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National Survey of Children’s Exposure to
Violence (NATSCEV)

Survey conducted January 2008- May 2008
National RDD sample of 4549 children age 0-17

Telephone interviews with 2454 caregivers of children
age 0-9

Telephone interviews with 2095 youth age 10-17

Respondents promised confidentiality and paid $20 for
participation

Interviews completed with 71% of eligible respondents
contacted



Comprehensive epidemiology of childhood
victimization
Assessment of most comprehensive spectrum of
victimization types to date (violence, abuse, crime, etc.)
Entire age range of childhood (0-17)
Advantages:
Understand full burden on children
See Inter-relationships among exposures
Identify highest risk children
Appreciate developmental patterns
Promote collaboration, avoid fragmented response



Juvenile Victimizatie
Questionnaire




JVQ Modules

Module A: Conventional Crime

Robbery

Personal Theft
Vandalism

Assault with Weapon
Assault without Weapon
Attempted Assault
Kidnapping

Bias Attack

Module B: Child Maltreatment

Physical Abuse by Caregiver
Psychological/Emotional Abuse

Neglect

Custodial Interference/Family Abduction

Module C: Peer & Sibling Victimization

Module D: Sexual Victimization

Sexual Assault by Known Adult
Nonspecific Sexual Assault

Sexual Assault by Peer

Rape: Attempted or Completed
Flashing/Sexual Exposure

Verbal Sexual Harassment

Statutory Rape & Sexual Misconduct

Module E: Witnessing & Indirect Victimization

Gang or Group Assault
Peer or Sibling Assault
Nonsexual Genital Assault
Bullying

Emotional bullying
Dating Violence

Witness to Domestic Violence

Witness to Parent Assault of Sibling

Witness to Assault with Weapon

Witness to Assault without Weapon

Burglary of Family Household

Murder of Family Member or Friend

Witness to Murder

Exposure to Random Shootings, Terrorism or Riots
Exposure to War or Ethnic Conflict



NatSCEV JVQ Additions

Community Crime Exposure

— Family/friend Sexual Assault
— Family/ friend Robbed
—  Family/friend Gun Threat

Family Abuse Exposure

Parents Threaten Other Parent

Parents Break Objects

Parents Push Other Parent

Parents Slap, Choke, Beat Up

Any Teen or Grown-up Fight in Household

School Violence Threat

Threaten School Bomb or Attack
School Vandalism

Internet Victimization

Internet Harassment
Internet Sexual Victimizations



Major Victimization Types by Victim Age
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Percent of all Children.
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Physical Assaults, Bullying and Teasing In the
Past Year

46% of the sample reported a physical assault
10% reported an assault-related injury

13% reported bullying and 20% reported being teased and
harassed

Boys have higher rates of most assault and bullying
victimizations

Physical assaults with no injury and bullying highest
among elementary school age children (6-9)

Other assault categories and dating violence highest among
teenagers

Assault perpetrators most often juvenile acquaintances and
siblings



Sexual Victimizations 1n the Past Year

8% of the 14-17 y o girls reported a sexual assault;
3% of boys

Sexual victimizations highest among female
teenagers

Adult perpetrators responsible for 15% of total
sexual victimizations and 29% of sexual assaults

Most sexual victimizations perpetrated by
acquaintances



Child Maltreatment in the Past Year

10% of sample reported some form of child
maltreatment; 17% of 14-17y o

Emotional abuse most common
Physical abuse 8% 14-17 y 0. 20% life time

Rates similar for boys and girls (except sexual
abuse)

Rates lowest for pre-school age children



Property Victimizations in the Past Year

25% of the sample reported property victimizations

5% experienced robbery, 7% theft, and 6%
vandalism by non-siblings

Boys have higher rates of property victimizations
Most often perpetrated by juvenile acquaintances



Odds Ratios for Occurrence of Other Victimization Type
Given One Victimization Type
« Of those with 1 type of direct victimization, 64.5% had 2 or

more types of victimization
* 10.9% > 5 types of victimization (PY), 1.4%> 10 types (PY)

PAST YEAR Any Any Any Any Any Exposur
VICTIMIZATION Physical Sexual Maltreatm  Property Witness eto
Assault  Victimizat ent Victimizati  Violence Violence
ion on

1.7 3.1 3.3 2.4 3.2
1.4 3.5 2.6 2.1 2.3




Key contributions

New estimates not previously available, in particular of
the full spectrum of child victimization

Estimates over full span of childhood

How many kids suffer from a single and multiple types
of exposures

Increased risk created by any exposure

Implications:

] Need to ask about the full spectrum of victimization

experiences (dating violence, emotional maltreatement, property victimization,
exposure to violence in family and community)

1 Need a more integrated approach among policy makers,
programme designers, and practitioners that addresses the full
spectrum



Violence, Abuse, and Crime Exposure in a National
sample of Children and Youth
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Children’s Exposure
to Violence:
A Comprehensive
National Survey

David Finkelhor, Heather Twmner, Richard Ormrod.
Sherry Haumby. and Kristen Kracke

This Bulletin discussas the Nathonal Sur-
vy of Chtldren’s Exposure to Viclence
(NAUSCEV) the most compestrnsive
natiorrmde survey of the Inddence snd
peevalence of chikiren's exposura {o ¥o-
ence to date, sponsored by the Ollke of
Juvenie Justios and Delnguency Preven-
tion (QJJDF) and supported by the Cen-
ters for Dissase Contrad and Pravention
(CDC) Conducted between Jamuary and
May 2006 1t messwrod the past-year and
lifetime @xposure to volence ke children
age 17 and younger across severad major
categoris: comventional crime. child
matreaatment. victimization by pears and
shlings, sexual victimization, winessing
and Indirect victimization (nchding expo-
sure to community viclence and lamiy
vioknce), school viclencs and ibreats. and
Intemaet icUmization. (For more detalled
Information on the types of violencs that
chikiren ware questioned about, see
“Screaning Questions”™ on pege 2.3 This
Swvey Is the Irst compedhwnsive attempd
to measure chikdren's exposura to Wo-
lence In the home, schocd, and community
across Al age sroups from birth to age 17,

and the lirst attempt to measure the cumu-
lathve exposure to violence over the chikl s
Itletime.

The survey conltrms thal most of our
soclaly's children are caposad to viclence
In thetr daily 1ves. Moes than &) parcent
of the childran surwyed ware saposad

o vidence wkhin {he past year, ethar
directly or Indirectly (Le, as & winess to

& vilent act: by leaming of 2 stoknt act
s@anst a family membsr. neghbor. or
chosg Iriend; o from a threat aganst thair
home o school) (lor full detalls ca these
and other statistics cked in this Bullstin,
soo Anketor &t dl., X09). Naarly one bal
of the childran and adclescents surveyed
(46 3 parcent) weare sesauted at least once
In the past year, and more than | in 10
(102 parcent) wara infured n an assaok; |
In 4 (24.6 percant) were viclims of robbary,
vandalism. or thelt; 1 i 10 (192 parcent)
sulfered from child maltrexdment (nchd-
Ing phystcal and emctonal abuse, naglect,
or afamiy abdoction); and | in 16 (6] per-
cant) ware sictimixed sexually. More than 1
In 4 (25,3 percent) witnessad a vioknt act
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For more Information contact:

David Finkelhor
david.finkelhor@unh.edu

http://www.unh.edu/ccrc
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