda, Antonio Viegas, March
2013. Final report not available.

Senegal

http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160547

Le Senegal que nous voulons- Rapport des consultations na-
tionales sur lagenda de développement post 2015, EMAP pour
Le Gouvernement de la République du Sénégal et les Nations
Unies, Juin 2013.

South Africa
http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160507

Tanzania

http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160400

National Post-MDGs Development Agenda Consultations
Report: On CSOs, LGAs and Vulnerable Groups, President’s
Office, Planning Commission, United Republic of Tanzania,
January 2013.

Tanzania International Model UN, General Assembly Final Re-
port, Youth Consultation on Post 2015 Agenda, Youth of United
Nations Association Tanzania, April 2013.

Post 2015 Global Development Agenda National Consulta-
tions, A Report on the National Consultation Workshops for
the Private Sector, Officials from the Central Government and
Representatives from Higher Learning and Research Institu-
tions, University of Dar es Salaam, President’s Office-Planning
Commission, 2012.

Togo
http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160549

Consultations Nationales au Togo-Rapport, Agenda pour le
Développement Apres 2015, République du Togo et le Systeme
des Nations Unies, Mai 2013.

Uganda
http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160399

National Consultations on the Post 2015 International Devel-
opment Framework- “The Future We Want” Uganda, Draft Fi-
nal Report, April 2013.

Zambia

http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160401

Zambia Consultations on the Post the Millennium Develop-
ment Goals (MDGs) Agenda- Report, United Nations Zambia.

Asia and Pacific

Bangladesh
http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160510

Report on the Post-2015 Development Agenda for Bangladesh,
United Nations in Bangladesh, Dhaka 13 May 2013.

Bhutan
http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160511

The Butanese Voce, The Future We Want for All: Well-being
and Happiness, Post-2015 Development Agenda, National
Consultations Report, Government of Bhutan and the United
Nations, May 2013.

Cambodia

http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160494

Cambodia Country Consultation Report, Post-2015 Country
Consultation, Office of the UN Resident Coordinator, 15 May 2013.

China
http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160403

Final report on the National Consultation Process on Post-2015
Development Agenda (Draft).

India

http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160512

National Consultation Report Post-2015 Development Frame-
work- India, the United Nations India, May 2013.
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Indonesia

http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160495

The World Indonesia Wants, Report on the UN-led Post-2015
Consultations in Indonesia, United Nations in Indonesia, Au-
gust 2013.

Iran (Islamic Republic of)

http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160513

Report of the Post-2015 Country Consultations (CCs), Final—Is-
lamic Republic of Iran, UNDg and UNDP, June 2013.

Lao PDR
http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160496

No results available.

Pakistan

http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160516

Post 2015 Country Consultation—Pakistan, Final Reporting
Format, UNDP and UNCT, 1 March 2013.

Key Messages from Consulation with Illiterate Youth Labour-
ers.

Report of Consultation on Post 2015 Development Agenda
with CSOs Karachi, January 2013.

Philippines
http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160499

Philippines Country Report on the Post-2015 Agenda, UN in the
Philippines and the National Economic and Development Au-
thority of the Philippines, May 2013.

Papua New Guinea

http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160421

The Future We Want- Voices from the People of Papua New
Guinea, Post-2015 Development Agenda, Country Consulta-
tions, Government of Papua New Guinea and the UN System in
Papua New Guinea, May 2013.

Samoa

http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160474

Third International Conference on Small Island Developing
States, National Report Samoa.

Solomon Islands

http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160422

Solomon Islands post-2015 Development Agenda National
Consultations, 3rd December 2012-31st March 2013), Final Re-
port, Jane M.K Wa’etara, Government of the Solomon Islands
and the UN, March 2013.

SriLanka
http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160517

The National Consultation was not completed due to time con-
straints. For more info contact: eshani.ruwanpura@one.un.org

Thailand
http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160501

Collecting Inputs from Marginalised Populations on the Post
2015 Development Agenda, Final Report-Thailand, Chulalong-
korn University Social Research Institute (CUSRI) for the UN
Country Team in Thailand.

Timor-Leste

http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160502

Summary Report Consultation on Post 2015-MDG in Timor
Leste, Jointly conducted by the Government of Timor-Leste
through the Ministry of Finance and the United Nations.

Vietnam

http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160503

Consolidated Report on Viet Nam'’s Post-2015 Consultation
Process, the United Nations Viet Nam.
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Bolivia

http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160480

Consultario: Formulacién de document “Agenda de Bolivia
Post ODM 2015”, Proyecto: Agenda Post Objetivos del Milenio
2015”7, Ministerio De Planification del Desarrollo, Nationes Uni-
das en Bolivia, Marzo 2013.

Brazil

http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160481

Post 2015 Country Consultation—Brazil, Final Reporting For-
mat, The General Secretary of the Republic of Brazil and the
national movement “Nés Podemos”, the United Nations, March
2013.

Relatoério de Consultas Presenciais, Belford Roxo-Rio de Janei-
ro, Consulta eram jovens entre 14 e 24 anos de idade, integran-
tes do Movimento Social MJPOP (Monitoramento Jovem de
Politicas Publicas), de 19 estados brasilieros diferentes, Brasil,
2013.

Consulta Nacional P6s-2015 Relatério de Consulta Presencial
Consulta Moradores de Rua, National Coordinator of Consulta-
tion Post-2015 Brazil, Sdo Paulo, Brasil, April 2013.

Consulta Nacional P6s-2015 Relatério de Consulta Presencial
Encontro Comunidades Indigenas, National Coordinator of
Consultation Post-2015 Brazil, Panambi Brazil, April 2013.

Post-2015 National Consultation on-site Consultation report
“Pal&cio Do Planalto” Consultation, Representatives of social
movements, Palacio do Planalto, Distrito Federal Brazil, April
2013.

On-site Consultation Report, Consultation with teenage girls
between 14 and 18 years old engaged in their communities, Fa-
cilitator Corinne Woods, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, March 2013.

Consulta Nacional P6s-2015 Relatério de Consulta Presencial
Consulta Comissdo de Direitos Humanos-Senado Federal,
April 2013.

Colombia

http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160483

Dialogos Nacionales Para la Agenda de Desarrollo Pos-2015: El
Mundo Que Queromos los Colombianos y Colombianas, Docu-
mento del Palis, abril 2013.

Costa Rica
http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160371

Building a development agenda, Costa Rica’s National Post
2015 Consultation, UN Country Team, the Ministry of Planning
of Costa Rica, April 2013.

Cuba
http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160350

Cuba Post-2015 National Consultation, Officina Coordinadora
Residente del Sistema de las Naciones Unidas en Cuba.

Dominican Republic

http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160353

Post 2015 Country Consultation- Dominican Republic, UNCT
and the Government of the Dominican Republic, April 2013.

Ecuador

http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160484

Pot-2015 Country Consultation- Ecuador, National Govern-
ment of Ecuador and the UN, May 2013.

El Salvador
http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160372

Post 2015 Country Consultation- El Salvador, Equipo de Pais de
Naciones Unidas, con el acompafiamiento del Viceministerio
de Cooperaciéon para el Desarrollo, la Secretaria Técnica de la
Presidencia, otras instituciones sectoriales y organizaciones
de la sociedad civil, Mayo 2013.
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Guatemala

http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160373

Post 2015 Country Consultation-Guatemala, UNCT, Secretaria
de Planificacién y Programacién de la Presidencia de Guate-
mala, abril 2013.

Grenada

http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160354

Final Report, Post 2015 Development Agenda and SIDS 2014
Conference Grenada Chapter, Rapporteur Nicole Garraway.

Honduras

http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160374

Consulta Post 2015 Honduras, Sistema de las Naciones Unidas
Honduras, 2013.

Jamaica

http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160357

Report on Post 2015 Consultations in Jamaica, “Reducing In-
equalities for a Better Jamaica”, Sir Arthur Lewis Institute of
Social and Economic Studies, University of the West Indies,
Revised 20th May, 2013.

Peru
http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160489

Post 2015 Country Consultation—Peru, UNCT and the Ministry
of Development and Social Inclusion, April 2013.

Pery: Consulta nacional sobre agenda de desarrollo post 2015,
Resumen de relatoria: Taller con poblanciones en especial sit-
vacién de vulnerabillidad, OCR-SNU, abril 2013.

Saint Lucia

http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160363

Post MDG Consultations Saint Lucia, Draft Preliminary Report
for Saint Lucia Advisory Committee, Social Development Solu-
tions, 27 June 2013.

Suriname

http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160490

No results available.

Uruguay
http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160491

National CSO Deliberations on a Post-2015 Global Develop-
ment Framework Beyond 2015/GCAP, National Coordination
Report, found at: http://www.beyond2015.org/sites/default/
files/Report%20Uruguay%20EN.pdf

Arab States

Algeria
http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160439

Rapport des Consultations Nationales Post-2015 en Algérie,
Equipe Pays des Nations Unies en Algérie, Juin 2013.

Djibouti
http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160385

République de Djibouti, Consultations nationales pour le
Développement apres 2015, Rapport Analytique, Systeme des
Nations Unies, 2013.

Egypt
http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160440

Egypt Post-2015 National Consultations, United Nations Egypt,
May 2013.

Irag
http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160555

The post-2015 Development Agenda National Consultations in
Irag, United Nations Iraqg, 2013.

Jordan

http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160557

Post-2015 Development Agenda National Consultations in
Jordan, Messages for the Future We Want, Priorities emerging
from the national consultations on the post-2015 development
agenda in Jordan, Office of the UN Resident Coordinator Jor-
dan, Amman, Jordan, October 2013.

Lebanon

http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160559

Post 2015 National Consultations in Lebanon: The Lebanon We
Want, Office of the UN Resident Coordinator for Lebanon, 2013.
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Morocco

http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160442

Priorités de développement de l'aprés 2015: Les Marocians
s’expriment sur Lavenir que nous voulons, Rapport du Coordi-
nateur résident des Nations Unies au Maroc, Mai 2013.

Sudan
http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160443

“Sudan Views” Contribution to Post-2015 Global Development
Agenda, February 2013.

Yemen

http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160567

Post 2015 Country Consultation, United Nations Yemen, August
2013.

Eastern Europe and the CIS

Albania
http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160518

Post 2015 Country Consultation, UNCT, April 2013.

Armenia

http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160518

Post-2015 Development Agenda, National Consultations Re-
public of Armenia: The Future We Want, UN, Ministry of Territo-
rial Administration of the RA and the International Centre for
Human Development, Armenia 2013.

Azerbaijan
http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160551

Post 2015 Development Agenda, “The Future We Want”: Na-
tional Consultationsin Azerbaijan (Pre-final report as of 30 July
2013), United Nations Azerbaijan, Baku, July 2013.

Kazakhstan
http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160378

Post 2015 The Future We Want: National Consultations in Ka-
zakhstan, UNCT in Kazakhstan, May 2013.

Kosovo
http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/170324

Kosovo’s Post 2015 Debate, Contribution to the High Level Pan-
el, UN Kosovo Team and Innovations Lab Kosovo, March 2013.

Kyrgyzstan
http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160379

Post -2015 Development Agenda National Consultations in the
Kyrgyz Republic, United Nations in the Kyrgyz Republic, Bishkek
2013.

Moldova
http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160414

Final Report on Post-2015 Country Consultations in the Repub-
lic of Moldova, United Nations Moldova, April 2013.

Montenegro

http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160527

The Montenegro | want, report on Post-2015 National Consul-
tations in Montenegro, Olivera Komar and Pavle Gegaj, United
Nations System in Montenegro, April 2013.

Tajikistan
http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160380

Tajikistan Report of Post-2015 National Consultations, United
Nations Tajikistan, Dushanbe, May 2013.

Turkey
http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160565

Development Agenda of Turkey for Post 2015, National Consul-
tations Report, United Nations Turkey Country Team, 2013.

Turkmenistan
http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160381

Final Report—The World We Want: Post-2015 National Consul-
tations in Turkmenistan, the Government of Turkmenistan and
the United Nations in Turkmenistan, May 2013.

Serbia
http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160530

The Serbia We Want: Post-2015 National Consultations in Ser-
bia, Final Report, United Nations in Serbia, 2013.

Ukraine
http://www.worldwewant2015.org/regions/160418

No synthesised results available.
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Annex |ll. National consultation summary tables

Africa

Stakeholder(s)

Forms of violence identified

National priorities and recommendations

Angola

Youth, Children, Domestic violence, violence “In the world we want there will be no domestic violence.”

Civil Society against children, sexual ex- Child group number 1, provincial meeting Dok. South
ploitation, drugs and alcohol

Government Social and national cohesion.  The promotion of human rights and family protection are

cross-cutting priorities without which democratic and
other advances are not possible.

“The fight against violence, in particular violence against
children, is a top priority of the Angolan government which
is why the promotion and protection of children is one of
the priorities in the National Development Program for the
period 2013-2017. The Angolan Government has ratified
the Convention of the Rights of the Child and its Optional
Protocols, as well as the African Charter on the Rights and
Welfare of the Child. Accordingly, in the implementation of
these programs of action at the national level, the Ango-
lan State has created a series of laws that guarantee the
protection of children, such as Decree 20/07, which estab-
lished the National Council for Children, which is an organ
of social counselling, monitoring and control of public pol-
icies for the promotion and protection of the child, enact-
ed Law 25/11 on domestic violence, which seeks to punish
perpetrators of various crimes of violence and guarantee
more protection for victims. Also enacted Law 25/12 on
the protection and development of children with the aim
of implementing the 11 commitments made on the issue of
children’s rights.’8°

Burkina Faso

Youth and Women

All focus groups

Violence against children,
violence against women and
girls, sexual violence against
women and girls, early preg-
nancies, FGMC, violence
against vulnerable people,
organized crime, drug abuse,
youth delinquency.

Security was raised as a major concern by all focus groups,
as a hindrance to the wellbeing of the population. 66% of
those consulted stressed this issue.

To address gender based sexual violence and its conse-
guences, focus needs to be on access to sexual reproduc-
tive health services and family planning.

Civic and moral education were brought up as important
development priorities.

Gabon

Women

GBV: early marriage, harmful
practices, sexual and repro-
ductive rights, sexual harass-
ment in schools.

Protection against crime and violence is a top priority
identified by the consultation.

Recommendations made to overcoming GBV:

-dissemination and popularisation of legislation protect-
ing women and children
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Stakeholder(s)

Forms of violence identified

National priorities and recommendations

Youth

Early marriage, early pregnan-
cies, child protection, juvenile
delinquency, sexual violence,
substance abuse, violence

in schools, ritual crimes and
sorcery, sexual harassment,
cybercriminality, violence
against children deprived of
their liberty.

-developing tools for monitoring and evaluation of public
policies put in place to protect women and children.

Gabon’s gender strategy for the post 2015 agenda In-
cludes the promotion of inclusive and equitable political
participation, as well as the promotion and protection of
the rights of women and the elimination of violence.

The law needs to include protection from sexual harass-
ment in schools.

For the youth focus group the dissemination of the African
Youth Charteris essential. They also call for the protection
of youth deprived of their liberty, and separate detention
facilities for children and youth.

Gambia

Youth, children or-
ganisations, NGOs,
clubs and associa-

Violence against children,
harmful practices, gender
based violence.

The National consultation identified violence as a cross-
cutting priority, including violence against children. Even
though this was not identified specifically by decision-

tions, CBOs makers.

Legislators Conflict and fragility. Addressing and avoiding conflict and fragility, safeguard-
ing peace and stability, were identified as cross-cutting
priorities.

GBV can be overcome through the enforcement of laws
already in place to protect women and children against
discrimination.

Women leaders and counsellors (young and old) recom-
mend the support of reactive health inspections in all
schools to spot early signs and symptoms of disease.

Ghana

MDG Ambassadors®' Eliminating child abuse and MDG Ambassadors, UNICEF, UNAIDS and CSOs expressed

UNICEE gender based violence. firmly the need to eliminate violence against children and

UNAIDS Child and maternal health. gender based violence. However, VAC was not a focus of

. ) the National Consultation.

CSOs Security was a cross-cutting

All stakeholders

issue for all stakeholders and
an identified priority area.

Malawi

Women, girls and
children, CSOs and
NGOs

Orphaned and
disadvantaged
children

Violence against children, child
labour, domestic violence, so-
cietal negligence and discrimi-
nation of vulnerable children,
violent forms of parental dis-
cipline/corporal  punishment,
discrimination and violence
against children with disabilities
and children with HIV/AIDS, vio-
lence against orphan children
under the care of guardians,
violence against street children.

Violence against women and
girls (identified to be a key cross

Children called for a good home environment. Boys and
girls between 6-11 years of age, named friendly parents as
a necessary element for a good home environment.

The protection against gender based violence against
women and girls emerged as a cross-cutting key issue.

The national consultation report called for addressing
men’s violence in the home and societal tolerance toward
sexual violence against girls and orphan children.

The need to implement instensive sensitisation pro-
grammes to raise awareness of the rights of women and
children.

Women and girls called for stiffer penalties for convicts of
sexual abuse and rape.
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National priorities and recommendations

cutting issue):sexual reproduc-
tive health (vulnerability to HIV
and poverty), early pregnancies
and early/forced marriage, in-
cest, rape, sexual abuse of sex
workers, domestic violence,
intra-familial violence, selling
women’s bodies for sex to pay
debts or as bribes.

Education and the need for civic education were identified
development priorities.

Mali

Government, public
institutions, locally
elected dignitaries,
political parties,
women'’s organi-
sations, youth,
technical partners,
labour organisa-
tions, religious
groups, traditional
communicators,
researchers, CSO,
the private sector

Child labour, effects of po-
litical and security crises on
children, violence against
children.

Violence against women and
girls:

-FGMC (89% of women and

girls have undergone FGMC)

-early marriage (23% of
women marry before the age
of 15)

Peace and security.

Protection of the rights of the child is identified as a stand-
alone priority area. This includes child protection.

Peace and security was rated a top priority among all
stakeholders.

The National consultation called for a need to:
-reinforce the structures of child protection
-eliminate the worst forms of child labour

-ensure the respect of the rights of vulnerable persons,
promotion and protection of the rights of girls and women

-ensure reliable data and statistics especially concerning
vulnerable groups

- adopt a law to prohibit all forms of violence against

and NGOs
women and girls.
-end violence against women
-better access to effective and equitable justice
Final recommendations of the report included:
-it is essential to adopt a law to ensure equality and total
socioeconomic integration of women and girls and pro-
tect them against all forms of violence
-necessary to ensure the protection of and psychological
support as social education to youth
-peace is a necessary condition to be integrated into conflict
prevention policies and the consolidation of peace, and has
to be integrated into the post 2015 development agenda.
Mauritius

All stakeholders
Youth

Child protection, family wel-
fare.

Sexual and reproductive
health, substance abuse,
trafficking

The My World Survey concluded that child protection was
a top 10 priority issue in Mauritius.

The national consultation recommended:

The promotion of gender equality and the empowerment
of women should include family welfare, men’s engage-
ment on gender issues and the protection of women from
all forms of violence and discrimination.

Universal health coverage should include access to mater-
nal and child health, family planning, sexual reproductive
health education, prevention and treatment for substance
abuse, occupational and other health hazards, mental
health, HIV/AIDS malaria and emerging diseases.
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Stakeholder(s)

Forms of violence identified

National priorities and recommendations

Mozambique

Children
Women and Girls
CSOs82

Domestic violence, violence in
schools, child labour, traffick-
ing of minors, violence against
children, harmful traditional
practices, generalised violence
and abuse in the community

Gender based violence: early
marriages, harmful traditional
practices.

Political instability and armed
conflict.

“Children want to see in the next Development Agenda,
concrete actions that ensure that they will have friendly
teachers, learning and teaching conditions.”

Children aspire to have their rights protected, secured and
performed. They aspire to live in peace, security and with-
out violence, to have space for leisure, recreation and to be
able to develop skills that will ensure their integrated and
harmonious development without any restrictions.

Girls in particular aspire to a post 2015 world where they
are respected and have the freedom and ability to express
their feelings. A society where they do not feel oppressed
by traditional practices and customs of their community
but are protected by their families, the communities where
they live and the institutions they attend in situations of
abuse and violence.

CSOs working with children, claim that the post 2015
agenda must engage states and Mozambique in particu-
lar, to continue to strengthen the conditions that ensure
an environment of peace and security, free from violence
against children, where children can recreate and devel-
op their skills to ensure their integrated and harmonious
development without restrictions. Concrete recommen-
dations by CSOs were to address early marriages, child
labour and trafficking of minors.

Nigeria

Youth, children or-
ganisations, NGOs,
clubs and associa-
tions, CBOs

Legislators

Violence against children,
harmful practices, gender
based violence.

Conflict and fragility.

The National consultation identified violence as a cross-
cutting priority, including violence against children. De-
spite the fact that this was not identified specifically by
decision-makers.

Addressing and avoiding conflict and fragility, safeguard-
ing peace and stability, were identified as cross-cutting
priorities.

GBV can be overcome through the enforcement of laws
already in place to protect women and children against
discrimination.

Women leaders and counsellors (young and old) recom-
mend the support of reactive health inspections in all
schools to spot early signs and symptoms of disease.

Senegal

All stakeholdersin
regional consulta-
tions

Violence against women and
girls, including sexual violence,
harmful traditional practices
and customs, early marriage,
early pregnancy, boy prefer-
ence.

Worst forms of child labour,

child vulnerability, children’s
deprivation of rights claims,

Achieving a culture of peace and security is an overarching
priority in Senegal. The “My World” Survey ranked protec-
tion against violence and crime at number 7.

Youth call for the elaboration of a separate Youth Devel-
opment Plan, which includes the promotion of good gov-
ernance and the execution of youth centred projects and
programmes. Their vision for the post 2015 developmen
t agenda includes the respect for human rights and the
rights of the child, including equality for all.
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National priorities and recommendations

sexual tourism/prostitution,
discrimination against children
with disabilities in schools,
child mortality due to lacking
parental skills and neglect,
boarder insecurities.

Recommendations for the post 2015 made by the national
consultation:

-promote good governance
-promote peace and security

The rule of law, particularly to fight corruption, security of
private property and the protection against crimes and
physical violence, is deemed essential for the develop-
ment of private enterprise and investment.

“In respect to their commitments, Senegal has to contin-
ue to ensure children, girls and women, a life free from all
forms of violence.”

Tanzania

Government offi-
cials, private sector
and academia

Children®2
Youth
CSOs

Did not directly address
violence, but emphasized the
need for security and peace.

Violence in schools, early mar-
riage, sexual abuse, bullying,
early pregnancy, violence and
abuse on public transporta-
tion, gender based violence,
discrimination and violence
against children with disabili-
ties, drugs, sexual exploita-
tion.

Violence against girls, violence
against albinos

GBYV, sexual harassment

Representatives from Universities and Research Institu-
tions, identified security as a cornerstone of development.
They pointed at the quality of delivered social services as
a means of ensuring sustainable economic growth.

Early Childhood Development was seen as a cross-cutting
issue, and Early Childhood Development was identified as
an important tool to reduce poverty as well as address-
ing rural-urban inequality, by targeting rural children who
would otherwise be left behind. Furthermore, they pointed
at the lack of social security as an underlying reason for
parents having large numbers of children in order to en-
sure economic security in their old age.

The consultations held with government officials, the pri-
vate sector and academia did not identify violence against
children as a direct priority concern.

Children are calling for quality education and safe school
environments. Children identify that girls are discouraged
to perform well in standard seven and encouraged to be
married off early. Children were very critical to the great
discrepanciesin quality between private schools and pub-
lic schools.

Children identified safety in schools to be a concern, and
pointed out that most schools are not safe for children.
“Adults have changed school buildings to places for smok-
ing weed, rape and abominable acts on children; children
are bullying each other and sometimes they are threaten-
ing teachers. Children are calling for the government to
build police posts closer to the schools.”

Children discussed child pregnancy as the second reason for
the school dropout of girls in Tanzania. They called for the
provision of the sexual and reproductive health and rights
education to girls and boys, without excluding members of
the community; construction of boarding schools for the
girls and dormitories for girls in the cities as well as enact-
ment of the laws and policies that clearly protect girls from
being impregnated. Furthermore, they said pregnant girls
should be allowed to resume their studies after delivering.
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Stakeholder(s) Forms of violence identified National priorities and recommmendations

Children discussed and called for the government to pro-
vide protection to children against violence, abuse, exploi-
tation and more priority to be given to disabled children.
Children complained that they were being harassed when
boarding public transport to schools, and girls were being
mistreated by bus conductors.

Children called for the government to look for the parents
who are denying the rights of disabled children to go to
school and health services. Disabled students and other
children must be provided with enough support in terms
of school equipment and other facilities.

CSOs emphasised the importance of quality education,
starting from primary education and onward, calling for
measures to ensure enrolment levels increase and that
children stay in school. Quality health care services were
also identified as a development concern. Addressing
youth unemployment was identified to be a priority con-
cern to ensure sustainable economic growth. The need for
civic education was emphasised as a means of attaining
a curricula aimed at lifelong learning. CSOS pointe at the
need to specially focus on and target persons with disabil-
ities, orphans and children living in harsh conditions.

Uganda

Youth Violence against children, The national consultation was critical to highlight the lack

All stakeholders child labour, child sacrifice, of a child protection system in Uganda. The national con-
trafficking, discrimination sultation concluded that:
a.gainst children with disabili-  “The post 2015 agenda must explicitly include issues of
ties, drug abuse. child protection. These were omitted in the MDGs and
Gender based violence: early  should be non-negotiable in the Post-2015 Agenda.”
marriage, early pregnancy, Youth and children called for:

sexual violence. . , i
-strong measures to protect children against violence,

child labour, early marriages, child sacrifice and trafficking.
Enhance justice for children and forge measures to protect
children with disabilities and to include them in national
development.

-promote youth empowerment and active participation in
development by enhancing youth access to reproductive
health information and services, creating employment op-
portunities, developing skills and talents, providing the youth
with guidance and mentoring and combating drug abuse.

80 statement by Angola, Clustered interactive dialogue with the SRSG on Violence against Children and the SRSG CAC, Geneva
12th March 2014

81 Annex 2, Ghana National Consultation Report/

82 CSO contribution to the National Consultation Process, Mozambique.

83 National Post-MDGs Development Agenda Consultation Report: On CSOs, LGAs and Vulnerable Groups, United Republic of Tan-
zania, President’s Office Planning Commission, Economic and Social Research Foundation, January 2013, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania.

The national consultations held in the Burundi, DRC, Ethiopia, Liberia, Niger, Togo, Rwanda, and Zambia, all recognized
violence against women and girls as a cross cutting priority theme, and identified peace and security as a standalone priority
goal for the post 2015 development agenda. These national consultations did not focus specifically on violence against chil-
dren, areason for this is that these national consultations did not all include the participation of children.
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Stakeholder(s)
Algeria

Forms of violence identified

National priorities and recommendations

CSOs Women,
youth and children,
persons with dis-
abilities, govern-
ment, academia

Violence as a security general
concern, GBV, delinquency,
drugs. No stakeholders direct-
ly addressed violence against
children.

Peace and security was identified as a main priority. The
participants highlighted that focus should be on ad-
dressing social problems such as drugs and delinquency.
Privileging a politics of prevention and synergy between
multiple actors. On an international level the fight against
terrorism organised crime are prioritised. Peaceful coex-
istence based on the respect of human rights is consid-
ered the ultimate objective.

Children and youth identify national and international se-
curity as priority concerns. They are concerned with securi-
ty and peace and the fight against certain social problems,
including violence, drugs, illegal immigration, gang vio-
lence and HIV, they believe that social justice and equality
are important factors in addressing these problems. They
highlighted the importance of rule of law and good govern-
ance, particularly the need to respect personal liberties
and equal application of the law. They identify this to be
important to maintain social cohesion. Equality before the
law and accountability of elected officials, along with fight-
ing corruption are necessary to achieve well-being and to
address root causes of the marginalisation of youth.

Women also identify security as a central development
concern, recognizing that it is a prerequisite to ensure
a good quality of life. Therefore it is important to fight
against factors that threaten security, such as terrorism,
delinquency, drugs, and violence against women. Women
are deeply concerned with the obstacles that exist to their
freedom of movement, and particularly to safely partici-
pate in public life. Women therefore highlight the need to
focus on coordinated preventive action in order to address
these problems. Other areas of concern that women iden-
tified were, quality education and social justice, including
fighting corruption.

Civil Society identified the need to strengthen governance
and toimprove social justice, improve management of pub-
lic services and establish good relations between elected
officials and civilians. Particularly pointing at the need to
fight corruption for this purpose as well as addressing social
problems that would increase peace and security. Further-
more quality education and better coordination and coop-
eration between a wide range of actors was called upon to
improve life for particularly vulnerable groups.

Persons living with disabilities particularly highlighted the
need to strengthen a culture of monitoring and evaluation
in order to hold those responsible accountable, and in order
to ensure that programmes are effectively implemented.

Academia highlighted the need of transparency of govern-
ance and bureaucracy, in order to ensure accountability.
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Stakeholder(s)

Forms of violence identified

National priorities and recommendations

Furthermore they highlighted the need to ensure peace
and security, by effectively addressing social problems
that impact the lives of Algerians.

Government identified security and peace as top develop-
ment concerns, including violence, drugs and delinquency.
In relation to children and youth the government high-
lighted the efforts being made particularly within health,
education children and youth programmes. Social protec-
tion systems and specialised aid for youth, women and
children as well as other vulnerable groups, was identi-
fied as a development priority area. The government also
recognizes the importance of citizen participation, social
dialogue including a broad set of stakeholders, in order to
ensure social cohesion, peace and security.

None of the stakeholders directly addressed the issue of
violence against children, rather violence and juvenile delin-
quency were identified as priority development concerns.

Djibouti

Youth, women,
UNDP and the gov-
ernment

Youth
Women

Government

Domestic violence, sexual vio-
lence against women and girls,
FGMC

Violence against women and
girls

GBV, FGMC

Vulnerability of children and
youth

Protection from crime and violence was ranked the sec-
ond most important priority concern after nutritious and
affordable food. The consultation found the protection
from crime and violence entails that every person can
live in a community that protects them from the threat of
crime and violence.

This must include family violence and sexual violence
against women and girls. Every person should be able to
access justice before a court or other judicial body if he or
sheis a victim of a crime.

Youth identifies violence against women and girls as a
health concern, and identifies poverty as the underlying
cause, and in order to address the problem good govern-
ance within the health sector is necessary.

Women identified the need to promote awareness rais-
ing and strengthen the fight against FGMC. They pointed
out the particular vulnerability of rural impoverished com-
munities, and the absence of NGO engagement in the in-
terior regions. They emphasised the need for the state to
improve health services, in particular paediatric care, and
the need to incentivize health personnel. They also high-
lighted the need to raise awareness among young girls on
their rights, in order to protect them from violence.

The national development plan for 2013-2017, jointly de-
veloped by the UNDP and the Government of Djibouti, en-
compasses a priority area aimed at improving access to
basic social services, with particular focus on vulnerable
groups such as women and children, adolescents and
youth. Within this thematic priority, the plan identifies as a
target that women and children should be better protect-
ed against all forms of violence and exploitation.
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“The protection of children from violence appears as an
essential element in the post-2015 agenda

-According to the recommendation of the CRC Commit-
tee, Djibouti is aiming at establishing an independent
human rights institution to oversee the realization of chil-
dren’s rights and to adopt an action plan for children (in
making)

-Djibouti is taking special measures to actively fight
against FGM'®4

Egypt

Children, youth,
women, CSOs

Violence against women and
girls, sexual violence, social in-
security, community violence,
drug use and trade, women
and girls are deprived their
mobility, sexual harassment,
rape, FGMC, beatings, bully-
ing, verbal abuse, within fami-
lies, by teachers, by peers, drug
dealers and law enforcement
officials, by employers,

Girls and boys reported being
beaten by their fathers mostly,
seldom by their mothers. The
children are beaten by their fa-
thers so hard that sometimes
they suffer injuries. Boys are
beaten harder than girls.

Verbal abuse is common, and
according to the children con-
sidered “normal” by parents,
teachers and employers, who
insult children.

Most of the street children
said that they had escaped
from home because they were
beaten savagely. Still thy think
of home as a refuge. Some of
the street children returned
home after the revolution as
the streets became increas-
ingly unsafe. Sexual abuse
and drugs are rampant in the
streets. Children report that
girls are especially vulnerable
although boys are also ex-
posed. All street children had
tried some form of drugs.

Young people acknowledge the unfair treatment of wom-
en and the increased violence and sexual harassment that
they have been subjected to during the past two years. Ac-
cording to young people the media have an important role
to play “women must be represented as equal to men”.
“Egypt’s female role models need to become more visible
and efforts to increase awareness of gender rights must
address both men and women.”

CSOsidentify the rising unemployment of youth as a safety
risk. “The idleness and frustration of young people has giv-
en rise to unprecedented hooliganism and sexual harass-
mentin aregion which was always been calm and cohesive.
Drug use and trade are on therise. As the sense of insecurity
is rising, protective families are placing more restrictions on
the mobility of women and girls who are often discouraged
from pursuing education and encouraged to marry early.”

Women identified that GBV is on the rise, especially in the
public spheres. Sexual harassment and rape are seen as
an intimidation tactic to exclude women from the public
sphere.

Women believe that the attacks against them are not suf-
ficiently or effectively addressed by the system. There is
no precise definition for sexual harassment in the law and
enforcement mechanisms are heavily biased toward men.
Women are discouraged from reporting sexual harass-
ment or even rape because they are perceived to be par-
tially or totally responsible for having been attacked either
because of the “inappropriate dress code” or because they
were out on the streets at “inappropriate hours”. There is
also concern among women about the questioning of the
criminalisation of FGM as regressions of the gender cause.
Women are therefore calling for:

-address the conservative discourse that encourages
gender based discrimination and gender based violence.
Awareness raising campaigns and messages disseminat-
ed by the government and media.

-confirming in the constitution the commitment of the
government to all international declarations and conven-
tions on gender and human rights.
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Forms of violence identified

National priorities and recommendations

Most children that have
dropped out of school said
that they did so because of ill
treatment from teachers, as
well as a learning environment
not conducive to learning.

Children 10-15 from low income neighbourhoods

Identified the protection from violence and abuse as their
main priority. Their dream on the personal level was to es-
tablish a family and have children that they would love and
care for, and their dream for Egypt was that it becomes
a society in which children are protected from violence at
home, in school and on the streets.

All of the children reported that they were beaten, bul-
lied and verbally abuse on a regular basis by their families,
teachers and in the case of street children by older chil-
dren, drug dealers and law enforcement officers.

Children identify as top priorities:

-developing a hot line and establishing shelters for abused
children

-improving the school environment for children
promoting peace, human rights and gender equality in the
community through schools and CSOs

-enforcing the law to make the streets safer and drug free

The government representatives did not directly address
VAC.

Neither did the civil society representatives.

All stakeholders identified human security as a major con-
cern. The increased security threats are considered to be
significant and a main development priority. Fear and vio-
lence was identified to be curtailing people’s mobility.

Iraq

Violence against women and
girls, teenage pregnancy and
early marriage, FGMC, effects
of conflict and war

Human security and safety were identified priority areas.
“Polygamy will deny girls their right to education” CSO rep-
resentative in Kerbala

Children face malnutrition, which could be decreased if
free nutritious meals were provided at school for children
from low-income families. There is a need for reproduc-
tive health education, particularly for women. Controls
preventing female circumcisions should be enhanced.

Over 80 per cent of schools are in need of basic services
such as water and sanitation, resulting in health challeng-
es, including a high rate of urinary infections in girls who do
not have access to lavatories all day.

Girls who marry young subsequently drop out of schoal,
and other children drop out and spend their days as beg-
gars. These realities make it important to apply the law on
compulsory education to reduce drop-out rates, and to
integrate gender as a core component within the educa-
tional sector to affirm commitments to gender equality.

The consultation recommends under the theme of health
that protecting children physically and prohibiting the
use of children as beggars, as well as actively addressing
these practice, as health priorities.
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National priorities and recommendations

Under education a target identified was the reduction of
student drop outs, including reducing children who beg,
and reducing the drop out of female students due to early
marriage. Indicators were suggested as the percentage
of married girls under 18, proportion of dropout of female
students to male students, reduction of average of beg-
gars and homeless children, number of child labourers,
who are not enrolled to education.

Jordan

All stakeholders

Palestinian stu-
dents from the
UNRWA camps

Gender based violence, vio-
lence against children

Strategic messages:

-Overcome inequalities and combat poverty and invisible
barriers such as persisting stereotypes and cultural atti-
tudes, which are considered the main causes of economic
and social inequalities, when it comes to women, persons
living with disabilities, and vulnerable groups.

-The urgency of improving quality education and expand
access to secondary educational levels; establish robust
linkages with the labour market for qualified youth employ-
ment, and to advance towards a more informed society.

Although the majority of women complete (and excel in)
the school cycle, only a limited number below the age of
20 actually join the work force, due to economic, social
and cultural barriers. Gender based violence is also seen
by many stakeholders as a societal issue that often finds
tacit cultural acceptance.

Stakeholders agreed that the national legislation on the
rights of women and of persons living with disabilities
should be revisited to be fully aligned with Jordan commit-
ments to international charters and treaties.

Palestinian students from the UNRWA camps were also
consulted, and mainly conveyed the need to address their
challenges in terms of job opportunities. On a global per-
spective, they stated that the fight against violence against
women and children should be priorities worldwide.

Lebanon

All stakeholders

Child protection and the pro-
tection of women’s rights

Concerning child protection the participants identified a
gap in the implementation of already existing laws, espe-
cially regarding juvenile justice. Recommendations from
the participating experts included the implementation of
mechanisms to ensure children’s protection against vio-
lence and abuses. In this regard, a safety network policy
could help identify the most vulnerable persons, and con-
tribute to a better protection of infancy and childhood,
pursuant to the Convention on the Rights of the Child.

To tackle the challenges identified, education was praised
as multidimensional solution to achieve higher develop-
ment standards, and to establish a citizenship culture
where conflict prevention is introduced together with ac-
countability issues.
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On the issue of gender equality, participants called for the
enforcement of Lebanon’s commitments under the CE-
DAW and other international conventions with regards to
the adoption of a gender quota, the removal of Lebanon’s
reservations on some CEDAW provisions, as well as the
empowerment of women and the adoption of measures
that aim at changing the stereotyped image of women in
school books and mass media.

Morocco

Children, CSOs,
women victims of
violence, house-
wives, childrenin
schools

Violence against women and
girls violence, violence against
children, discrimination based
on ethnic or group affiliation
perpetrated by public institu-
tions

Children identified child protection as a priority. Including
the protection of their rights, creation of support centres
for children as well as equality and equity.

Housewives have noted the rise of delinquency.

38 year old female victim of violence: “There is the will
to change...but corruption, the lack of awareness and the
mentalities...make such a change difficult.”

School children identified a set of social problems among
which was included:

-the weakening of social (family) and state institutions in
the development process.

A commentary to this was: “violence within the family,...
,divorce...”)83

Children in the municipality of Ouisselsate called for ad-
dressing and eliminating violence.8

Sudan

UN agencies,
academia, CSOs,
NGOs, commu-
nity leaders, media,
IDPs legislators and
civic unions.

Children were not
consulted

Effects of conflict, interrela-
tion between conflict and
violence against children, vio-
lence against women, child la-
bour (aggravated by the need
for children to contribute to
household income due to the
effects of conflict)

Among the developmental costs of conflicts, were identi-
fied the widespread violence against women and children.

Conflict is identified to impoverish people and areas.

The war along with the devastation of HIV/AIDS, has left
many children as orphans and head of households. These
children are less likely to attend school and more likely to
drop out if already enrolled.

Three pillars were identified to encompass the crosscut-
ting issues, including: protection, gender, environment and
climate change, emergency preparedness and disaster
risk reduction, and HIV/AIDS.

In particular, the priorities include support towards trans-
ferring authority for allocation of resources, planning and
management to state and local levels, with capacity de-
velopment at sub-national levels in effectively exercising
delegated powers; strengthening of civil registration and
child protection systems; to building and/or strengthening
capacities in population analysis, projection and planning
as well as qualitative data collection, analysis and dis-
semination; and to capacity development for a gender-
responsive Constitutions and gender-responsive planning
and budgeting in national and sub-national policies, plans,
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programmes, laws and budgets. Strengthening account-
ability and citizen participation and capacities of courts,
prisons, police and juvenile justice will also be addressed.

The rapid and unplanned urban growth poses serious de-
velopment, health and security problems. Urban centres
suffer acute infrastructural and capacity deficiencies to
provide for the housing, employment, health and educa-
tion and protection needs of a continuously increasing
population.

Yemen

Women, children Violence against women and Protection against crime and violence in various forms is

and adolescents girls, violence in schools, child anissue that was widely identified as a priority. Results so
trafficking, child labour, child faronthe My World survey show that this ranks 5th among
marriage, children in con- male, 6 among women, and 5 among respondents under
tact with the law, armed vio- 35 years. Frequent spats of violent conflict around the
lence, recruitment of children country highlights the need for better protection of civil-
to armed forces and armed ians of both sexes and all age groups.

groups Enhancing the role of youth in the decision making process
is identified as crucial for social stability in Yemen.

Emerging issues from consultations with children and ad-
olescents included:

-Better education for all children in Yemen including im-
proving quality education, violence in schools and aware-
ness of the importance of education among parents.

-Protecting children from various child protection issues,
especially violence in schools, child marriage, child traf-
ficking, child labour, children in contact with the law.

Children mentioned the existence of social norms and val-
ues that exacerbates the issues (ie child marriage) includ-
ing children’s participation on societal values goes against
promoting children’s participation in Yemen.

Children pointed at armed conflict where schools have
been at the centre of attacks, and causing children to drop
out of school. Children also identified worsened family
economy as a reason for dropping out of school, to work,
and leaving children vulnerable to recruitment into armed
forces.

Children pointed at child trafficking and children coming
into contact with the law, and pointed out the weak role
of civil society organisations, as a reason that the problem
is worsening.

84 sStatement by Djibouti, Clustered interactive dialogue with the SRSG VAC and CAC, Human Rights Council 25th session, Ge-
neva 12th March, 2014

85 »Priorités de Dévelopmment de 'aprés 2015: Les Marocains s’expriment sur “Lavenir gue nous voulons”, Consultation "Focus
group” avec des jeunes scolarisés/Tanger, Nations Unies, Maroc, 22 March 2013.

86 Priorités de Développement de l'aprés 2015, Les Marocains s’expriment sur ”'avenir que nous voulons”, Consultation avec des
enfants de la commune Ouisselsate, Nations Unies, Maroc, 23 February 2013.
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Asia Pacific

Stakeholder
Bangladesh

Forms of violence mentioned

Recommendations and identified priorities

(not disaggregated

Gender based violence includ-

Gender based violence is emerging as a basic health issue.

by focus group) ing early pregnancy, sexual Vi- Enrglment and school completion were identified priori-
olence, dowryrelatedviolence, tjes. Unlike enrolment which constitutes a single-focus
sexual harassment of girls in target, primary cycle completion requires coordinated and
schools and on their way to hglistic action on a number of factors, including teacher
school guality, classroom environment, sexual harassment and
Violence in schools including, physical abuse, student interest and after class support.
sexual harassment and physi-  The report found that continuing improvements in the ed-
cal abuse. ucation sector will be difficult without coordinated efforts
Domestic violence, child la- from other sectors including overall poverty reduction
bour (2.5 million or 7% of chil- strategies, nutrition, health, water and sanitation, child
dren in Bangladesh aged 5-14 protection and agriculture.
are engaged in employment «The jssue of insecurity and freedom from fear has par-
and do not attend school). tjcular bearing on the situation of women and children as
dangers related to child labour \ye(| as groups of communities marginalised by ethnic-
in informal labour, ity, geography, or other factors. Persistently high levels of
violence against women and girls are a special concern.
Overall, insecurity is a compounded outcome of three fac-
tors, crimeincidence, perception of risk and insecurity, and
confidenceinredress. Ensuring freedom from fear requires
addressing all three. *
Legislation has been introduced to tackle domestic vio-
lence and the government is consulting on legislation that
will improve the protection of the rights of children and the
rights of persons with disabilities.
The consultation report proposes the following goals and
targets for the post 2015 development agenda:
Goal 4: Achieve equality between women men.
Target 1: eliminate violence against women and girls.
Target 2: Promote the human rights of adolescent girls.
Goal 13: strengthen the rule of law, access to justice and
promotion and protection of human rights.
Target 1: timely and effective formal and informal justice
systems, equally accessible to women and other vulner-
able groups
Target 3: a reduction in the number of human rights viola-
tions, particularly against women and marginalised groups.
China
NGOs and UN Violence against children, do- The following suggestions/recommendations were made
agencies mestic violence, child labour, during the consultation:

(Children were not
consulted)

trafficking, gender based vio-
lence, suicide among young
women, boy child preference

Focusontherightsofchildren. Eliminate theviolence against
children and sexual abuse. Fight against child labour. Focus
on the right to education and the right to health problems,
especially for girls and left-behind children (NGO).
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Eliminate violence against women, including social and
domestic violence. In terms of social violence rights to
fight against sexual harassment of women in the work-
place should be further strengthened. In terms of domes-
tic violence, women need protection not only in aspects of
law but also in aspects of support and protection. (NGO)

Take action to eliminate women and children trafficking
and reduce illiteracy of women. Set sex ratio at birth as an
indicator (UNFPA, NGO)

The consultation also highlighted the need to pay atten-
tion to the mental health and development of children.

The concepts of gender equality and protection of chil-
dren’s rights were embedded into the national Eleventh
Five Year Plan and the Twelfth Five Year Plan. A number
of laws were enacted in the context of protection and pro-
motion of women and children’s rights.

India

NGOs, CSOs,
Women’s organisa-
tions, Researchers,
youth

(Children were not
consulted or inter-
viewed)

Gender based violence and
discrimination (2/3 of women
are subjected to violence),
women from particularly vul-
nerable groups are subjected
to the worst forms of violence,
boy preference.

Caste and religious-based
violence and discrimination in
schools and the community at
large, discrimination against
migrant and disabled children,
trafficking of women, girls and
children, alcohol related in-
cidences of violence perpe-
trated by men, conflict related
violence against women and
girls, harmful traditional prac-
tices (such as Devadashi),
child prostitution, child mar-
riage, forced marriage, lack of
mobility of girls, child soldiers/
forced engagement of children
in insurgency and terrorism,
terrorist extortion and vio-
lence, substance abuse, child
labour, crime, youth crime,

In the past decade, India has passed laws against pre-na-
tal sex selection, dowry, bigamy, domestic violence, rape
and sexual assault as part of its commitment to directly
address the cause of gender disempowerment.

The government expressed that the “conflict and insecu-
rity equally cannot be part of the developmental narrative
perse.”

Security and peace, was identified as a top priority among
all focus groups.

CSOs:

-comprehensive services for survivors of violence, among
others must be ensured. Excluded communities, especial-
ly women, must be involved in planning and setting their
agendas, engaged in budget formulations and also of de-
velopment schemes that are of benefit to the community
and focus on the most vulnerable such as single women,
survivors of violence and children.

-a free world where women claim their dignity autono-
my and bodily integrity and where prevailing masculinity
norms are challenged is sought.

Indonesia

Youth (UNFPA
Road to Bali, Youth
Dialogues), UNFPA,

Violence in schools, bullying,
domestic violence, gender
based violence, forced and

Recommendations made by youth:

-increased awareness of the positive and negative impact
that local customs and traditions can have on the health of
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Stakeholder
expert group on
population dynam-
ics

Forms of violence mentioned

early marriage, harmful prac-
tices, customs and traditions,
violence related to the effects
of rapid urbanisation, conflict
related violence adversely af-
fecting women and children,
prostitution, crime, vulnerabil-
ity of young people as targets
of terrorism, religious and eth-
nic violence.

Recommendations and identified priorities

young people; this should be incorporated into the devel-
opment of any new (or existing) policies or programmes.

-there is an increasing need for data based on sex, age and
gender that is further classified into categories based on
economic status. There is a need for on-going research and
socialisation of this research on the life of young people.

Expert group on population dynamics:

-Address and harness population dynamics through
rights-based and gender-responsive policies, which en-
sure the sexual and reproductive health and rights of all,
eliminate discrimination, coercion and violence, and pro-
mote inclusive and participatory approaches to develop-
ment planning.

My World Survey results: ranked Protection against crime
and violence at number 5.

Pakistan

Youth and students Gender based violence, child Peace justice and human security was ranked the top pri-
at college, margin- marriages, child abuse, sexual ority in Pakistan.

alized youth abuse, armed violence andad-  For the post 2015 agenda, the participants proposed cli-

(no children were
consulted)

verse effects of natural disas-
ters, violence against women
and girls when using public
transportation, terrorism

mate change, democratic governance, health education
and peace and security as the most urgent priorities for
Pakistan.

Key messages under the theme “Inclusive social develop-
ment”:

“Proper legislation and their implementation mechanisms
should be put in place to discourage and prevent child
marriages and other forms of child abuse.”

“The new framework should provide a greater focus on
sexual and reproductive rights for women. The right of
women to the use of contraceptives and family planning
should be reinforced in the new framework.”

Key messages under the theme “population dynamics”:
Accelerate family planning

Address the needs of adolescents and youth and provide
them access to sexual and reproductive health rights and
services.

Government did not mention violence as a central priority
issue during the consultation process.

“Children’s freedom from violence is a fundamental hu-
man right recognised by the Convention on the Rights of
the Child and its Optional Protocols, and addressed by
other important legal standards. The ratification and ef-
fective implementation of these treaties constitutes a
crucial step in promoting the prevention and elimination of
violence and protecting children from all forms of violence.
We believe that as the international community consid-
ers the future global development agenda beyond 2015,
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violence against children, including the most vulnerable
and marginalised girls and boys, should be recognised as a
priority. In addition, restorative justice mechanisms should
be in place to protect the best interest of children. They
provide an alternative for addressing offending and pro-
moting accountability for the offence, while shielding chil-
dren from the harmful effects of their involvement with the
criminal justice system...(..).We urge states to strengthen
mainstreaming of children’s protection into national laws
and policies”7

Papua New Guinea

Women, children,
youth, people living
with disabilities,
child oriented
NGOs and CBOs

Gender based violence, vio-
lence against children, vio-
lence against children in
connection with the ingestion
of drugs and alcohol by family
members, domestic violence,
child marriage, child desertion,
neglect, tribal fighting disrupt-
ing the lives of children, sub-
stance abuse by children and
youth, children with disabili-
ties are forced to beg, corporal
punishment

2/3 of women report being vic-
tims of gender based violence.
PNG ranks in the bottom ten
countries on the Gender In-
equality Index.

The Lukautim Pikinini Act (2009) provides a legal frame-
work for child protection but still requires concerted ef-
forts for full implementation.

Gender based violence is identified to be one of the key
factors driving the HIV/AIDS epidemic in PNG.

Family Sexual Violence Action Committee, under the Con-
sultative Implementation Monitoring Council, coordinate
over 100 public and civil society organizations to promote
and bring awareness of addressing gender based violence.

Women stressed freedom from fear and insecurity as pri-
ority issues.

Childrenidentified violence as the most significant obstacle
to their well-being. Children called for the government to
support child protection work and ensure children’s rights;
work with the community to care for orphans and deserted
children. The consultation with children highlights a clear
concern for child protection in various settings and the ful-
filment of their rights as defined by the CRC.

For children to live well in the future, the youth group said
that it was mostimportant to have a stable family, parents
to have good parenting skills, and for children to receive
education. As to what aspects of their community should
be protected to ensure that people live well, they reem-
phasised maintaining a peaceful and safe environment,
free from alcohol abuse and drugs, domestic violence and
tribal fighting.

The survey conducted among school children revealed
that 50 per cent of the responses by females indicated
that they wanted law and order to be improved to improve
protection mechanisms in place to protect women and
girls from violence.

The consultation with government bodies, civil society
organisations and NGOs that work on child protection
issues, made several key recommendations related to
violence. Child protection is an important issue, thus the
PNG government needs to set up mechanisms to ensure
adequate support for children in need of child protection.
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Forms of violence mentioned

Recommendations and identified priorities

Better integration of child protection issues into health
and education policies and programs must be addressed.
Key government departments should be supported in im-
plementing these. The groups also recommended that
public-private partnerships should be strengthened to
achieve child protection goals. An awareness component
is also important in alerting communities of this issue at
national, regional and local levels. Data collection must be
improved to support implementation of programs to sup-
port this important issue.

The consultation report identified “Peace and Safety” as
a stand-alone emerging priority, and “Acting on gender
based violence, tribal warfare, child abuse and all other
forms of violence and exploitation” as the first issue to
be addressed under this theme. This issue was further
deemed of “High priority” for the post 2015 development
agenda.

The Philippines

(not disaggregated
by focus groups)

Trafficking of women and
children, domestic violence
and sexual violence against
women and children, re-vic-
timization from investigation
and judicial process, violent
crime, political conflict and in-
stability, increasing culture of
violence indicated by the pro-
liferation of loose firearms

Peace and security goals:

-protect and include vulnerable sectors: vulnerable sec-
tors such as women, children, indigenous peoples as well
as former combatants and their families will need atten-
tion and representation in the political system.

-promote national security, internal stability and interna-
tional accord: address criminality-research and combat
criminality in the informal economy; protect women and
children who are most vulnerable to domestic and sexual
violence; address fear of re-victimization from investiga-
tion and judicial process; support a comprehensive and
integrated system of addressing safety and security at the
local level.

-strengthen the culture of and for peace: education for
peace-strengthen people’s peace abilities, to emphasize
with the other, value differences, build and amplify social
cohesion, and manage conflicts through dialogue.

Among the recommendations made in the thematic de-
velopment focus areas:

Justice peace and security: integrate peace education in
school curriculum; improve access to justice for vulnera-
ble and marginalised sectors (children, women, youth and
persons living with disabilities) and integrate the tradition-
al justice system and conflict-resolution mechanisms of
the IP and Bangsomoro within their territories.

Equality, equity, people empowerment, social cohesion
and justice: includes addressing the situation of basic so-
cial sectors that are especially marginalised, among which
include: women, children, youth and students, senior citi-
zens and persons with disabilities.
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Solomon Islands

(not disaggregated Violence in homes and the People want a peaceful Solomon Islands in the future

by focus group) community where law and order is maintained and their security en-
hanced. This encompasses police presence at commu-
nity level, stop violence in homes and in communities with
links to reduction of land disputes

Timor-Leste

All stakeholders Peace and stability were ranked the top priority, and secu-
rity was ranked the second priority.

Genderinequality was a cross-cutting issue of importance
for development.

The protection of persons with disabilities from discrimi-
nation was a frequently discussed issue.

Vietnam

Youth, children, Domestic violence, sexual har- Young men and women, and girls and boys, called for
persons living with  assment, violence in schools, greater protection from school violence, sexual abuse, do-
disabilities, urban drugs, discrimination, pressure mestic violence and drugs. They expressed a strong wish
poor to succeed in schools, sexual to be able to participate in decision-making processes,
abuse, preference for boys, andademand for social equity and gender equality.

discrimination against girl chil-  voung people identified better youth and child protection,

drenin families. as a priority issue. The consultation also highlighted young
people’s awareness of the problems caused by drugs, and
their wish for better education on the danger of drugs as
well as protection from drugs.

They called for greater protection from school violence
and bullying, which was considered a widespread problem.

“I am looking forward to a future when school violence
no longer exists. | wish my school mates and students in
general would be more friendly to one another.” (Male stu-
dent, 14 years old, Long An province)

Youth and children as well as the urban poor, were the only
groups consulted that identified VAC as a priority issue.
However, it was identified by them as a top development
priority.

87 Statement by Pakistan, Ambassador Mr Maric-Dordevic, Clustered interactive dialogue with the SRSG VAC and CAC, Human
Rights Council 25th session, Geneva 12th March 2014
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Stakeholder(s)

Forms of violence mentioned

Recommendations and identified priorities

Bolivia

All stakeholders

Family violence, gender based
violence

Violenceis referenced in the context of family stability and
creating non-violent and harmonious settings, as well as
in the area of inclusion and non-discrimination. Secure
environments and protection from violence are priority ar-
eas, however VAC was not directly addressed.

The identified thematic priorities for the development
agenda included:

Sexual reproductive health and education; eradicating all
forms of violence against women and increase the budget
dedicated to sexual violence; rights, including sexual and
reproductive rights.

Brazil

Youth, young girls,
afro-descendant
population, home-
less people, CSOs
working with vic-
tims of violence
Government and
academia

Violent crimes, violence and
discrimination in  schools,
child labour, crime and gang
related, adolescent homi-
cide, abuse, sexual violence,
violence against children and
adolescents by security staff,
police violence, gender based
violence

Generalised violence

The South region consultation identified:

“Education is responsible for strengthening and building
social fabric; with education it is possible to become a
citizen with critical awareness, reduce health and violence
problems preventively, restore family values and the role
of families in society: it is a condition for fully exercising
human rights”

Youth from public schools call for:

-support for people who are unable to work, as a means of
preventing child labour

-protect youth from crime and violence, prevent death of
youth caused by violent crime.

-eliminate prejudice and discrimination; end discrimina-
tion in schools, confront abuse and sexual violence

-strengthen the rights enforcement system: the reality is
that children’s and adolescents’ rights are constantly vio-
lated, therefore it is important to ensure effective enforce-
ment of the Statue of Children and Adolescents.

Youth from the MJPOP Social Movement (Monitoramento
Jovem de Politicas PuUblicas) made the following recom-
mendations:

-education: as a means of addressing public insecurities.
Identified child protection agencies as crucial partners in
improving the education system, as well as NGOs, com-
munity assistance groups and student councils.

-In order to address violence: the government and judi-
ciary organs, schools, international organisations, com-
munity leaders, churches and religious organisations, are
possible partners.

-create more facilities for culture, leisure and sports and
other measures to reduce drug traffic and use; demilitarize
the police and create preventative and restorative securit
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y measures, create and train community police forces, in-
vest in youth offender recovery facilities, reduce the sense
of impunity for crimes that occur in the peripheries of large
cities and in smaller communities, create public policy that
fosters a culture of peace, monitor human rights and vio-
lence treaties of which Brazil is signatory, creation of more
police stations dedicated to protecting women.

The Brazilian Government identified public security and
the reduction of violence/the protection against violence
and crime as a main development priority.

Colombia

Youth and children,
Women

Child labour, GBYV, discrimina-
tion against afro-descendent
and indigenous persons,

The women suggested strengthening new masculinities
oriented toward positive democratic relations and being
more flexible toward the roles imposed by society. The
necessary elimination of gender based violence and the
participation of women, as protagonists in development
and peacebuilding.

The consultation made broad recommendations within
the following focus areas:

-promote an agenda that can respond to the differentiat-
ed and particular needs of the afrodescendent population
and the indigenous populations.

-quality education and healthcare services: these need to
respond to the differentiated needs of the population.

-ensuring equality between rural and urban areas: on an
institutional and social level.

Costa Rica

Children, teenag-
ers, experts, wom-
en, persons from
poverty stricken
areas

Assault in public places, com-
munity violence, homicide
of children and adolescents,
drugs, bullying, discrimination
against indigenous children,
children with disabilities and
afrodescendent children, child
and adolescent pregnancies,
gender based violence, physi-
cal abuse by parents, sexual
abuse of children under 6 years
old, discrimination against
pregnant teenagers, bullying,
alcohol related incidences of
violence, neglect,

Increasing citizen security and the establishment of recre-
ation spaces and opportunities came out very strongly in
the National Consultation. These issues were mentioned
by children, adolescents, young people, older people,
women, and indigenous people from different parts of the
country.

Children in vulnerable communities, such as those living
in Barrio Cuba, a neighbourhood that is stricken by pov-
erty and violence, identified drugs and bullying, as priority
problems that they would like to solve for having a better
future.

Children and adolescents identified safety as the respect
of peace and living without fear, citizen collaboration and
less bullying.

The national consultation recommended the following in
order to eradicate violence against children and adoles-
cents and preventing teen pregnancies:

-Address male chauvinism

-preventive actions to reduce the risk of abuse, monitoring
by the ministry of education of adolescent pregnancies
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-increased sexual education

-improve the relationship between schools and family
-address bullying: teachers should pay more attention,
preventive action through responsibilising parents, pro-
vide assistance to children who practice bullying, identify
causes of bullying, projects to prevent bullying.

Children and adolescents identified the following as
stand-alone priority goals:

-decrease teen pregnancy, sexual education

-Decrease the manifestation of violence in communities,
schools and families (was not found to be of particular
importance)

-decrease drug use and trafficking

These goals have all been included in the National Devel-
opment Planaswell asinthe UN Development Assistance
Framework.

“We strongly recommend that the promotion and protec-
tion of the rights and well-being of children be well reflect-
ed in the post-2015 development agenda, including the
issue of elimination of any form of violence and discrimi-
nation against children”88

Cuba

NGOs, researchers

Multiple forms of violence
against against children, cor-
poral punishment and other
degrading forms of punish-
ment

Cuban NGOs expressed appreciation for programs that
eliminate gender patterns and traditional gender stereo-
types that undermine gender equity as well as the persis-
tence of multiple forms of violence against children and
harmful and degrading forms of punishment of children
and adolescents.

Representatives of research institutes stressed that public
policies must be updated and refined based on the differ-
entiated needs of adolescent and youth populations.

The consultation recommendations included:

-Include the perspective of gender equity in all thematic
areas, guarantee the rights of children, adolescents and
youth and other population groups.

-include the recognition and guarantees of sexual and re-
productive rights as human rights.

Dominican Republic

Women, children,
youth, vulnerable
children (street
children, orphans,
children with dis-
abilities)

Gender based violence, vio-
lence against girls, family vio-
lence, abortions by children,
substance abuse by children,
early pregnancies

Crime and security is a priority concern for all stakeholders.
Family violence and police violence were identified as
emerging trends. Intrafamilial violence was identified as a
priority concern.

Vulnerable children and other children identified love, fam-
ily, protection, protecting family and life in peace as main
priority concerns. They pointed out that their sexual rights
are not being respected.

In order to address the issue of gender based violence the
following recommendations were made:

-sexual and reproductive education including family planning
-construction of educational programs for a new masculinity
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El Salvador

Children, adoles-
cents, women

Violence against children

Adolescents identify public security as a priority.

Children identify Security and the prevention from vio-
lence as their top priority.

Women and women’s groups identify violence as a top pri-
ority theme.
Civil society, the public sector and labour organisations,

identify violence, conflict and fragility, violence prevention
as a top priority.

Ecuador

Women, general
public

Labour Unions

GBV, sexual violence, gender
based discrimination, exclu-
sion

Child labour

Academia, armed forces, private sector, CSOs, public
servants, local authorities: identify human rights, equity
and security as priority areas.

Indigenous persons, afro-descendent persons, persons
living with disabilities, LGBT, persons deprived of their
liberty: all pointed out security as a priority development
goal, as well as discrimination. The survey also identified
protection against crime and violence as a priority issue.

Cross-border, and transnational security issues are a con-
cern, including human trafficking.

Labour Unions addressed the issue of child labour.

Honduras

Boys, girls, ado-
lescents, UNOs,
women

Community violence, violence
in schools, crime, homicide, or-
ganized crime

Levels of public insecurities have been increasing due to
the increase of crime afflicting the country and has put
Honduras in the group of countries with the highest homi-
cide rates per 100’000 inhabitants.

One of the main priority goals is the “Construction of citi-
zenship and social cohesion” within which was identified
a need to strengthening culture through dialogue and
peaceful negotiation of differences, the promotion of civic
culture of adherence to values such as honesty, solidar-
ity, honour and the fulfilment of commitments made, the
construction of a culture of volunteerism and community
service and strengthening national identity.

Jamaica

Youth (15-39),
women

Violence against women and
girls, sexual violence toward
children, crime, class based
discrimination, neglect, cor-
poral punishment, exposure
to violence, transactional sex
by/between minors (sex in
exchange for gifts), domestic
violence, small arms related
violence, drugs, human traf-
ficking of women and girls,
child prostitution (girls are
groomed by their mothers)/

Among the key messages emerging from the consulta-
tions were:

-Investment in Children and Youth must be a key area of
focus in the Post 2015 Agenda.

-the level of insecurity in Jamaica calls for a dedicated tar-
get for reduction in crime and violence on the Post 2015
agenda for Jamaica

The youth focus group identified violence against children
and youth as a top priority concern. One youth focus group
participant suggested: “l don’t think us (we are) focusing
enough on abuse against children. They are (not) trying
but instead they are turning a blind eye. And while they
are not paying attention more children are dying...either
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sexual exploitation of girls as a
means of family income

by sickness, either by malnutrition...”. In this case, the
abuse of children highlights the multidimensional nature
of abuse beyond commonly referenced instances of cor-
poral punishment or sexual abuse but also encapsulates
mistreatment of children with respect to denial of their
health rights.

Other child accounts points to the need to manage child
exposure to violence in addition to working towards elimi-
nating the instances of violence against children and youth.

The young people involved in the focus group discussion
called for a specific goal to be developed in the Post 2015
agenda on reducing levels of crime and violence.

Intricate link between violence and HIV/AIDS and the vul-
nerabilities of young women were a highlighted health con-
cern. Plan indicates that girls 15-24 are three times more
likely to be infected with HIV than their male counterparts.

79% of survey respondents are dissatisfied with their
safety and security. 66% indicate that crime and violence
is the reason people do not live well, the same number be-
lieves that it is the reason that the gap is growing between
those who live well and those who don’t. Jamaica’s per
capita homicide rate has been on an upward trend since
1990 and the country is ranked among the most violent
in the world. Young men (18-34) are more likely to be the
victims and perpetrators of violence, although women are
those most likely to be victims of domestic violence.

Under the themes social protection the National Consul-
tation recommended:

-strengthen family life and parenting skills as a key source of
building self-esteem and promoting youth empowerment.

Peru

Girls, boys, youth,

Women, local
leaders, popula-
tion living with HIV/
AIDS, interregional
consultations

Violence, crime, parental ne-
glect, domestic violence, al-
cohol related violence against
children perpetrated by par-
ents, violence in schools per-
petrated by teachers, gang
related violence, substance
abuse among adolescents and
youth, teen pregnancies, child
labour, violence against chil-
dren in their place of work, vio-
lence against women and girls

Women of African descent and other women groups iden-
tified violence and discrimination as the main obstacle to
leading good lives. However there is discrepancy between
the identification of violence as a main obstacle and as a
priority area. This is due to the view of violence as a conse-
quence of other developmental challenges. Leaders and
expert focus groups also identified the need to change
evaluative and ethical patterns in certain sectors of Pe-
ruvian society, particularly of the male population around
how they treat their families and women.

Local leaders identified that change will only come with a
change in ethics and values. Public and private investment
need to generate more jobs and also respect the rights of
children and adolescents. They also identified the need for
youth to be able to lodge complaints.

The interregional consultations identified protection of chil-
dren and older adults, respect for humanrights, as a stand-
alone development priority area. These consultations also
highlighted the lack of child protection in the MDGs.
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All focus groups identified the elimination of violence and
the promotion of a culture of peace in the family and the
community, as top development goals. As no limits were
set for the range of issues that could be discussed and
prioritized by the workshop participants and no precise
definitions for the suggested topics were given, this points
to a rather stable consensus. Of six priority goals identi-
fied overall the number 4 priority “Security” contained vio-
lence, violence in families as sub targets.

Girls and boys identified violence and crime, as well as
education as top priorities. Identified as the main obstacle
to leading good lives as being the fact that parents leave
their children along making them vulnerable. Also, children
feel that parents are not good role models, and are often
violent and come home drunk. Children identify violence
perpetrated in schools by teachers. Gang activity and
crime are identified as factors in the community, as well as
ill functioning police and judiciary wrought with corruption
and a lack of access to justice.

Saint Lucia

Men, women,
youth, older
persons, health
experts, educa-

tion sector experts,

persons living
with disabilities,
Children, health
consultations,

Violence against children,
violence in schools including
bullying, juvenile offending,
intrafamilial violence, gender
based violence, sexual vio-
lence, corporal punishment

80 per cent of sexual offences
are committed against women
and children.

Men, women, youth, older persons, children, health ex-
perts, education sector experts, persons with disabilities:
all identified that poor parenting can have a negative im-
pact on children’s health. Knowledge of food and nutrition,
sexual and reproductive health practices, and other posi-
tive stimuli contribute to a good foundation for the future.

Men, women, youth, older persons, children, education
sector experts, persons with disabilities: Recommended
the implementation of non-violent approaches to disci-
pline children in schools, homes and state institutions.

Children called for:

-an increase of the dissemination and use of data for the
promotion of children’s rights and well-being

-address the causes of violence against children with spe-
cial emphasis on child sexual abuse, bullying and juvenile
offending

The National consultation on Health as well as other na-
tional consultations identify interfamilial violence and
violence against women, and the need for improved par-
enting skills as a health priority area.

Under the priority theme “Provide safe and secure envi-
ronment for citizens to function optimally in their commu-
nities” recommendations were made to address bullying,
juvenile offending and child sexual abuse, but also to
change the practice of child punishment and discipline to
more positive, less punitive didactic methods.

88 Statement by Costa Rica, during the High Level Event of the President of the General Assembly on “The Contribution of Wom-
en, the Young and Civil Society to the Post-2015 Development Agenda”, 6th March, 2014, New York.
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Stakeholder(s)
Albania

Children

GBYV, family blood feuds, ethnic
discrimination in schools, par-
ticular discrimination of and
discrimination of the Roma
community, birth sex selection
(decreasing birth rate of girls),
early marriages, discrimina-
tory offences perpetrated by
teachers,

“Economic empowerment of women is interrelated with
the level of education, resulting in unemployment, poverty
and other correlated social problems like domestic vio-
lence etc.”

Discrimination against women and girls and lack of genu-
ine gender empowerment have come out very strongly as
a cross cutting concern with such issues as sex-selective
abortions and widespread domestic violence being ex-
treme symptoms of grave social problems.

Azerbaijan

All stakeholders

Child marriage, domestic
violence, trafficking, risky be-
haviour, discrimination, dis-
crimination against youth with
disabilities, boy preference,
gender based violence

The Law on Youth Policy adopted in April 2002 and up-
dated in 2007, addresses concerns and provides guidance
on such issues as values, behaviour codes, youth employ-
ment, health care and youth organisations. The Law on
Prevention of Domestic Violence was adopted in 2010.

Risky behaviour is a challenge for youth. Young people
who are demobilized from the army or leaving institutional
care need particular support to prevent engagement in
risky activities that lead to tobacco, alcohol and drug ad-
diction, and behaviours such as unsafe sex. There is a lack
of information about these problems through school.

It is important that community programmes aimed to ad-
dress norms and attitudes and also to empower girls are
introduced and measures are undertaken to improve the
socio-economic standing of women. Since the fall of the so-
viet union the practice of child marriage has resurfaced and
the State Statistics Committee identified that 30 per cent
of women aged 16-49 were married by the age of 18. In 20T1],
over 5 per cent of registered marriages were to girls aged
under 18. Many more unregistered marriages for children are
likely. Or particular concernis the fact that the religious lead-
ersin Azerbaijan constitute the major group that contributes
to the preservation of the practice of child marriages

Recommendations:

Stakeholders suggest that the school psychologist sys-
tem be revitalized to become a place for school children
to receive guidance and counselling. All schools should
be required to teach modules on healthy lifestyles so no
one who goes to school will be ignorant of the risks of
risky behaviour.

The consultation recommended that the trafficking of
women, children and men should be combatted in Azer-
baijan through information dissemination in cities and ru-
ral areas, awareness raising including targeted campaigns
addressed to migrant workers and law enforcement ef-
forts to identify potential victims of trafficking, refer them
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to appropriate services as well as to further investigate
and prosecute trafficking offenders.

“One of the main reasons for gender inequality is child
marriage which deprives the girls from the elementary and
secondary education. This leads to uneducated mothers
and uneducated children. It is a vicious cycle."—A girl 20
years old, from an urban area National youth consultation
in Shirvan

Kazakhstan

(Not disaggre-
gated)

Violence against children, vio-
lence against girls, children
and adolescents engaging in
risky behaviour, juvenile delin-
quency

Government’s protective policies for women were highly
praised, and it was strongly recommended that children
are similarly afforded legal protection and that measures
are put in place to address violence against children. Par-
ticipants asked for implementation of such programmes
to be closely monitored, promoting behavioural changes
and access to adequate services in order to reduce repeat-
ed violence.

Discussions revealed increasing rates of violence against
girls.

Under Health the consultation report recommended un-
der the target on education, that the psychological and
emotional state of children remains a concern, and meas-
uring these areas will help to better address the well-be-
ing of children.

Under the section “Support to vulnerable people” the
elimination of domestic violence was ranked as number
4. Under social services, psychological health as a priority
concern was ranked number 9. Ethical and moral upbring-
ing of young people was ranked number 5. Reproductive
health of women was ranked 8. Under Security juvenile
delinquency and the protection against and reduction of
crime were identified as priorities.

Kyrgyzstan

Women and youth

Violence was not mentioned
under any thematic area.

The thematic area of Peace and Stability, was identified
as a priority area. The responses indicated that there is
a need to improve interethnic relations and address the
worsening moral values of the population.

Most of the recommendations indicated that there is a
need to promote tolerance and understanding that “we
are one people”.

Improving values and culture was addressed as a prior-
ity theme. Participants indicated that there is a need to
engage people, more specifically the youth. In the formu-
lation of the development agenda, which in many ways
can tie into a desire for increased volunteerism that can
empower youth, transform the often passive relationship
between citizen and state in addressing development
challenges, and provide work skills.
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Moldova
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Children, youth and Ethnic, social and religious

women

discrimination (high levels

of intolerance), domestic
violence, the negative effects
of parents emigrating for
financial reasons

The participants mentioned that they want to live in an
educated society that is tolerant and respectful. These
aspects were mentioned more often by children, youth
and women.

Intolerance of the population was identified as a major
concern. This includes discrimination and intolerance to-
ward people living with HIV, the Roma population, LGBTI
persons, drug abusers, certain religions, and ethnic groups.

Domestic violence was mentioned by women, but also
other groups of the population, especially representatives
of CSOs. Some of them stated that the main reason for
domestic violence derives from poverty, although lifestyle
risk factors which may lead to alcoholism for instance
(also could be identified during the discussions as reason
for domestic violence.

Recommended solutions:

Implementation of the right policies. Some reference was
made to the ratification and enforcement of conventions
against the discrimination of women during the consulta-
tions. Indeed, not all conventions are ratified by Moldova
and the enforcement is weak.

Montenegro

All stakeholders

Child protection as
a development priority

More than three-quarters of respondents think that social
services and child protection mechanisms can reduce the
negative effects of the bad economic and social situation.
Furthermore, when asked to what extent quality of life de-
pends on the quality of social and child welfare protection,
two thirds said that it does (68.7 per cent).

Under healthcare the consultation identified preventive
healthcare as the priority approach and included target
recommendations on addressing risk factors; education
about the prevention and strengthening awareness about
the importance of the healthy lifestyle. The consultation
further recommends opening youth counselling centres,
within already exiting primary healthcare centres. They
alsorecommend the increased use of screening programs,
as an effective method of prevention.

“Violence against children is a growing problem. It often
goes unseen, unheard and unreported. We encourage new
ideas to focus on collective actions to ensure the right of
the child to live free from violence. The Government of
Montenegro has undertaken numerous steps for more ef-
ficient implementation of laws concerning the protection
of children’s rights. We accepted the recommendations
made during the Country UPR review to prohibit corporal
punishment of children in all settings, including at home.
In that regard, my country is preparing a number of legal
amendments to explicitly prohibit corporal punishment of
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children in all settings. In addition, a comprehensive media
outreach will be launched in enhancing awareness of the
consequences of corporal punishment of children. Monte-
negro has recognised the need to establish a mechanism
for monitoring the number of cases and scope of abuse,
negligence and maltreatment, including within the family,
schools and child care institutions; to ensure that profes-
sionals who work for and with children, including teach-
ers, social workers, health workers, police and judiciary, are
properly trained to recognise the early signals of child abuse
or neglect and to strengthen child support victim services.
In addition...(...)....., Montenegro has also launched activities
towards a comprehensive child care database and a new
National Action Plan for care and protection of children”.8°

Serbia

Children, street
involved children,
children with au-
tism, youth from
rural areas, chil-
dren and youthin
conflict with the
law, high school
children, general
population, Roma
population, Femi-
nists, journalists,
local politicians,
health experts

Domestic violence, physical
and psychological violence
against children in the home,
peer violence in schools, traf-
ficking, drug abuse, child pros-
titution

549% of women have experi-
enced some form of domes-
tic violence after the age of 15.
Children are exposed to the
psychological violence in the
family, 57% of cases and to
physical in 37% of cases. They
are exposed to peer violence in
schools in 56% of cases.

Violence against women and children were identified as
priority concerns across all groups consulted. The ques-
tions were open ended and not prescribed. All groups
identified the lack of a culture of social cohesion as being
the underlying reason.

The survey revealed that if disaggregated by age, young peo-
ple identify protection against crime and violence as being
their second top priority, whilst the middle-aged category
(35-54) and the 55+ categories have it as their top priority.

During the consultations aspects of social exclusion were
emphasized, such as obstacles to access education,
health care, social protection, the judicial system, culture
and to participate fully in local community without stigma
and prejudices. This was particularly the case with the
Roma population, street involved children, IDPs and chil-
drenin conflict with the law.

Children in conflict with the law, indicated problems of
weak support to families. They complained about the
conditions of institutionalisation and required much bet-
ter support to families that would prevent their troubles.

Recommended solutions:

Better quality of services, for example education that fos-
ters not only knowledge, but also civic values and educates
new generations to be responsible, more tolerant but also
competitive and cooperative at the same time. Better qual-
ity of services in the context of health care and prevention,
particularly in the case of various forms of risky behaviour
by young people and the reproductive health of women.

Tajikistan (focus on gbv)

Women, youth and
civil society

Violence against women and
girls, domestic violence, dis-
crimination against children
with disabilities in schools,
discrimination against girls in
schools, early marriage

Women, youth and civil society participants put particular
emphasis on gender inequalities in the access to education.
Early marriage and societal gender norms and values are
highlighted as key reasons underlying this problem. Youth
in Sughd also mentioned the fact that the hijab is banned in
schools as a potential barrier for girls’ education.
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To address the stigma and discrimination experienced by
children with disabilities in schools, the participants high-
lighted the need to promote a positive attitude focused
on ability.

When it comes to girls’ access to education, women sug-
gest that one option to encourage girls to stay in school
beyond grade 9 would be to extend compulsory education
to grade 11. They also argue that specific steps need to be
taken to address early marriage.

Youth and civil society representatives also highlighted
the need for the curriculum to address topics such as
rights awareness. Youth also indicated a need for values
such as peace, tolerance and dialogue to be incorporated
into the curriculum.

Turkey

CSOs, Habitat
Youth Consultation,
violence in schools

Child marriage, sexual vio-
lence, GBV and discrimination,
gender based discrimination,
violence in schools and pre-
schools, discrimination and
violence against learning disa-
bled children in schools

Early childhood development was added as a 10th prior-
ity theme, besides the 10 themes identified by the Rio +20.
Recommendations and priority concerns were themati-
cally identified:

Inequalities
-eradicate all forms of violence against women

-ensure early childhood development for young children
between 0-8 years of age.

Health

-expand user friendly reproductive health services for
young people

-tailor health services for young people, women and the
elderly

Education

-ensuring 12 year compulsory school
-compulsory pre-school education
Population dynamics

-development of policies to targeting women, young peo-
ple, children and migrants on all areas

-development of policies to prevent child/early marriages
and early pregnancies

Also emphasized were the obstacles to the women’s use
of their reproductive rights, the insufficiency of shelters
and social protection units for women who are subjected
to violence. Special urgency is attached to women’s par-
ticipation in economic and social life and to effectively
combating violence against women.

Effectively fighting inequalities faced by children was
treated as a priority area at all meetings. The participants
attached priority to the need for legal measures to guar-
antee the protection of children. The insecurity in schools
and preschools in particular, poses a life-threatening situ-
ation. Moreover, physical and social inequalities in public
space are viewed as a fact which aggravates child poverty.
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Recommendations made by the consultation report:

-adoption of all possible legislative, institutional and
practical measures to put an end to all forms of violence
against women

-adoption of funded, inclusive and integrated ECD policies
and implementation of supportive and protective pro-
grams for all young children 0-8 years, especially the most
disadvantaged by 2020

-routine collection of data at national and sub-national
levels to monitor trends and disparities in the ECD and
generate evidence-based knowledge to inform budgeting
and policies.

-revision of all existing binding laws on discrimination is
such a way as to include young people in particular

-adequate importance should be attached to guidance
and psychological counselling in efforts to reach out to
disadvantaged children and families and to identify and
eliminate the problems which they face at school, cooper-
ation among families, teachers managers, psychological
counsellors and guidance teachers, should be promoted

-child development should be taken within a holistic ap-
proach and effective policies developed in the area of Ear-
ly childhood education, which is the most important factor
in eradicating inegaultiy in education.

-early childhood learning indicators should be developed
and indicators should be sued to detect learning problems
at an early stage (IMP since learning impaired childrento a
greater extent experience violence in schools)

-special policies should be developed for the prevention of
early marriages and pregnancies.

Health:

Traffic accidents and violence should also be considered
as directly relevant to public health and related services

should be integrated into preventive efforts. Violence
against women was identified as a priority health issue.
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