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1. International standards on crime prevention 

 
 • United Nations Guidelines for the Prevention of Juvenile 

Delinquency (Riyadh Guidelines), 1990 

• Guidelines for Action on Children in the Criminal Justice 

System, 1996 

• Guidelines for the Prevention of Crime, 2002 

• Guidelines on Justice in Matters involving Child Victims and 

Witnesses of Crime, 2005 

• United Nations Model Strategies and Practical Measures on 

the Elimination of Violence against Children in the Field of 

Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice, 2005 



1. International standards on crime prevention 

(cont’d)  

 
 
• Updated Model Strategies and Practical Measures on 

the Elimination of Violence against Women in the Field 

of Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice, 2010 

 

• United Nations Model Strategies and Practical 

Measures on the Elimination of Violence against 

Children in the Field of Crime Prevention and Criminal 

Justice, 2014 



What is crime prevention?  

• (f) “Crime prevention” comprises strategies and measures that 

seek to reduce the risk of crimes occurring and their potential 

harmful effects on individuals and society, including fear of 

crime, by intervening to influence the multiple causes of crime; 
 Model Strategies, 2014  

 



Crime prevention encompasses a wide range of approaches, 

including those which:  
 

(a) Promote the well-being of people and encourage pro-social 

behaviour through social, economic, health and educational 

measures, with a particular emphasis on children and youth, and 

focus on the risk and protective factors associated with crime and 

victimization (prevention through social development or social 

crime prevention);  
 

(b) Change the conditions in neighbourhoods that influence 

offending, victimization and the insecurity that results from crime 

by building on the initiatives, expertise and commitment of 

community members (locally based crime prevention);  

 



(c) Prevent the occurrence of crimes by reducing opportunities, 

increasing risks of being apprehended and minimizing benefits, 

including through environmental design, and by providing 

assistance and information to potential and actual victims 

(situational crime prevention);  

 

(d) Prevent recidivism by assisting in the social reintegration of 

offenders and other preventive mechanisms (reintegration 

programmes).  
  

 Crime Prevention Guidelines, 2002 

 

 



- Comprehensive prevention plans 
 

- Projects should focus on strategies to socialize and integrate all children 

and young persons successfully 
 

- pay particular attention to children in need of special protection measures, 

such as children working or living on the streets or children permanently 

deprived of a family environment, children with disabilities, children of 

minorities, immigrants and indigenous peoples and other vulnerable 

groups of children. In particular, the placement of these children in 

institutions should be proscribed as much as possible.  
 

- Measures of social protection should be developed in order to limit the 

risks of criminalization for these children.  
- Guidelines for Action on Children in the Criminal Justice System, 1996 



Reaffirming that every effort must be made to prevent victimization of 

children, including through implementation of the Guidelines for the 

Prevention of Crime; 

XIV. The right to special preventive measures  

38. In addition to preventive measures that should be in place for all 

children, special strategies are required for child victims and witnesses who 

are particularly vulnerable to recurring victimization or offending. 
 

39. Professionals should develop and implement comprehensive and 

specially tailored strategies and interventions in cases where there are 

risks that child victims may be victimized further. These strategies and 

interventions should take into account the nature of the victimization, 

including victimization related to abuse in the home, sexual exploitation, 

abuse in institutional settings and trafficking. The strategies may include 

those based on government, neighbourhood and citizen initiatives. 

      - Child victims guidelines, 2005  



• Mandate: General Assembly Resolution A/RES/69/194 
“to take steps to ensure the broad dissemination of the Model Strategies and Practical 

Measures on the Elimination of Violence against Children in the Field of Crime Prevention 

and Criminal Justice”. (Op. para. 11) 

 

“to identify the needs and capacities of countries and to provide technical 

assistance and advisory services to Member States in order to develop or strengthen, 

as appropriate, legislation, procedures, policies and practices to prevent and respond to 

violence against children and to ensure respect for the rights of the child in the 

administration of justice”. (Op. para. 12) 

A new mandate for UNODC 



Integrated violence prevention and child 

protection strategies 

      Creating a protective environment 

Prevent and respond to VAC 

The “UN Model Strategies”  



 

• Improve the effectiveness of the criminal 

justice system in preventing and responding 

to VAC 

 

• Protect children from VAC that may result 

from their contact with the criminal justice 

system 

 

 

 

Aims of the “UN Model Strategies”  



 

• Part I: General prevention strategies 

 

• Part II: Strategies to improve the ability and capacity 

of the criminal justice system to respond to VAC 

 

• Part III: Strategies to prevent and respond to VAC who 

are in contact with the justice system 

Organization of the “Model Strategies” 



Part I of the “Model Strategies” 

1. Prohibition of all forms of violence against 
children and criminalization of serious forms of 
violence 

 

2. Comprehensive prevention programmes 

 

3. Data collection, research, analysis and 
dissemination 

 

 



Part II of the “Model Strategies” 

4. Establishing detection and reporting mechanisms 

 

5. Effective protection to child victims of violence 

 

6. Effective investigation and prosecution of VAC 

 

7. Enhancing inter-sectoral cooperation 



Part II of the “Model Strategies” (cont.) 

8. Improving criminal proceedings involving child victims of 

violence 

 

9. Ensuring that sentencing reflects the serious nature of 

VAC 

 

10. Strengthening the capacity of criminal justice 

professionals 



Part III of the “Model Strategies” 

11. Reducing the number of children in contact with the 

justice system 

 

12. Preventing VAC associated with law enforcement 

and prosecution strategies 

 

13. Deprivation of liberty as a measure of last resort 

 

 



Part III of the “Model Strategies” (cont.) 

14. Prohibition of torture and other cruel, inhuman or 
degrading treatment or punishment 

 

15. Preventing and responding to VAC in places of 
detention 

 

16. Enhancing protection and assistance to child victims 
of VAC 

 

17. Strengthening accountability and oversight 
mechanisms 

 
 



Preventing 
crime 

Preventing 
children's 

involvement 
in crime 

Preventing 
violence 
against 
children 

3. Successful strategies and programmes 



 



 





Parent and care-giver support 

 



Example of tertiary prevention 

 



 



Cost of crime vs. cost of prevention 







 







2016 Stockholm Prize in Criminology 

• The international jury for the Stockholm Prize in 

Criminology has selected Travis W. Hirschi, Cathy 

Spatz Widom and Per-Olof Wikström, as award winners 

2016. The winners are awarded the prize in recognition 

of their important joint advance in knowledge about how 

parents and peers shape successes, or failures, in 

preventing adult violence and crime.  

 



Family-skills:  Family skills training programmes have been 

found to be effective in preventing many risk behaviours 
 



For further information: 

Ms. Anna Giudice  

United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 

P.O.Box 500 Vienna 

A-1400 Austria 

Tel.: +43(1) 26060-4530 

 

E-mail: anna.giudice.saget@unodc.org 

http://www.unodc.org 

Thank  you  for  your  attention! 

Muchas gracias por su atención! 



 


