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National Survey of Children’s Exposure to 

Violence (NATSCEV) 

 Survey conducted January 2008- May 2008 

 National RDD sample of  4549 children age 0-17 

 Telephone interviews with 2454 caregivers of children 

 age 0-9 

 Telephone interviews with 2095 youth age 10-17 

 Respondents promised confidentiality and paid $20 for 

 participation 

 Interviews completed with 71% of eligible respondents 

 contacted 



Comprehensive epidemiology of childhood 

victimization 

Assessment of most comprehensive spectrum of 

victimization types to date (violence, abuse, crime, etc.) 

Entire age range of childhood (0-17) 

Advantages:  

Understand full burden on children 

See inter-relationships among exposures 

Identify highest risk children 

Appreciate developmental patterns 

Promote collaboration, avoid fragmented response 



JVQ Logo 



JVQ Modules 

Module A: Conventional Crime 

– Robbery 

– Personal Theft 

– Vandalism 

– Assault with Weapon 

– Assault without Weapon 

– Attempted Assault 

– Kidnapping 

– Bias Attack 

Module B: Child Maltreatment 

– Physical Abuse by Caregiver 

– Psychological/Emotional Abuse 

– Neglect 

– Custodial Interference/Family Abduction 

Module C: Peer & Sibling Victimization 

– Gang or Group Assault 

– Peer or Sibling Assault 

– Nonsexual Genital Assault 

– Bullying 

– Emotional bullying 

– Dating Violence 

Module D: Sexual Victimization 

– Sexual Assault by Known Adult 

– Nonspecific Sexual Assault 

– Sexual Assault by Peer 

– Rape: Attempted or Completed 

– Flashing/Sexual Exposure 

– Verbal Sexual Harassment 

– Statutory Rape & Sexual Misconduct 

Module E: Witnessing & Indirect Victimization 

– Witness to Domestic Violence 

– Witness to Parent Assault of Sibling 

– Witness to Assault with Weapon 

– Witness to Assault without Weapon 

– Burglary of Family Household 

– Murder of Family Member or Friend 

– Witness to Murder 

– Exposure to Random Shootings, Terrorism or Riots 

– Exposure to War or Ethnic Conflict 

JVQ Modules 



NatSCEV JVQ Additions 

Community Crime Exposure 

– Family/friend Sexual Assault 

– Family/ friend Robbed 

– Family/friend Gun Threat 

 

Family Abuse Exposure 

– Parents Threaten Other Parent 

– Parents Break Objects 

– Parents Push Other Parent 

– Parents Slap, Choke, Beat Up 

– Any  Teen or Grown-up Fight in Household 

School Violence Threat 

– Threaten School Bomb or Attack 

– School  Vandalism 

 

Internet Victimization 

– Internet Harassment 

– Internet Sexual  Victimizations 

JVQ Modules 



Major Victimization Types by Victim Age 

Physical Assault 

Witness Violence 
Property Victimization 

 

Maltreatment 

Sexual Victimization 

Any Victimization 

Indirect Exposure 

to Violence 

3-year running average 



Victimization in Last Year 

Total and Selected Aggregates 
(Children 0-17, N=4549) 

61 

46 

6 
10 

25 25 



Physical Assaults, Bullying and Teasing in the 

Past Year 
 

 46% of the sample reported a physical assault 

 10% reported an assault-related injury 

 13% reported bullying and 20% reported being teased and 
 harassed 

 Boys have higher rates of most assault and bullying 
 victimizations 

 Physical assaults with no injury and bullying highest 
 among elementary school age children (6-9) 

 Other assault categories and dating violence highest among 
 teenagers 

 Assault perpetrators most often juvenile acquaintances and 
 siblings 



Sexual Victimizations in the Past Year 

 

 8% of the 14-17 y o girls reported a sexual assault; 
 3% of boys 

  Sexual victimizations highest among female 
 teenagers 

 Adult perpetrators responsible for 15% of total 
 sexual victimizations and 29% of sexual assaults 

 Most sexual victimizations perpetrated by 
acquaintances 



Child Maltreatment in the Past Year 

 

10% of sample reported some form of child 
 maltreatment; 17% of 14-17 y o 

 Emotional abuse most common 

 Physical abuse 8% 14-17 y o. 20% life time 

 Rates similar for boys and girls (except sexual 
 abuse) 

 Rates lowest for pre-school age children 



Property Victimizations in the Past Year 

 

25% of the sample reported property victimizations 

 5% experienced robbery, 7% theft, and 6% 
 vandalism by non-siblings 

 Boys have higher rates of property victimizations 

 Most often perpetrated by juvenile acquaintances 



Odds Ratios for Occurrence of Other Victimization Type  

Given One Victimization Type 

PAST YEAR 

VICTIMIZATION 

Any 

Physical 

Assault 

Any 

Sexual 

Victimizat

ion 

Any 

Maltreatm

ent 

Any 

Property 

Victimizati

on 

Any 

Witness 

Violence 

Exposur

e to 

Violence 

Any Physical Assault 5.0 4.1 2.7 2.5 2.2 

Any Sex Victimization 1.8 2.9 2.2 2.2 3.2 

Any Maltreatment 1.8 3.3 2.1 2.4 2.7 

Any Property 

Victimization 
1.8 3.5 2.9 2.4 2.9 

Any Witness Violence 1.7 3.1 3.3 2.4 3.2 

Any Indirect Exp to 

Viol 
1.4 3.5 2.6 2.1 2.3 

• Of those with 1 type of direct victimization, 64.5% had 2 or 

more types of victimization 

• 10.9% ≥ 5 types of victimization (PY), 1.4%≥ 10 types (PY) 



Key contributions 

• New estimates not previously available, in particular of 

the full spectrum of child victimization 

• Estimates over full span of childhood 

• How many kids suffer from a single and multiple types 

of exposures 

• Increased risk created by any exposure 

• Implications:  

Need to ask about the full spectrum of victimization 

experiences (dating violence, emotional maltreatement, property victimization, 

exposure to violence in family and community) 

Need a more integrated approach among policy makers, 

programme designers, and practitioners that addresses the full 

spectrum 
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