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Introduction

round: Malawi like any other society
overned by a culture whose

a host of social practices have
werful influen community life.

e cultural practices impact negatively on the
ment of human rights in general and the
s of women in particular

) similar and different cultural practices
infringe on the rights of individuals and groups of
people, for example the practice of ‘fisi” (a male
adult having sexual intercourse with newly initiated

qirls)




OBJECTIVES

in objective: to assess the impact of
ractices prevalent in Malawi on
man rights in general and the
hildren in particular.

o)
hts of women

solate the elements of different practices
inging on the rights of women and children

erate information on cultural practices and
their impact on human rights

@ To make recommendations for change or
modification to cultural practices that violates
human rights.




SNDINGS OF THE STUDY

tices related to marriage:

; related to rites of passage (rites
e to undergo as they grow up)

ed to Pregnancy
ated with the birth of a

ral Practices
ural Practices asso

1

al Practices related sexuality and sex
- ation

m Cultural practices relating to funerals
@ Cultural practices relating to Chieftaincy

= Other emer%mg practices(relationship with
immigrants, homosexuality, mixed marriages/relations)




ractices associated with rites of
passage

ned that more practices associated with

side ral practices: essential for
inseling and guidance as they reach maturity

ative side :counseling and guidance not

Opriate because it promotes violation of children
s; their welfare; dignity; normal growth and

| pment

are targets because Malawi society believes
romen are central to the society

= Initiation of girls: exposes girls to harmful information;
encourages school drop out

@ Several practices that impact negatively on the girl chld
include:




elationship between Practices
and Human Rights

ctices and beliefs on Child Rights (as
1ational Convention CRC and
Co on

VIarriages by children

s marry as early as 12 years (soon after
rty)
as early as 17 years

y revealed that this is common in most parts
O country

m Against CRC and MW Constitution in the name of
- culture

Children in early marriages (no education, hard farm
work(servitude), HIV / AIDS risk higher;




as strong underpinnings which society
erefore to avoid leaving a vacuum
ing at all levels

eaves women and children vulnerable: gender
y needed

and young women need to be empowered

n must participate by having their voices being heard
al issues

for women is vital



