
Overview of the Consultations
Consultations with children ahead of the SRSG-VAC Annual Report presentation to UNGA 2025 focused on child poverty 
as a key driver of violence against children and the role of social protection.

The SRSG-VAC engaged 1,727 children through an online poll (1,645 children from 67 countries1) and seven focus 
groups (80+ children from 19 countries2), including those with lived experiences of poverty, disabilities, conflict zones, 
and street situations. In the online poll, 1 in 10 children included violence against children in their definition of poverty.

What do Children Think 
About Child Poverty?
Insights from UNGA 2025 Consultations with Children

Poverty goes beyond 
lack of money: it means 

lack of opportunities, 
exclusion, losing hope, 

and being unable to 
dream.

Children highlighted 
missing love and 

affection, both at home 
and in society.

Poverty affects dignity, 
leading to stigma 
and exclusion in 

streets, schools, and 
communities.

Children linked poverty 
to risky behaviors like 
substance abuse and 

theft.

Access to quality 
education and broader 

services is critical; 
poverty limits rights 

to education, play, and 
participation.

Children stressed the 
role of parents and 
family, calling for 

government support 
and mental health 

assistance.

The cycle of poverty 
persists - those born 
poor often die poor; 

efforts must address 
root causes.

Normalization of poverty 
and violence makes 

change harder in many 
countries.

Poverty undermines 
children’s rights and 
intersects with other 

vulnerabilities, including 
the climate crisis.

Lack of safety, safe 
spaces, and access to 
toilets and WASH were 

also mentioned.

What Children Say Poverty Means
“Being poor means feeling left out from friends, from activities, and 

from opportunities”,  Girl, 13-15 years old, Asia-Pacific

Children considered 
accessing education 

as important as having 
money, food and shelter.

Both through the focus group discussions and the online poll, children reflected on what child poverty means, its root 
causes, and how it impacts different aspects of their lives. These are some of the main issue children raised:

1. Afghanistan, Algeria, Argentina, Australia, Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Bolivia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Botswana, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Canada, 
Colombia, Congo, Côte d’Ivoire, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Ecuador, El Salvador, England, Ethiopia, Gambia, Germany, Greece, Guatemala, 
Guyana, Honduras, India, Indonesia, Iraq, Ireland, Japan, Kenya, Kyrgyzstan, Lebanon, Malaysia, Mexico, Mozambique, Nigeria, North Macedonia, 
Pakistan, Palestine, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Qatar, Russia, Rwanda, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Somalia, South Africa, South Sudan, Spain, 
Sudan, Tajikistan, Tanzania, Thailand, Togo, Turkey, Uganda, United States of America, Uruguay, Venezuela, Zambia.

2. Bangladesh, Bulgaria, Chile, Croatia, Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), Ethiopia, Guatemala, India, Indonesia, Ireland, Kenya, Morocco, 
Philippines, Romania, Rwanda, Senegal, Uruguay, Zambia, Zimbabwe.

“It means the broke soul of the child, physically, mentally, emotionally, 
and nutritionally”, Girl, under 11 years old, Africa 

“No love, no food, no home”,  Girl, 
under 11 years old, Europe



When asked how child poverty is connected to violence 
against children in the online poll, results revealed:

	• About 1 in 5 children said poverty causes household 
stress, leading to physical and psychological violence. 

	• Children mostly referred to emotional violence, child 
labor, domestic violence, gang violence, exploitation, 
and trafficking. 

	• They recognized the deep link between poverty and 
mental health, noting its heavy impact on emotional 
well-being. 

When asked how child poverty is connected to violence against children, these were the forms of violence children 
referenced in their response:

“Poverty is the theft of a child’s innocence before anyone steals their money. Child poverty, for me, is not just the 
lack of money; it is the loss of childhood itself. It is seeing a child carrying a torn backpack instead of a school bag. 
It is seeing them searching through trash for food instead of playing in the park. It is hearing them ask, ‘How much 
will I earn today?’ Instead of, ‘What will I learn today?’”, Girl, 11-13 years old, Middle East 

Emotional and physical 
violence

Sexual exploitation and 
abuse

Domestic  
violence

Discrimination, bullying, 
stigma

Child labor and  
begging

Child trafficking and child 
marriage

Gang violence and 
recruitment

Violence in streets and 
armed conflict

Closing Notes
Children across more than 68 countries described how poverty undermines their dignity, opportunities, safety, and 
dreams. Their perspectives shaped the SRSG-VAC annual report presentation to UNGA 2025.

Children’s Solutions to End Child Poverty
Children emphasized free education, including supplies, transport, and activities, so they can develop their talents to 
the fullest. They called for children’s participation as part of the solution and involvement of the wider community. 
Addressing child poverty requires a whole-of-government approach to improve access to services for all children. They 
highlighted peace, better living conditions, and social protection for families. Children also suggested training and job 
opportunities to break the cycle of poverty and stressed the need to raise awareness about how poverty can trigger 
violence. Although children’s policy priorities in the online poll converge around government action, girls placed greater 
emphasis on protection and      basic services, and boys emphasized livelihoods and employment.

“It means not having the resources to continue dedicating myself to following my dreams.”, Boy, under 11 years old, Americas

Results from the online poll revealed a generally shared vision between both boys and girls, with a few patterns emerging: 
Girls are more likely to link poverty to harmful practices, sexual violence, and bullying and discrimination, while boys are 
more likely to cite physical violence

How Child Poverty Connects 
to Violence Against Children

In focus group engagements across regions, children stressed 
the discrimination against those in poverty by their peers, 
communities, teachers, and healthcare professionals. 


