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Violence against disabled 

children 

• 150 million children live with disabilities globally  

• Data show 3 to 4 times the levels of violence versus non-disabled 
children in high income countries, but little known about the rest of 
the world 

• Children with disabilities less likely to attend school, but majority do 

• Some data from Ugandan primary school children: 
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Main 

perpetrators 
among disabled students 

For boys with disabilities: 

Physical: male peers 

Sexual: ‘others’ 

Emotional:  school staff 

 School is a key location 

For girls with disabilities: 

Physical: school staff 

Sexual: ‘others’, male peers 

Emotional:  school staff 

School is a key location 

 



Can we reduce violence in 

schools? 

The Good Schools Study design: 
• Cluster randomised trial in 42 

primary schools in one district in 
Uganda 

• Surveyed more than 3700 primary 
students and 500 staff in 2012 and 
2014 

 The Toolkit reduced physical 
violence from staff to students 
 
 
 

 (OR=0.40, 95%CI 0·26–0·64, 
p<0·0001) The Good School Toolkit, by Raising 

Voices…a whole-school intervention to: 

•  prevent violence against children  

• to improve teaching techniques 

• to change school culture 
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Does it work for 

disabled children too? 

Children with some difficulties 
engage more than children 
with more severe difficulties, 
but not much practical 
difference between groups 

The intervention reduces 
violence across all groups 
(no statistical difference) 
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• The Good School Toolkit is a promising strategy for reducing 
violence against children, INCLUDING children with disabilities 

• It is possible to design universally targeted violence prevention 
interventions which also include children with disabilities! 
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